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The true light that gives light

John 1:9-10

The Apostle Paul, at the end of 1 Corinthians 13, what is often referred to as “the love chapter” writes these words

“Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13 NLT)

Regularly people hear about faith and love

Not as common is “hope” talked about

I’ve borrowed a line from the famous Christmas Hymn “O Holy Night.”

“The thrill of hope the weary world rejoices.”

Because I’ve been thinking for weeks about this series

My radar has been tuned to see hope

Bank of Hope

Renewed Hope in a Jar

Over the next 4 Sundays, I want to talk about hope from the record of the birth of Jesus

You are going to see how:

Hope was possible

Hope was found
Hope was latched on to 

Even during what would otherwise have been “hopeless” situations

Different dictionaries define hope with subtle differences

Here is a common description/definition of HOPE

Hope is the state of mind that believes and desires a positive outcome to situations in your life. It is the feeling that things will turn out for the best. It is consistently looking forward to that positive outcome to something planned in our life.

I want to contend that hope is not believing in a positive outcome

· HOPE is centered in God

· HOPE is found in Jesus

Imagine a time where 

There was violence on every street corner

People didn’t travel alone, especially a night because of the danger

The powerful were continually oppressing the weak

The abuse of power was everywhere 

The rich were getting richer by the day

The poor were getting poorer by the day

Homelessness was rampant

Begging was a way of life for many 

It was hard to travel in any city of any size and not be confronted with beggars

Refugees were fleeing oppression from every neighboring country

Families were ripped apart by the oppression

People were dying from sickness and disease almost everywhere people turned

The medical profession was often unable to cure the ills of the common person

People were encouraged to give painkillers to those who were terminal

Grief was the common lot in life for most
Listen to how one man described the period:

“They will go from one place to another, weary and hungry. And because they are hungry, they will rage and curse their king and their God. They will look up to heaven and down at the earth, but wherever they look, there will be trouble and anguish and dark despair. They will be thrown out into the darkness.” Isaiah 8:21-22 (NLT)

· They will travel wherever they can to have their needs met
· Because their needs are not being met, they’ll be mad at the government and mad at God

· They’ll look to heaven 

· They’ll look at human resources, experts, thinkers, scholars, power structures and ingenuity to solve their problems

· They’ll look to the government, the market, science, and technology.

A few years ago, there was an NYT advertisement campaign at Christmas
“The meaning of Christmas is that love will triumph and that we will be able to put together a world of unity and peace.”

The idea is that humans can overcome poverty, injustice, oppression, and darkness
We have the necessary light within us

You probably know these words:
There's nothing you can do that can't be done
Nothing you can sing that can't be sung
Nothing you can say, but you can learn how to play the game

It's easy

Nothing you can make that can't be made
No one you can save that can't be saved
Nothing you can do, but you can learn how to be you in time

It's easy

All you need is love, all you need is love

Is love all that is needed?
Could humans collectively find “our better angels” and solve poverty, injustice, and oppression
· The problem isn’t the lack of love

· The problem isn’t the lack of compassion

· The problem isn’t the lack of care for the poor and needy

· The problems of the world isn’t a lack of resources

· The problems of the world are not the distribution of resources

· The problems of the world are not because of a lack of education

· The problem is the same as it was 2000 years ago.

The problem is darkness
One time a friend of mine who was raised on a small farm asked me the questions

“What’s dumber than a cow?”

“Two cows!”

You put two cows together or three or fifty – they don’t get smarter 

You put two teenage boys together … 

Just because a whole bunch of people joins to affect something doesn’t mean it is going to happen.

