Living Truth and Grace

Truth and Grace
Our world, country, and culture has gone through cataclysmic changes in the last decade, five years, year

The rate of change doesn’t appear to be slowing

Can a Jesus follower live faithfully to Jesus and the teaching of Scripture in this changing world?
What does faith look like … ?
Where does a Jesus follower fit in broader culture?

Movies, books, TV series – Post-apocalyptic world –  Hunger Games, Walking Dead, etc.
MTV – Survey of Gen Z – term to best describe your generation

FOUNDERS

The world needs a “Reset.”

Boomers, Busters, Millennials – Gen Z – 1996 – 2014 - 
Change 

The world is radically different than it was in 2010

1960 – Only governments and militaries had the WWW

1970 – Smaller organizations entered the computer world

1980 – Hobbyist were making computers from kits

1990 – Most homes in the US had a computer connected to the www.

2000 – Most of the world had internet

2010 – The internet was inserted into our pockets

Most common name in the English-speaking world – Smith

Most common name in the world - Wang

4th Great Communication Revolution

1. Development of language itself

2. Writing

3. Mechanization of writing

4. Electronic Encoding

Here we are in this shifting culture – moral and immoral, the corruption

Moral and Immoral – what is moral and immoral has changed

Judging is the immoral

Dripping wealth is immoral

Regardless of what your views are – Legalized marijuana, safe injection sites – have changed the landscape

The #MeTo movement

Five years ago, very few in the room had heard the term LGBT

Today – it is used daily

Jesus followers need to learn how to stand firm and love well at the same time
What are the challenges today?

What will the challenges be in 18 months?

What is the nature of the world situation and crisis?

How should I live?

How should the church live?

How should each of us engage in what is happening?

How can I stand firm in my faith in a world where people are so different than I am?

How do I respond when people say that my “Christian” views are unloving?

Do we go with the flow/current of culture?

Do we stand by and watch?

How do I interact meaningfully with people who think differently than I do?

If I stand for truth, what will people think of me?

How do I help my kids engage in culture without losing them to it?

There is a new category of people/Belief system
Theism – there is a god – I believe in God/god/gods
Agnosticism – I’m not sure that god exists and if He does what difference does it make?
Atheism – There is no god, what you see is all that there is
Apa-theism – I don’t care – maybe, maybe not – I don’t care!
· I’m not interested

· I don’t think about God

· I just do my own thing

· I don’t know why people think about such stuff

“Man is becoming as narrowly ‘practical’ as the irrational animals. In lecturing to popular audiences, I have repeatedly found it almost impossible to make them understand that I recommended Christianity because I thought its affirmations to be objectively true. They are simply not interested in the question of truth or falsehood. They only want to know if it will be comforting, or ‘inspiring,’ or socially useful. 
(In English we have a peculiar difficulty here because in popular speech ‘believe in’ has two meanings, (a) To accept as true, (b) To approve of—e.g., ‘I believe in free trade.’ Hence when an Englishman says he ‘believes in’ or ‘does not believe in’ Christianity, he may not be thinking about truth at all. Very often he is only telling us whether he approves or disapproves of the Church as a social institution.)” Essay Modern Man and His Categories of Thought

Another way to look at what is happening in the Western World - The Era of the 2nd Fall
The “1st Fall.” 
Human beings, in Adam and Eve, disobeyed God and were kicked out of the Garden of Eden

The “2nd Fall.”
Human beings kicked God out of the human realm

Humans now function without any thought about God

Functioning without a thought about something/someone beyond us is new to humanity
There have always been gods, supernatural, spiritual

Truth and morality came from beyond – someone and somewhere else
“I sometimes wonder whether we shall not have to re-convert men to real Paganism as a preliminary to converting them to Christianity.” CS Lewis – Modern Man and His Categories of Thought

Issachar

List of the men who had joined David’s army.

