Honor One Another

9.52.2018

The first week of October we are going to start our fall session of Life Groups – 8 Weeks – “How’s your soul?”
Over the next few weeks I want to talk about how important relationships are

Why you should sign-up to lead a group and/or be a part of a group

“One another” passages in the NT

God did not design life to he lived in isolation from others

Right at the beginning – he created Adam and then Eve
“Let US make man in OUR image.”
Out of that statement – beginning of God Father, Son and Holy Spirit

“Not good that man would be alone.”
The original design was relationship

God cares about relationships

REALLY cares about relationships

God cares, about how we treat each other

Just before Jesus was arrested in the Garden – he defined what would be the primary marching orders of his disciples

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 (CSB)

Just minutes later commands them again to “Love one another”

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not Know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made Known to you. …. This is my command: Love each other.” John 15:12-17 (NIV)

Love “One another” was to be the sign to those outside of the faith that the disciples were truly following Jesus.

When you bump into someone who says that they are a Jesus follower and yet – hatred, venom, acid spews from their life – they may claim to be disciples but they’re not.
How does fisherman like Peter, James and John learn to love a tax collector like Matthew?

How do run-of-the-mill Jewish people learn to love a terrorist?

The words: “one another”

100 times in 94 verses in the NT

30% - “love one another”

Each of the “one another” statements describe what “love one another” looks like

You can’t “love one another” if you’re not connected to another

You can’t do any of the “one another” if you’re not connected to another

When the church started the disciples regularly gathered in small groups – in relationships 

“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:46-47 (NIV) 

Lone Ranger disciples, who are not connected to others, can’t live the life Jesus has planned for them

??? – Are they really disciples?
Jesus plan is that ALL DISCIPLES live in close relationships with others

Let’s talk about a couple more of the “One anothers”
The first part of Romans 12 Paul challenges the disciples to fully devote themselves to following Jesus
He then gives them instructions about fully engaging the spiritual gifts that God has given them

In the last part of the chapter he directs them regarding the practical/day-to-day aspects of living as a disciple

“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.” (Romans 12:10 NIV)

“Show family affection to one another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor.” (Romans 12:10 HCSB)

The terms that are used to describe the kind of relationship that disciples are to have
People and their king

Parents and children

Brothers and sisters

Paul uses a term here that isn’t used anywhere else in the NT

Combined a couple of common terms into a new term

Love that is described is a commitment to do whatever is needed 
But there is also a feeling – bound to each other, affection, compassion, empathy
One of the reasons that family relationships that are broken are so painful is because family relationships are not supposed to be broken

Family relationships are meant to be the deepest/stickiest relationships

Solomon – “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  - B/C a brother is supposed to the closest

Type of love where one disciple has another disciple’s back regardless of the cost. 
John 15 – “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
BE DEVOTED TO ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE.

The second part of Paul’s command - “Honor one another above yourselves.”  

“Outdo one another in showing honor”
Again – this is the only place in the NT were this particular verb occurs

NIV – Honor one another above yourselves

ESV/Holman – Outdo one another … Compete with each other to see who can show more honor

The verb is used in ancient Greek – “to go before as a guide”
“Lead the way in showing honor.”

· Don’t be a follower when it comes to showing honor

· Go first

John Wesley – the founder of the Methodist movement
Honor one another, which you will have no problem doing if you’ll see the good in others and the evil in you.
The challenge is: TO SEE the good in others … TO SEE the evil in you

The natural way of looking is to SEE the good in me and the evil the other person.
"Concentrate on his good points and my bad points rather than on my good points and his bad points." Unknown
If we considered our words … we would readily honor others with our tongues

If we considered our motives … we wouldn’t find it difficult to show grace to others

If we considered our desire to be seen …

If we thought about how we want to be first …

That idea must be taught … it doesn’t come naturally – “Do you hear yourself?”
It came natural to Jesus … 

It can become second nature to Jesus followers

Here’s how that looks 

Woman caught in adultery

The crowd saw the “evil” in her

They saw the “good” in themselves

Jesus turned it around

He drew attention to the “evil” of the accusers – “Any of you who haven’t sinned …”

He saw “good” in her

“Celebrating who someone is without stumbling over who they are not.” Bill Johnson

Honor - Accompanist 
The task of each disciple is to make the other disciple look good. 
I’m not the star/soloist – I’m the accompanist 

Eugene Peterson – “Practice playing second fiddle.” MSG

What would happen if you sought to outdo someone else with honor?
What would happen if you were able to see the good in them and see the broken/twisted things in you?

Showing honor can get twisted and manipulative
Back slap honoring

Rewrite the Golden Rule: “Do unto others so they will do for you.”
People show honor to their boss, their coach, their teacher … knowing that they can twist their attitude towards them and they have a better chance of getting what they are hoping for

The boss can show honor to the employees knowing that he has scored points with them and now they are more likely to do what is requested of them

People honor the wealthy and the famous for what they how they can contribute
People honor the powerful so that the powerful will use their power for the other person’s agenda

The honor Paul is referring to has nothing to do with reciprocal/manipulative honor

In August 2008, when McCain's presidential campaign was still neck and neck with Barack Obama
Most politicians would do anything necessary to “win” – including dishonoring their opponent

McCain was in a town hall meeting in Pennsylvania, a woman came to the microphone, and she told McCain that she couldn't trust Obama because "he's an Arab."

"No, ma'am," McCain said. "He's a decent family man, a citizen that I just happen to have disagreements with on fundamental issues, and that's what this campaign is all about. He is a decent person and a person that you do not have to be scared of as president."

Honor as Paul describes is seen in Jesus

· Jesus honors the needs of the bride/bride groom and turns water into wine

· Jesus honors the tax collector who he paid taxes to
· Jesus honors the woman at the well

· Jesus honors the beggar by healing

· Jesus honors the grieving mother by healing the child

· Jesus honors the Centurion by healing his child

Read through the NT – Jesus honored anyone he could possibly honor

*** There were those that he couldn’t honor, and he didn’t honor them.

BUT EVERYONE HE COULD HONOR HE HONORED.  
How can I honor this person?
Honoring and valuing others above yourself is a big deal to God

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3 NIV)

Don’t do ANYTHING YOU DO … out of selfish ambition

Don’t do most of what you do … out of selfish ambition

Don’t do some of what you do … out of selfish ambition
Don’t do a little bit of what you do … out of selfish ambition

Don’t DO ANYTHING 

Here’s the directive:  IN HUMILITY VALUE/HONOR OTHERS ABOVE YOURSELVES.

How about from the pen of Peter?

“Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.” (1 Peter 2:17 NIV)

Show proper respect to some people

Show proper respect to those who you think deserve respect

Show respect to respectable people

EVERYONE
Showing honor always pays

The person who shows honor ALWAYS wins
The one you honor may not reciprocate 
God will reward you

Others will notice

“All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5 NIV)

Listen as I read this famous prayer by St. Francis of Assisi 
Listen for honor

Listen for dishonor

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love—
Where there is injury, pardon—
Where there is doubt, faith—
Where there is despair, hope—
Where there is darkness, light—
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled—as to console, 
To be understood—as to understand, 
To be loved—as to love, 
For It is in giving that we receive, 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
St. Francis of Assisi
“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.” (Romans 12:10 NIV)
