The Thrill of Hope

Matthew 1:18-25

The Fuel of Hope
We’ve been looking at HOPE

Hope in the life of a Jesus follower is different than the hope that is commonly meant by people
· I hope the power comes on soon

· I hope it snows for Christmas

· I hope there aren’t any family feuds at Christmas Dinner

· I hope that I get…

Hope in that way expresses a sentiment about a circumstance or a situation.

Hope for a Jesus follower is different

Hope for a Jesus follower is in Jesus as a person and His promises
“Hope is the sense of expectancy and optimism that God wants to instill in all of us who love him and have 

faith in him. It’s an overriding confidence he gives, reminding us that, even in the midst of our greatest 

problems, God is still with us—and he is greater than any challenge we might face.” Lee Strobe
“Hoping does not mean doing nothing… It is the opposite of desperate and panicky manipulations, of
scurrying and worrying. And hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an illusion or fantasy to protect us 

from our boredom or our pain.”
“It means a confident, alert expectation that God will do what He said He will do. It is a willingness to let 

God do it His way and in His time.” Eugene Peterson, “A Long Obedience in the Same Direction”
Today I want to talk about: Hope as the motivator for difficult decisions and moments in life
Joseph – The husband of Mary, the stepfather of Jesus

Here’s what we know about Joseph
Joseph was a descendant of King David

Joseph was a carpenter

It is held that as was customary, and according to tradition he was older than Mary
At some point, Joseph and Mary were pledged and then engaged
About the time for Mary to give birth to Jesus, the couple was required to travel to Bethlehem Joseph’s ancestral home to be registered in the census and pay taxes

He is referred to as the “supposed” father of Jesus – Luke 3:23
When Jesus was somewhere around two years old
Joseph was warned in a dream to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt

Later he was instructed in a dream to return to Israel

The instructed to go to Nazareth
The family settled in Nazareth

A village of about 400 in the northern part of Israel

Region of Galilee

When Jesus was about 12 

Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.

When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom.

After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.

Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day.

Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.

When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.

When his parents saw him, they were astonished.

His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you."

"Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?"

But they did not understand what he was saying to them.

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.

But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

(Luke 2:41-52 NIV)

The trip to Jerusalem is the last mention of Joseph

He is not mentioned in the record of Jesus ministry

Only one time in Jesus’ ministry is he referred to as Joseph’s son

It is universally agreed that Joseph had died sometime before Jesus began his public ministry.

“This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph.”

THERE WAS THE PLEDGE.

The pledge was often made when the couple were only children.
It was usually made through the parents, or a professional matchmaker.
It was often made without the couple involved ever having seen each other. 

Marriage was thought to be far too serious to be left up to two young people who claimed to be in love and who were overdosing on hormones.

THERE WAS THE ENGAGEMENT.
At this point, all the parties involved agreed that the marriage was going to take place.

Legal marriage document
Once the engagement was entered it was absolutely binding.

It lasted for one year.

During that year the couple were known as husband and wife
It was marriage without sex
Marriage without living together.

The engagement could only be terminated by a formal divorce.

A girl whose fiancé died during the year of engagement would be called “a virgin who is a widow.”
THERE WAS THE WEDDING AND CONSUMMATION 
“But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.”
The next paragraph starts

“As he considered this…”

Thought about, pondered, considered, mulled over

He found out that she was pregnant.

He knew that he wasn’t the father.

He had every right to believe that she had been unfaithful to him and to their betrothal.

There was her story of how she had become pregnant. “God did this to me.”

Who would believe that story?
This was the only time in the history of the human race that such a thing has happened.

Joseph had every reason in the world to think that she had not only cheated on him
That she was also lying to cover up her sin.

