Encourage One Another

Live in peace with one another

9.9.2018

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been looking at the “One another” passages in the NT
God did not design life to be lived in isolation from others

Right at the beginning – he created Adam and then Eve

“Let US make man in OUR image.”

Out of that statement – beginning of God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

“Not good that man would be alone.”

The original design was a relationship
God cares about relationships

REALLY cares about relationships

God cares, about how we treat each other

Just before Jesus was arrested in the Garden – he defined what would be the primary marching orders of his disciples

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 (CSB)
Just minutes later commands them again to “Love one another.”

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made Known to you. …. This is my command: Love each other.” John 15:12-17 (NIV)
Love “One another” was to be the sign to those outside of the faith that the disciples were truly following Jesus.

When you bump into someone who says that they are a Jesus follower and yet – hatred, venom, acid spews from their life – they may claim to be disciples, but they’re not.

The idea/truth of God’s people being committed to each other was not new with Jesus
King David wrote in the book of Psalms - “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” Psalms‬ ‭133:1‬ ‭ESV‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
The words: “one another.”

100 times in 94 verses in the NT

30% - “love one another.”

Each of the “one another” statements describe what “love one another” looks like

You can’t “love one another” if you’re not connected to another

You can’t do any of the “one another” if you’re not connected to another

Lone Ranger disciples, who are not connected to others, can’t live the life Jesus has planned for them

??? – Are they really disciples?

Jesus plan is that ALL DISCIPLES live in close relationships with others

Let’s talk about a couple more of the “One anothers”
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” Mark 9:50 (NIV)
Be at peace with each other – NIV
Be at peace and live in harmony with one another. - Mark 9:50 (AMPC)

Keep peace with each other – CEB
Be at peace with one another – NASB
Live in peace with each other – NLT
This is the first occasion – “be at peace with one another” is used in the NT
There are other places that the NT writers repeat this idea
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.” Romans 12:14-16 (NIV)
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” Romans 12:18 (NIV)

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” Romans 14:19 (NIV)

“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.” 2 Corinthians 13:11 (NIV)

“Live in peace with each other.” 1 Thessalonians 5:13 (NIV)

“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14 (NIV)
The early disciples learned the idea of living in peace with one another from Jesus.
The Beatitudes – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9 NIV
Jesus’ brother James lived and taught the truth 

“Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.” James 3:18 (NIV)
Do you see how “peace” making/keeping is a big deal for God?

When Jesus and the NT writers say “Live in peace” what are they talking about?

STOP FIGHTING!

PUT AN END TO QUARRELING

They are not referring to some existential peace that a person can gain while they are fighting with the people around them.  

Jesus came to the planet he created, lived a sinless life, died on a cross, was dead for three days and then rose from the dead

So that people could have peace within, peace with God and peace with each other

LIVE IN PEACE with one another, be a peacemaker, Live in harmony with one another
Let’s go back to Mark 9
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. Mark 9:33-34 (NIV)
Jesus returned to Capernaum where he started his ministry

Probably to the house of Andrew and Peter – where they normally went

He had not been back to Capernaum for months

This visit would be the last time he was in Capernaum 

Jesus could hear the disciples arguing about something – he probably knew what it was they were arguing about

Who was the greatest …
Let’s go back a little further

Mark 9:2

· Peter, James and John and Jesus left the rest of the 12 and climbed up one of the local hills

· Jesus was transfigured – he glowed, was a pure white type figure
· Visible talking to Moses and Elijah who had been dead for centuries
· When the transfiguration was over, and they began to hike down the mountain Jesus told them not to tell anyone about what had happened

At some point along the trip towards Capernaum – Peter, James, and John must have been boasting/telling about what had happened, what it meant and why one of them would be the greatest 
Jesus – sits down, i.e. a rabbi – “Whoever wants to be the greatest …” – last/servant of all
Conflict #1 – Conflict of Ambition – Who’s the Big Dog
Calls over one of the children in the crowd
“Unless you become like one of these …”
Without any rights, privileges, a “no one” 

Ambition
Years ago, … Ken and I flew out to Washington DC to spend a long weekend with Jack and Norma Metcalf when they were serving in the House
Went to Bible study – Senators, Representatives, staff members – BS was led by one of the staff members 
Topic – “Temptation of Power.”

