The first week of October we are going to start our fall session of Life Groups
Over the next few weeks I want to talk about how important relationships are
Why you should sign-up to lead a group and be a part of a group

“One another” passages in the NT – I’ll explain that in a few minutes

We have possibly more ways to connect with others than ever in history

I’m still amazed – FT Amey

A few months ago – Hong Kong Gardens eating Chinese Food – Amey called – it was breakfast time – Oatmeal

Even though we have ways are we really more connected?

It was not that long-ago people connected because they sat face to face and talked with each other
When they lived out of town – at a distance from one another – they left their homes and spent time with each other

Now we - drive down a driveway – don’t see anyone 

Why go out … I’ve got my company right here on my device or TV

Now people sit in a room and text each other
PK – Kingdome - Illustrates the disconnect of being connected

Loneliness and disconnectedness have become a public health issue with negative impacts
PM May appointed to Tracey Crouch, Minister of Loneliness address to address the crisis
In a recent UCLA study on loneliness and relationships

Almost 50% of Americans report being lonely regularly or all the time
Younger – 1995 – early 2000s the loneliest
God did not design life to he lived that way

Jesus came and died so that people could and would be connected to one another
Paul said – Jesus broke down the dividing walls between people

God cares, really cares about relationships

God cares, about how we treat each other

The scriptures are clear that God has hard-wired people to be in relationship.
On Jesus’ last night he met for dinner in a room in Jerusalem 
Celebrating the Passover – God rescuing the Jewish people from 400 years of slavery in Egypt

When they enter to room that they are going to eat dinner no one had arranged to have their feet washed

Jesus washes the feet of the 12
During dinner Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal

Judas leaves the group to sell knowledge of Jesus location
After Judas leaves Jesus commands, the remaining 11 to love one another 

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 (CSB)

Jesus commands them to “Love one another.”

Our example for what that looks like – Jesus

Then Jesus gives the “approved” litmus test for our discipleship – Do we love one another?
Not what songs we sing, are we giving, involved, praying, reading the Bible 

Do we love one another?

“Jesus is giving a right to the world. Upon his authority he gives the world the right to judge whether you and I are born-again Christians on the basis of our observable love toward all Christians.” Francis Schaeffer 

Unloving attitudes and words cause a “stench that the world can smell…. Our sharp tongues, the lack of love between us…these are what properly trouble the world.” Francis Schaeffer

Jesus then tells the group that he’s going to go away
The group doesn’t understand what he’s talking about

Peter speaks up – “I’ll go wherever you go.”

“Peter, you will deny me 3 times.”

He commands them again to “Love one another”

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not Know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made Known to you. …. This is my command: Love each other.” John 15:12-17 (NIV)
You are my friends 
You’re not my servants – servants don’t know 
Everything I learned from my Father – not some things, not most things, EVERYTHING

Repeats the command 

How does fisherman like Peter, James and John learn to love a tax collector like Matthew?
How do run-of-the-mill Jewish people learn to love a zealot?
The words: “one another”
100 times in 94 verses in the NT, the term “one another” is used. 

Each of them describes what “love one another” looks like

Talk about relationship – being connected to others
You can’t “love one another” if you’re not connected to another
You can’t do any of the “one another” if you’re not connected to another
Lone Ranger disciples who are not connected to others can’t live the life Jesus has planned for them
Jesus plan is that ALL DISCIPLES live in close relationships with others

When the church started the disciples regularly gathered in small groups – in relationships 
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:46-47 (NIV)

They ate celebrated the Lord’s Supper and ate together … regularly 

Even among disciples - A significant percentage of people push others away/hold people at arm’s length
Getting close, staying close, letting others into life
· Too much work
· Too risky – What if they don’t like me? What if I don’t like them?
· Too often disappointed by others. 

· Tired of always being the one to instigate. 

· I just get started/close and they move, or I move. 

So, I keep my distance
“I’ll never do that again…”
God’s intention and what He is always at work to do is create a power-of-love force in a love-of-power world. @jana_childers 

Jesus’ teaching of loving one another became the focus of the Apostle John’s life
Six times in his two short letters John repeats Jesus’ directive
“This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.” 1 John 3:11 (NIV)

“This is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.” 1 John 3:23 (NIV)

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.” 1 John 4:7 (NIV)

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:11-12 (NIV)
The 2nd generation of church fathers wrote that after John survived exile on the island of Patmos and horrific torture 
He lived out his life in Ephesus until his death. 

His disciples would carry him to the worship gatherings.

He would recline on a couch and could not muster the voice to speak many words. 
During individual gatherings the disciples would ask him if he wanted to say anything. 

He usually said nothing but, "Little children, love one another." 
The disciples and brothers in attendance, frustrated because they always heard the same words, finally said, "Teacher, why do you always say this?" 
He replied with a line worthy of John: "Because it is the Lord's commandment and if it alone is kept, it is sufficient." Jerome's Commentary on Galatians, 6:10

Take a few minutes to look at one picture of what “love one another looks like”

“Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” Hebrews 3:13 (NIV)

Encourage one another DAILY
How can we do DAILY if we’re not in relationship? 
Your encouragement of me …

My encouragement of you …

Keeps me/you from being hardened by sin’s deceitfulness

Sin whispers to us:
“This won’t hurt anyone else.”

“No one will know.”
“I can stop any time.”

“Everyone does it…”

But … If I’m in relationships with others I can’t keep believing these lies 

12 Steps/Celebrate Recovery

“Hi, I’m Matt …” 

Because we don’t “encourage each other daily” we don’t understand the incredible emotional and spiritual power of encouragement.  

“Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not forget you.” William Arthur Ward
Jesus wants to grow your “love one another” through a relationship of encouragement 
Through others encouraging you and you encouraging others 
He can’t grow your “love one another” if you are alone, isolated, disconnected.

We want to help you 

Life Groups 

First week of October – 8 weeks

Leader/hosts

Before most of the people in a Life Group that we were part of moved away

We met regularly

Walked through some really nasty crisis together

Walked through several painful deaths

We encouraged each other parenting teens/pre-teens