Break the engagement

End the betrothal

This could only be done by regular divorce – He would divorce her
He could divorce her publicly – shaming her before the village
He could divorce her privately

But - “Being righteous” – being kind – thinking about the consequences for Mary

If he divorced her, he would do it privately

He’d give her the certificate of divorce privately, only in the presence of two witnesses
Restore her to her friends without the punishment commonly inflicted on adultery.
“As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. ‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’”
“All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:

‘Look! The virgin will conceive a child!

She will give birth to a son,

and they will call him Immanuel,

which means ‘God is with us.’”

“When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.” Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT)

What can we learn about HOPE? 
Joseph was so concerned about the social stigma of the pregnancy that he was serious about divorcing Mary
What would he tell people?

What would he tell his parents?

“She’s pregnant, and God’s the Father! “

Some would believe it was his fault

Others would conclude that the pregnancy a result of her unfaithfulness
Did people already know?

Who knew?

The fear of people’s reaction, opinion and response were so powerful that he determined that his only option was to divorce Mary.

Joseph’s fear illustrates the significance of social opinion and mores that governed how people responded to pregnancy out of wedlock.

The humiliation of pregnancy before marriage was the mindset through most of the last 1,000 years of Western History. 

A pregnant girl was sent to aunties house or elsewhere to avoid personal disgrace and to alleviate family embarrassment and shame. 
The stigma about pregnancy outside of marriage is almost nonexistent today
In many circles, the person who believes that it is preferable to have a dad and mom who are married are the ones who are shamed into changing their views.

In many circles, the view has almost completely flipped so that there is something dreamy about a woman having a baby without being in a committed relationship.
The “I don’t need a man, I can do this alone” bravado is venerated.

Let’s go back 2,000 years to the Jewish world.
The pressure on Mary and Joseph relationally, economically and socially would have been rough.

· Where they could live
· How other people viewed them
· Joseph’s ability to be one of the elders of the community

· How they would be viewed in the synagogue

Bastard Child
In an exchange with religious leaders, Jesus was accused of being an illegitimate child. 

“We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true Father.” John 8:41 (NLT)

The word translated illegitimate in this translation is a caustic word. 

The word on the street, even as an adult was that Jesus had been/was illegitimate.

“We are not illegitimate children and born out of fornication; we have one Father, even God.” John 8:41 (AMPC)
 “We are not ·like children who never knew who their father was…” John 8:41 (Expanded Bible)

When Joseph awoke, he immediately what he was told
“When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.”
Joseph EMBRACED all that Mary’s pregnancy would thrust upon him.
HOPE FUELED JOSEPH’S OBEDIENCE
“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross...” Hebrews 12:2 (GNT)

Because of the joy…
· Salvation of mankind
· Fulfillment of the mission
· The resurrection

What was down the road filled Jesus with HOPE

What was down the road filled Joseph with HOPE

· The result of the birth of the Messiah
· The deliverance of people from their sin

· That filled him with HOPE

HOPE fueled his embrace of shame, rejection, and disgrace. 
HOPE has been the fuel behind so many of the events in history

THE HOPE that Job would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living fueled him to be faithful
THE HOPE produced by a vision fueled Joseph in the OT when he was imprisoned in Egypt

THE HOPE of deliverance from Egypt fueled Moses’ obedience
The HOPE of the fulfillment of God’s promise to Daniel and the people of Israel when they were POW in Babylon fueled their commitment no matter the cost

HOPE is what fueled the Apostle Paul all the way to Rome and his execution 
HOPE of reward fuels
· Obedience to Jesus of a wife or husband in a rough marriage

· The faithfulness of an employee
· The kindness of a student who is mistreated by a teacher/professor

· Financial responsibility in times of hardship

Letter from Chinese pastor
Lesson about HOPE

Hope does not mean God is going to remove difficulties and trials

It is common that God calls people to embrace hardship

Instead of removing trials he infuses people with the hope that fuels them

Hope is not about getting you out of your trials

Hope is the fuel to get you through the trial 

HOPE in the reward of Jesus

HOPE in hearing the words of Jesus – “Well done!” – “Way to go!