1 Chronicles 12:32

Group of men from the tribe of Issachar

5th son of Jacob and Leah
Deborah – was from the tribe of Issachar – Judge that led the armies of Israel
Talmud – The wisest in the Sanhedrin – the Issacharians
“From the tribe of Issachar, there were 200 leaders of the tribe with their relatives. All these men understood the signs of the times and knew the best course for Israel to take.” (1 Chronicles 12:32 NLT)
“They kept up-to-date in their understanding of the times and knew what Israel should do.” (1 Chronicles 12:32 ISV)
“These men understood the right thing for Israel to do at the right time.” (1 Chronicles 12:32 ERV)
Daniel, who we are going to look at next week, told his entourage to “seek mercy from the God of heaven” 

We need to pray for mercy and understanding 

If we don’t

What will happen to our children?

What will happen to our families?

What will happen to our neighbors?

“Religion today is not transforming people; rather it is being transformed by the people. It is not raising the moral level of society; it is descending to society’s own level, and congratulating itself that it has scored a victory because society is smilingly accepting its surrender.” A. W. Tozer
The Apostle John, late in life, wrote an account of the life of Jesus

Most scholars agree that he had read Matthew, Mark and Luke’s account of Jesus 

As well as many of the other documents that were circulating about Jesus

“I’m going to write some of the stuff that you haven’t read, that hasn’t been written down by others.”

That is one of the reasons that his account of Jesus’ life is so different
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.” (John 1:1-2 ESV)
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 ESV)

We need the work of the HS

We need Jesus

FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH 
Not a balance/the balance of grace and truth
In our strength, we can try to balance grace and truth

Balance isn’t what is called for

Balance is based on the measure of each

Our example is not balance

Our example is FULL

It is only in the power of the HS that we can be FULL OF GRACE and TRUTH

We MUST STRIVE TO BE FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH
How do we remain solid in our Christian faith when the white-water rapids of cultural change threaten to carry us away?
River/Rapids

Drawing/White Board
Culturally
Family

Work

Community

Raising Kids

Inner Tubes with bumper stickers

· Live your own truth!

· Be true to yourself!

· Gender fluidity

· It’s legal

· Brought to you by “High on 99.”

· “If it feels good, do it.”
· “Everyone else is doing it.”

· “As long as it doesn’t hurt anyone else, it’s OK.”
· “Whatever!”
Popular culture will always seek to tame us into compromise and compliance with its fast-moving trends.

· Culture, popular views, trends, trending will grind at our values

· Humans have always been tempted to adopt/accept the gods of the people around them.
Gods of sex, money, power, pleasure, self-reliance, self-determination
Truth
Climb out of the river, and settle on the shore and from the shore throw rocks, turn their backs, let them drown

People feel angry, threatened and frustrated so we withdraw and stand on the shore as culture and people drift downstream.

It is much easier to withdraw from culture, friendships, and community than to navigate the current. 
It is much easier to stand on the shore and judge. 

Ignore truth and float with culture

Grace
Climb out of the river, settle on the shore and watch people head towards the waterfall wishing them well 

We’re so tired of fighting – battle weary – just give blanket acceptance in order to avoid cultural conflicts

It is much easier to go along with culture, friendships and community than to navigate the current. 

It is much easier to jump in and accept everything and anything. 

Live and let live seems like the loving thing to do. 
Truth and Grace


Standing in the river


Not standing on the shore


Not ignoring those caught in the sweep of the current


Seeking to rescue

“Truth without grace is mean. Grace without truth is meaningless.” Chris Hodges
If we are going to stand in the current and rescue people who are drowning we must be FULL OF GRACE AND FULL OF TRUTH. 
FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH will require humility, compassion and dependence on the HS. 
In the river there are people who are having fun

They don’t want a hand

They don’t want you or me to reach out and try to save them

There are plenty who want someone to reach out and grab their hand

They are battling to fight the current
The suicide rate in America is causing the average life expectancy rate to drop for the first time in 60 years.
God directs us to be HIS people set apart
AND he commands us to go into all the world, love our neighbors and tell the good news of the life, death, burial, resurrection and new life in Jesus.
What we are going to talk about over the next 5 weeks
IF WE ARE GOING TO GET IT RIGHT

WILL TAKE A WORK OF THE HS FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES


A WORK OF THE HS THAT WILL NOT BALANCE GRACE AND TRUTH

FILL US WITH GRACE AND TRUTH

