Mountainside Discipleship
Matthew 7:24 – 27

The Difference is in the Doing
The first week of January we began working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, The Sermon on the Mount.

When Jesus taught the Sermon on the Mount, he only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him. 

The Sermon on the Mount͟ is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus. 

We studied the Beatitudes …Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, peacemaker, meek.

Each of the “Beatitudes” describes the heart work that God wants to do in our life so that we can live like Rabbi Jesus in this world. 

After Jesus describes the heart work that he wants to do he paints and picture and teaches how it looks in everyday life.  

We’ve looked at Jesus’ expectations for his disciples regarding anger, adultery, lust, divorce, and keeping your word, animosity, hostility, and broken relationships, retaliation, getting even, pleasing God and not people, prayer, obedience,  finances, possessions, wealth, making the next life the focus sand priority,  worry and judging, and treating others the way you want to be treated, false prophets, fruit checking, the priority on obedience to Jesus.

Today -The Final Episode

Two people and two houses and one storm and two results.
Have you ever wondered about how people end up as they do, who they are?

I know a family – large family

Everyone was raised in a similar way – morality, belief system, work ethic, educational opportunities

All but 2 – reasonably responsible and successful

2 – messed up – BIG TIME messed up

How does that happen?

A mom raised by two alcoholic drug addicts – Parent her parents, graduates from HS, graduates from college, provides a place for her parents to live, leads a department at an HSP, raised her kids and foster kids

How does that happen?

Jesus’ story tells of a similar sort of situation.
Two people, who built two houses

Here’s how Jesus ends the Sermon on the Mount

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”

“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27 NIV)

“Therefore” – You’ve probably heard the little saying – “Anytime you see therefore you need to figure out what it is there for.”
Perspective/Context
Because “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.”
Because “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Because “Not everyone who says to me “Lord, Lord,” will enter the Kingdom, but only those who do the will of my Father.”

Because some will try to negotiate with me and I will say: “Away from me I never knew you.”
Those statements are true … THEREFORE
It is possible to believe but not be a “believer.”

It is possible to have a sense of forgiveness and not having been forgiven
It is possible to have a false peace, not the peace that Jesus brings
THEREFORE

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man …”

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man …”
Before we go on, here is the passage from the Message 
"These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock.” 

"But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don't work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards." (Matthew 7:24-27 MSG)

Let’s dig into Jesus’ story/parable

Two people 

Similarities 

1. Believe the same things 

2. Desire the same things

3. Build a house

a. Safety/shelter

b. Comfort/ease

4. Same conditions

a. Not one on a hill/one in a valley

b. Near a stream or on a beach

5. The houses were built the same

a. Not one concrete and the other straw – i.e., The Three Little Pigs

b. Jesus didn’t make a point of their houses being different

i. One built a shabby house, one a luxurious house, one a study house

6. Same storm

a. Rains, winds, waters rose, pounded the house

b. Neither Jesus/Prophets/OT or NT taught that faith would alleviate trials
i. “They lived happily ever after.” 

c. Love your enemies – “He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:45 NIV)

d. Illness, aging, loss or disappointment, something going wrong in your life; something on which you were banking collapsing before your eyes; perhaps being let down by somebody else, or experiencing some grievous disappointment, a sudden change for the worse in your circumstances, or overwhelming grief and bereavement - Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

e. Temptation, demonic attacks, death

The difference between the two men are very subtle but significant
Jesus sticks to the idea of the “subtly” of going sideways

· Two gates and two roads

· False prophet – they come to you in “sheep’s clothing but are ferocious wolves.”

· Good tree and bad tree – the difference is detectable only by the fruit

· Did we not prophesy, drive out demons and perform miracles?

The subtly is in what the hears do with the teaching of Jesus
Hundreds of years before Jesus – God challenged the people of Israel about their obedience/disobedience to the message delivered by the prophet Ezekiel
The people would sit and listen to Ezekiel deliver “the message that has come from the Lord.”

“My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to hear your words, but they do not put them into practice. Their mouths speak of love, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put them into practice.” (Ezekiel 33:31-32 NIV)
I have to wonder if Jesus had the words of Ezekiel in mind when he told this parable?

Let’s work backward
Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
What he built was a “Fool’s Paradise.”

Foolish Man

1. In a hurry, shortcuts, quick results 

a. “There are no shortcuts in the long run.” John Maxwell
2. There’s no time do it right – “If you don’t have time to do it right the first time, you don’t have time to do it twice.”
3. Whatever takes the least effort

a. A man in jail – “Have you read …” – “Your problem is that you can’t tell the truth … these 5 minutes… what do you have to lie about?
4. Advice is only useful to him if it is what he wants to hear

5. Most used words of a “fool” - “I know.”

6. The aim of life/his goal – Please himself

The time to consider how I’m building (I’m living) is now …not tomorrow.  

Foolish Man – unreflecting, inability to make correct decisions

Doesn’t consider their spiritual walk/condition

The Apostle Paul instructed the Corinthians to REFLECT on their spiritual life
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)

· Test yourselves
· Look closely at yourselves
· Try your own selves

· Take a good look at yourselves

Do something!

“I know I’m not where I should be, BUT …”
If you know where you should be – GET THERE.

If you know what you should be doing – DO IT.

“Faith without works is dead.” James 2:26 (NIV)

Faith without obedience is dead.
Is it dead or alive? 

“Don’t touch it, it might still be alive.”

I can’t tell --- Poke it with a stick – Does it move, does it do anything – It’s dead
Faith without obedience isn’t faith it’s dead. 

 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man …”
Operative words? – “Puts them into practice”
The wise person is the one who will go and do
The wise person allows Jesus to knead the beatitudes into their heart

Poor in spirit, grieve over sin, humble/meek, desires to live right, shows mercy, seeks to make peace
Love’s their neighbor and loves their enemy

Regularly repents of anger, lust, unforgiveness

“He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock.” Luke 6:48 (NIV 1984)

Works at it

Pays the price

Truth about life: You either pay now or pay later --- Paying later always costs more

The difference between the wise person and the foolish person is in the DOING.
The wise person “puts Jesus’ words into practice.”

The foolish person “does not put them into practice.”

The wise person and foolish person both hear the same words
Jesus doesn’t emphasize a difference in their understanding or acceptance

The difference is in the doing.
Obedience – doing – put into practice

Obedience changes everything.  

“Kingdom obedience is kingdom abundance.  They are not two separate things.” Dallas Willard

Here’s the subtly of the temptation

“Satan wants us to adapt what we must reject and reject what we should adapt.” Jim Dennison

The wise person rejects what should be rejected and adapts to what should be adapted to.
The foolish person adapts to what should be rejected and rejects what should be adapted to.

Covetousness we call ambition. 
Hoarding we call prudence. 
Greed will call industry.
Immorality we call “free range love.”
Remember Jesus’ last words? 

“Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:20 NIV)

What ACTION
do you need to take?

What HEART change do you need to let Jesus knead into your life?

“Anyone who hears Jesus’ words and does not do them is a fool.” Klyne Snodgrass
What is the question?  Are you hearing OR are you doing?
