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Over the last few weeks, we’ve been looking at what is called the “One another” passages in the NT

Each of the “One Another” statements instructs a disciple relates to others

God designed life to be lived in relationship with others

Right at the beginning – he created Adam and then Eve

“Let US make man in OUR image.”

“Not good that man would be alone.”

The original design was a relationship

God cares about relationships

REALLY cares about relationships

God cares, about how we treat each other – what happens between people
Just before Jesus was arrested in the Garden – he defined what would be the primary marching orders of his disciples

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another.”

Treky – Prime Directive

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another.

 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 (CSB)
Love “One another” was to be the sign to those outside of the faith that the disciples were followers of Jesus.

The words: “one another.”

100 times in 94 verses in the NT

30% - “love one another.”

Each of the “one another” statements describe what “love one another” looks like
Love “one another.”

Encourage one another

Honor one another

Live in peace with one another

Spur one another – challenge one another
Toward love

Toward good deeds

To make sure that you together

Let’s jump into today’s directive

Forgive one another 
Each of the “one another” statements is positive – life-giving attitudes and actions
Each of the “one another” statements is the opposite of death-giving attitudes and actions

Love is life – hate is death
Encourage is life – discourage is death
Honor is life – dishonor is death
Live in peace is life – live in conflict is death
Consider one another is life – ignore one another is death
Good deeds produce life – No deeds/bad deeds produce death

Meeting together is life-producing – not meeting together leads towards death

Fogiving produces life – unforgiveness/bitterness produces death
Forgiving might be the foundational/root description of “love one another.”

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
“By FORGIVING everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

The sign to people outside of the church, people who don’t want anything to do with God, people who have written off faith, is disciples “forgiving one another.”

Forgiveness is a mandatory

“Forgiveness is a required course for learning servanthood. And the exams are always tough to pass.”  Chuck Swindoll
I could give you lists of verses that instruct people who love God to forgive

If you’re not someone who has decided to follow Jesus – Forgiving is one of the best gifts you can give yourself

BUT --- IF YOU A DISCIPLE THEN FORGIVENESS IS NOT OPTIONAL

Here are some of those verses

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” (Matthew 6:12 NIV)

“If you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.” 

(Matthew 6:14 NIV)

“When you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” (Mark 11:25 NIV)

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

(Ephesians 4:32 NIV)

“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13 NIV)

Do you get the point?
Does it seem like God might want you to FORGIVE?

Forgiveness – release an offense – let go of an offense

Forgiveness is letting go of the load of pain, memories, the bag of rocks
Forgiveness works in two different ways

One-sided 

Two-sided
One-Sided – One way – forgiving people who haven’t asked you for forgiveness.

“Father forgive them.” Jesus

“Father forgive them.”  Stephen

The person who offended you hasn’t asked for forgiveness

The person is unable to ask you for forgiveness

Hurt you, but you don’t know anything about them, where, etc.

Hurt you, but they haven’t asked you to forgive them, maybe, probably they’ll never ask for forgiveness

If you forgive … it’s up to you

Two-sided – Two ways – someone asks for forgiveness

The offending person – the person causing the hurt - comes and apologizes, and asks for forgiveness

Forgiveness is granted by the offended party
If you forgive … ONE-SIDED or TWO-SIDED - it’s up to you
No one can force you to forgive

No one can force you not to forgive

SIDE NOTE
Forgiving isn’t giving someone permission to continue hurting you or taking advantage of you

You MUST forgive

You’ll never be what you can and are meant to be if you don’t forgive

BUT that doesn’t mean you have to allow that person to continue in their behavior

Own a business
Someone stiffs you with a bill

Eventually, you must forgive … it will make a mess of your life personally, relationally

Forgiveness doesn’t mean that you don’t try to collect the bill

Forgiveness doesn’t mean you allow the person to stiff you again

Think about it regarding God and us
One-sided
Jesus died on the cross so that we could/would be forgiven

“While we were still sinners …” Romans 5:8

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10 NIV)
Two-sided
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

(1 John 1:9 NIV)

Once Jesus forgives us… He doesn’t GO DO IT AGAIN

Woman caught in adultery … Go, you are forgiven, but don’t do it again – “Go and sin no more.”

