The Thrill of Hope
Luke 2:8-20


The Shepherds

The thrill of Hope

The line from the Christmas hymn “O Holy Night.”

“The thrill of HOPE, the weary world rejoices.”
We use the word HOPE in a variety of ways.

Places

Cities named hope – 26 in the US
Hope, WA – on Fox Island, S. Puget Sound
Common sentiments
I hope it snows – “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas.”

I hope I pass my test – driver’s test, final, certification
Expectant parents: I hope for a “girl” or a “boy.”

 “His hopes were dashed.”

“I hope that the market rebounds quickly.”

News Headlines

“New hope for digital drug discovery.” – drug-resistant bacteria, cancer – Virtual models of drugs

“Six years later, holding hope for progress” – Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
“Browns brace for Cam Newton, hope to benefit from mistakes.”  

“The Camp Fire: One month later, Survivors see signs of hope.”

The HOPE in “The Thrill of Hope” – is different

“Hoping does not mean doing nothing… It is the opposite of desperate and panicky manipulations, of scurrying and worrying. And hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an illusion or fantasy to protect us from our boredom or our pain.”
“It means a confident, alert expectation that God will do what He said He will do. It is a willingness to let God do it His way and in His time.” Eugene Peterson, "A Long Obedience in the Same Direction"

That is the message of Christmas
[HOPE] means a confident, alert expectation that God will do what He said He will do.

[HOPE] is a willingness to let “God will do it His way and in His time.”
The Apostle Paul said it this way:

“When the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman.” (Galatians 4:4 NLT)

The Jewish people had been promised a Savior, a Messiah, a King

For centuries they waited and waited
Sometimes patiently

Many times, not so patiently

During one of the many IMPATIENT times, God spoke through Habakkuk
“These things I plan won't happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, do not despair, for these things will surely come to pass. Just be patient! They will not be overdue a single day!” Habakkuk 2:3 (TLB)

“I am sure that God keeps no one waiting unless he sees that it’s good for him to wait.” C. S. Lewis

Let’s look at our passage from Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus

“That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.”
Imagine with me the night that the angels announced the arrival of Jesus.
For the shepherds, it was like most other nights

Darkness surrounded them except for stars and a possible campfire
These shepherds were the night shift shepherds

During the day sheep wandered the hillsides grazing on the plentiful grasses
At night the sheep were herded into crude pens
Shelters of stone or branches to protect them from the weather, predators, thieves

It is likely that these shepherds were the keepers of the lambs reserved for the Temple sacrifices
Throughout the year 1-year old lambs were continually supplied by the shepherds from the flocks just outside of Bethlehem
Major celebrations – many more lambs were needed

This night was a night like dozens of other nights
“Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.’” 

“Suddenly” – out of the darkness an angel appeared to the shepherds
Scared the bejeebers out of them “suddenly.”

I’ve never figured out what a “bejeebers” is, BUT I have had it scared out of me

VERN – “Don’t do that.”
“The radiance of the Lord’s Glory surrounded them”
The last time that the “radiance of the Lord’s Glory’ was 500 years before this when Ezekiel was the prophet of Israel

“Now the glory for which Israel had waited was revealed to the shepherds in the field, not to the priests in the temple.” Dr. Dwight Pentecost

An angel of the Lord appeared among them

The angel that appeared to the shepherds was only the third appearance of an angel in 400 years
All three appearances have to do with the Birth of Jesus
An angel spoke to Zachariah about the conception of Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist

An angel then spoke to Mary

Heaven is not governed by time and space
But in human terms, the angels have been waiting centuries to announce the birth of the Messiah
I can imagine the crowd of angel’s comments
The angel appears – the shepherds are shaking

“Oh, that was cool! Do that again!”

“Just get on with it!”
Another one – “NOW?”
“When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” 

God speaks to ordinary people
Why shepherds?

Why ordinary people? 
Virtually everyone knew the name of the Emperor – Why not the Emperor? 
All the Jewish people knew the name of the High Priest – Why not the High Priest? 
The significant rabbi and experts in the Law were known – Why not a rabbi or an expert in the Law? 
Why not one of the census workers? 

Shepherds – oldest occupation in the account of the Jewish people

Adam was told to tend to the animals

Abel, first death, was a shepherd – the “firstborn lambs from his flock.”
Shepherd was an important motif – Moses, David, “the Lord is my Shepherd.”

Shepherds were common, but we would not say that they were of importance or value

In the accounts of the life of Jesus, Jesus refers to shepherds:

When quoting the OT

He calls himself “the Good Shepherd.” 

He refers to a shepherd in the parable of the Lost Sheep

That’s it – none of the 12 were shepherds

He doesn’t heal any shepherds; he doesn’t speak to them

Shepherds were ordinary workers

They spent most of their time out of the mainstream of Jewish life

Their work often made them ceremonially unclean – feces, dead animals

Crazy system – the ones who cared for the sheep that would be used in worship in the Temple and sacrifice were often unable to participate in the Temple because of their work
“They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.”

Just as the angel had told them – they found HOPE in a manger
Remember WHO the angel told them that they would find in a manger?
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord
Hope is not found in an event 

Hope is found in Jesus

Jesus is the Savior

Jesus is the Messiah

Jesus is the Lord/King

Your hope is not found in thinking good thoughts

People “sending” positive energy your way

OUR HOPE is found in Jesus

“After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. (Luke 2:8-20 NLT)

Jesus was born in Bethlehem where all sacrificial lambs were born
Thirty years later Jesus died as the supreme sacrifice in Jerusalem ... the very place where all sacrificial lambs were killed.

The baby in the manger was the Lamb of God whose sacrifice would end the need for sheep and shepherds on the hills of Bethlehem. 

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” John 1:29 (NLT)

Once the shepherds had visited “HOPE”, they immediately went out and told everyone
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. (Luke 2:17 NLT)

The shepherds who spent most of their time working

Out if the fields

Away from the hustle and bustle of life

Became the first ones to proclaim the birth of HOPE

All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished. (Luke 2:18 NLT)
“Astonished” is one of the themes of Luke regarding Jesus

12 times he uses “astonished” – Enthusiasm 

But Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. (Luke 2:19 NLT)
Treasured and pondered

There is a time to tell
You have a message about “HOPE.”


What He’s done in your life


What He’s done in the life of people you love

“Have I ever told you why Christmas is so important to me?”

That’s what the shepherds did after meeting “HOPE.”

They told what they had seen and what had been spoken to them.

There is a time to treasure and ponder
This was not the only time in Mary’s life when she heard someone say something about her son
She held on to them

At some point, she talked
Mary is probably the primary person who told Luke about the events recorded by him

Luke did a thorough study so that he could provide an accurate account of the life of Jesus

Even though Mary kept these events to herself and thought about them often

She eventually told everyone who would listen about JESUS

Her SON - The Savior, the Messiah, the Lord
Application

God is never late – He is right on time – Keep hoping in GOD

God speaks to ordinary people

If you’ve met HOPE – you have something to tell people
IF YOU’VE not met HOPE – you can meet HOPE today