“Potomac Fever” – know someone, be someone, drop names, rub shoulders
That temptation to be seen, to be most important, to be the King of the Mountain, Top Dog, Big Dog is universal
John speaks up – Only time words of John are recorded in Mark’s accounts of the life of Jesus 
“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” Mark 9:38 (NIV)

Conflict #2 – Conflict – NOT PART OF OUR GROUP
We saw – we told him to stop – the terms refer to the whole group – the 12
They stopped this man because he wasn’t part of their group
Early in my Christian life, I was part of YWAM
YWAM is an inter/multi-denominational – para-church ministry – Church of England, Nazarene, AG, Church of Christ, 7th Day Adventist — a mixture of multiple groups

BUT as a group of people from multiple groups they believed that they were THE GROUP

Barbara and I got married and for a short time were at an AG church before we had the opportunity to work at a Presbyterian church – AG “don’t to that …” – The AG people thought that they were THE GROUP
Went to the Presbyterian Church – they thought that they were THE GROUP
We met people who were Foursquare – they believed that they were THE GROUP

CMA, Calvary Chapel 

Everyone thought that they were God’s pet dog and if Jesus or Peter or Paul or James were to come back to earth they’d for sure join a ………. Group

“We told him to stop … because he wasn’t one of us.”
Go back

When Peter, James, and John came down the mountain with Jesus, they found the rest of the disciples

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.

“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” Mark 9:14-18 (NIV)

Conflict #3 – Conflict – JEALOUSY
This gets interesting!

The disciples had been unable to cast out a demon from the young boy
Along comes JOE SMOE – he’s casting out demons

BUT HE’S NOT ONE OF US!

Jesus tells them: 
“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward.” Mark 9:39-41 (NIV)

Just in this one day … part of a day

They are fighting and quarreling:

· “Who is the greatest…”

· “He’s not part of our group…”

· “How come he gets to cast out demons, and we don’t?”

Go back to Jesus’ original statement
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” Mark 9:49-50 (NIV)

Salt is good – “You are the salt of the earth” from the Sermon on the Mount
Salt was sprinkled on meat to preserve it from spoilage
The salt removed/collected the excess liquid that caused the food to spoil.
Salt enhanced the taste of food
Salt neutralizes the taste buds’ sense of “bitter.”
Have salt among yourselves … and be at peace 
Being salty and peace is about:
· Preserving from spoilage

· Enhancing life

· Neutralizing “bitter.”
· Disciples/Followers of Jesus are meant to preserve from spoilage everywhere they go/everything they put their hand to
· Disciples/Followers of Jesus are meant to enhance life everywhere they go, and for everyone, they encounter
· Disciples/Followers of Jesus are meant to neutralize bitter in the world
The early church took Jesus’ teaching on “love one another” and “be at peace with one another” seriously.

After Constantine’s rule as the emperor of Rome – his three sons became emperors of three regions of the Roman Empire
Eventually Julian became the emperor of the entire empire

Known as Julian the Apostate because he abandoned Christianity and pursued the gods/religion of the Roman Empire
The challenge that Julian struggled against was the influence of the followers of Jesus.
In the Roman Empire, there were 100’s of gods and countless forms of worship

Today “atheist” refers to people who believe that there is no god

Because followers of Jesus would not serve the Roman gods, they were referred to as “atheist.”
The Roman Emperor Julian, writing a letter in the fourth century, regretted the progress of Christianity because it pulled people away from the Roman gods. 

“Atheism [I.e., the Christian faith!] has been specially advanced through the loving service rendered to strangers, and through their care for the burial of the dead. It is a scandal that there is not a single Jew who is a beggar, and that the godless Galileans care not only for their own poor but for ours as well; while those who belong to us look in vain for the help that we should render them.

The religion of the Greeks does not yet prosper as I would wish, on account of those who profess it. But the gifts of the gods are great and splendid, better than any prayer or any hope . . . Why then do we think that this is sufficient and do not observe how the kindness of Christians to strangers, their care for the burial of their dead, and the sobriety of their lifestyle has done the most to advance their cause?

Each of these things, I think, ought really to be practiced by us. It is not sufficient for you alone to practice them, but so must all the priests in Galatia [in modern Turkey] without exception. Either make these men good by shaming them, persuade them to become so or fire them . . .”
The early followers of Jesus turned the Roman Empire upside down not by force but by love and peace
They took to heart Jesus’ command to “Love one another” and “be at peace with one another.”
Those two ideas/truths/practices impacted people across the Roman Empire, and history was changed forever

What would life look like if followers of Jesus took those two ideas/truths/practices seriously?

What would homes look like?

Marriages?

Churches?

Communities?
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