The “light” of the entire human race – WHATEVER THAT IS – cannot produce enough light to overcome the darkness of humanity
“Things are dark, but we believe we can end that darkness with intellect and innovation.” Tim Keller

The time I described earlier – that was a description of the time in which Jesus was born into the world

Life in the first century sounds a lot like life in the 21st century

· There was violence on every street corner

· People didn’t travel alone, especially a night because of the danger

· The powerful were continually oppressing the weak

· The abuse of power was everywhere 

· The rich were getting richer by the day

· The poor were getting poorer by the day

· Homelessness was rampant

· Begging was a way of life for many 

· It was hard to travel in any city of any size and not be confronted with beggars

· Refugees were fleeing oppression from every neighboring country

· Families were ripped apart by the oppression

· People were dying from sickness and disease almost everywhere people turned

· The medical profession was often unable to cure the ills of the common person

· People were encouraged to give painkillers to those who were terminal

· Grief was the common lot in life for most

2000 years of human light has not lightened the world by very much

Some of you might remember the discussion that researchers have argued over as to which is faster

Darkness or Light
Light travels of course at what we call “the speed of light” – 700 Million mph
What is the speed of darkness?

Experiment – be all ready for bed – turn off the light, run – which gets there faster darkness or light?

Darkness is only alleviated by an appearance of light
Darkness is nothing more than the absence of light

The prophet Isaiah described the time of the Messiah’s appearing this way

“The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.” (Isaiah 9:2 NLT)

The Apostle John described Jesus coming this way:

“The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” (John 1:4-5 NLT)

“The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” (John 1:9 NLT)
Jesus came to bring light into a dark world
Jesus came to bring light to everyone
Jesus came to bring light into every situation – “In the darkness.”
Jesus came to shine light in the darkness and the darkness, no matter how dark it is, can never extinguish it

People try all the time to extinguish the light
· Run

· Hide

· Ignore

· Reject 

· Rebel

· Medicate to silence guilt and shame

Darkness can not extinguish the light of Jesus

Darkness is the breeding ground for hopelessness 

Darkness is a stagnated pool where hopelessness incubates and hatches
Hope cannot be found in darkness
Hope is not found in circumstances

“I sure hope I get the job.”

“I sure hope I get accepted into the program.”

“I hope this medicine works.”

“I hope I win the MEGA, MEGA, ULTRA MEGA lottery.”

Wendell Berry gets it right, “It is hard to have hope.”
Deep down people understand that hope isn’t found in the circumstances/situations/hoping in hope
Hope as “a pathological belief in the occurrence of the impossible.” H. L. Mencken
Hope is not found in opportunities, possibilities

Hope is not found in programs

Hope is not found in the market trends

Hope is not found in being in the right place at the right time

Hope is found in a person
We know this
We’ve experienced it

You were hoping for something

· Fishing pole

· iPhone

You didn’t get what you were hoping for

You didn’t get mad at the fishing pole

You weren’t disappointed towards the iPhone

You were mad at the person behind what you were hoping for

Hope is found in a person
Hope thinks: “I’m convinced that the person is going to come through.”
The Apostle wrote to young pastor Timothy in the city of Ephesus
“Christ Jesus our hope.”  1 Timothy 1:1 (ESV)

When your hope is in God, you can go through anything
Hope is found in the character and nature of God

Hope is rooted is God

His character 

His nature

His heart

Hope is not found in who you are or aren’t.

Hope is not found in what you do or don’t do.

Hope is found in God

Job said:

“Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.” Job 13:15 (NASB)

Job was saying … “Regardless of my circumstances, no matter how bad they might get, I WILL HOPE IN GOD!”
Are you in a dark place relationally?
Are you in a dark place financially?

Are you in a dark place emotionally, health, future?
Your hope is NOT found in your circumstances changing!

I read a woman who described hope 

Hope is nothing but a driving force. To me, hope is a powerful thing that keeps me going all the time even when I know that the result won't turn out to be in my favor. Maybe there's no actual magic in it, but when you know what you hope for most and hold it like a light within you, you can make things happen, almost like magic.! ;)

HOPE IN HOPE IS HOPELESS!
True hope will only be found in positioning your focus on Jesus