If you don’t continually exercise forgiveness

If you don’t continually choose to forgive

Then you will carry around the hurt
If you carry around your bucket of hurts 

Then things that shouldn’t be a big deal become a “hurt” and get added to your bucket of hurts.

Six shingles short
Illustration
In 1861 Charles Dickens finished a novel – “Great Expectations.”
In the book, one of the lead characters, Miss Havisham, as a young woman, had inherited most of her father’s fortune
She fell in love with a man named Compeyson 

Compeyson and a jealous Arthur sought to swindle Miss Havisham of her riches

Miss Havisham’s cousin Matthew Pocket warned her
“Be careful…” but Miss Havisham was too “in love” to hear the warnings.

On her wedding day, at 8:40 in the morning, while she was dressing, she received a letter from Compeyson, and she realized that he had defrauded her of her riches.
Miss Havisham was humiliated and heartbroken
She suffered a mental breakdown and remained the rest of her life in the decaying mansion, Satis House.

She never removed her wedding dress

She wore only one shoe

She left the wedding breakfast and cake uneaten on the table

She even had the clocks in the mansion stopped at 8:40 

The exact time when she received Compeyson’s letter

She spent her life

Held in chains by her hurt

A captive of the offenses of a swindling deceiver
A slave to unfulfilled expectations

Hating men and life

The only way to be free … is by forgiving.

The only way to unburden yourself is by choosing to forgive.
If you could emotionally walk away without forgiving, you would have already done so.
If you could “forget,” you would have forgotten by now.
You’ve tried to bury the pain, bury the hurt, bury the disappointment but it keeps getting dug up.

You’ve self-medicated, you’ve talked to people about it

The resentment is still there
The pain is still there
Jesus demands forgiveness from his disciples because forgiveness is the path to health
Corrie Ten Boom – Her family, hid Jewish people in their home – their deed was discovered, though not the stowaways. 
She was arrested and eventually transferred to the camp at Ravensbruck

She was persecuted, abused

Her sister died 15 days before Corrie was released.

Ten Boom forgave her captors, the guards, and the Nazis.

She spent the rest of her life traveling the world teaching about forgiveness.

“Forgiveness is like letting go of a bell rope. If you have ever seen a country church with a bell in the steeple, you will remember that to get the bell ringing you have to pull the rope for a while, after the sexton lets go of the rope, the bell keeps on swinging. Once it has begun to ring, you merely maintain the momentum. As long as you keep pulling, the bell keeps ringing. Once you let go of the rope, the bell will continue ringing; momentum is still at work. However, the bell will begin to slow and eventually stop”.

“I believe the same thing is true of forgiveness. When you forgive someone, you let go of the rope. But if you’ve been tugging at your grievances for a long time, you mustn’t be surprised if the old angry thoughts keep coming for a while. After all, they have lots of momentum. But if you affirm your decision to forgive, that unforgiving spirit will begin to slow and will eventually be still. Forgiveness is letting go of the “rope” of retribution.”

The subject of forgiveness is as deep as it is broad.
It is more easily talked about than done.

“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea until they have something to forgive.”   C.S. Lewis
I’ve taught on forgiveness regularly over the years.
On the website series – “The art and science of forgiveness.”
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One more passage
“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, ... Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, ... Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:30-32 NIV)
There is a spiritual, supernatural aspect of forgiveness

When I hold onto bitterness, rage, and anger … it grieves the HS who lives in me

It is impossible to live in the HS, walk in the HS, keep in step with the HS
The opposite of the grieving of the HS is the Joy of the HS
The Fruit of the Spirit is: Love, JOY
When I forgive …
When I “get rid of all bitterness.” 

I enter into the joy of the HS

I begin to experience the joy of the HS

I enter into the supernatural – the power of the Spirit

You don’t want to grieve the HS

I don’t want to grieve the HS

Terrible way to try and live

Forgiveness – enables the supernatural working of the HS into the core of who I am

Forgiving is up to you!
Someone can apologize – forgiving is up to you – not them
Someone can beg you to forgive them – forgiving them is up to you – not them
No one can MAKE someone else forgive

You and only you can choose to forgive

Choose to forgive

Treat the hurt, disappointment, deception with one-sided forgiveness

Don’t wait for your offender to seek forgiveness

Choose

Forgiving is what a disciple does

Forgiveness will open the door into the power and the joy of the HS
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