Living Grace and Truth

Daniel 1:5-8; Daniel 3
Truth doesn’t move

1.20.2019
We’ve been looking at “How a follower of Jesus lives as a disciple, living true to Jesus’ teachings, in the 21st century.
Life is moving at such incredible speeds – CHANGE is happening so fast

Last September astronomers at the European Space Agency watched a glob of material the size of Earth get sucked into a black hole at about 56,000 MPs – (fast enough for the glob to travel twice around the earth in 1 sec.)

Even though the glob was the size of Earth, it was sucked in at such an incredible speed because of the extremely strong gravitational fields around the black hole.

During December Barbara and I stayed at a friend’s cabin

Flies – Vacuum

That’s kind of how it feels in our world/culture 

The gravitational fields of what is happening in our culture are pulling at what has been constant for thousands of years.

The Apostle John started his biography of the life of Jesus by describing Jesus as “full of GRACE and TRUTH.”

The Apostle John wrote that disciples of Jesus are to “live as he lived.”
How does a follower of Jesus live out “grace and truth” in the 21st Century?

River — Culture

Truth

· Stand on the shore

· Get on a tube or get on a tube and ride the rapids

Grace

· Cheer culture on – “You go girl!”
· Help people sucked in by culture to feel OK with what they are doing

· “You’ll be OK don’t worry – Jesus loves you!”

· Because of “love” jump right in and ride the current with them
· “… they not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who practice them.”

Living “Grace and truth” is standing in the river, against the current, rescuing those that want rescued. 

The pressure – the current – the gravitational fields are powerful
· It becomes confusing how to stand solidly in “grace and truth.”

· The pressure/current and gravitational pull wear people down

“When the whole world is running towards a cliff, he who is running in the opposite direction appears to have lost his mind.” C. S. Lewis

Imagine that a man walks into a courtroom and swears to tell “my truth, the whole of my truth, and nothing but my truth, so help you all.” 
Imagine your incredulity as, for whatever reason, he gives outlandishly false testimony. 
Imagine your dismay as the judge explains that all subsequent evidence and, especially, all cross-examination, must support the man’s “truth,” and as he instructs the members of the jury that they, too, must affirm “the man’s truth.”
“You be you. Live your truth. And know that New York City will have your back,” Mayor Bill de Blasio told a cheering crowd last year.
“Your Truth” or “My Truth” is a big deal in post-modern/post-Christian culture
Race

Identify as - Transracial

Director of NAACP in Spokane

Hawaii Representative - "Asian" - Asian Trapped in a white body

Age

Dutchman - 69 - Identifies as 20 years younger

52-year-old - Transgender Man identifies as a 6-year-old girl - Permitted to go to school

Species

Men and women - Identify as "cat."

I am cat trapped in a woman's body

A transgender man identifies as a Dog

Other people self-identify as: Wolf, Turkey, horse, dragon

Man - Sexless Alien

It is declared that: They are all being true to themselves and living “their truth.”

They are all fighting for rights and the "right to not be discriminated against"
You can’t discriminate against “My truth!”

What is the answer to – Your truth, my truth – etc.?
You can live however you want but don’t force me to buy and agree with your truth
“It’s not my truth!”

Here’s what is happening … 

People who want to live “their truth,” which to many doesn’t coincide with observable truth, want those who doubt them to accept “their truth” without having to accept the truth of the one who doubts their truth.

Editorial on the controversy about VP Pence’s wife taking a job teaching art at a Christian School

The school requires that teachers sign an agreement that they will abide by the teachings of the Bible in regard to marriage and sexuality.

In our post-Christian culture, “religious liberty” means the freedom to have your personal religious opinions. But it does not mean the freedom to act on them.

For instance, if you believe that life is sacred from conception to natural death, you’re “imposing” your beliefs on society if you work to end abortion or euthanasia. The same holds true if you believe that marriage is between one man and one woman and decline to provide services for a same-sex wedding.

Of course, the other side is clearly imposing its beliefs that a fetus is not yet a human life and same-gender couples should be free to marry. 

Tolerance is the chief value of our culture, unless our culture decides that someone is intolerant.
Daniel and his three companions are serving as an example of how followers of Jesus can live boldly in the 21st century.
Quick history

The Jewish people had been rebellious and disobedient to God
God warned them repeatedly – I’m going to count to 3 or 10 or 1000

They continued to rebel

God let the Assyrian’s overrun their land

Then the Babylonians attacked and conquered the Assyrians

Then after 70 years the Persians/Medes attacked and conquered the Babylonians.

The Babylonians took POW back to Babylon

Part of the entourage was young Jewish men/boys 

Good looking, strapping, without defect, smart, quick studies

The young men that the King approved of would be chosen to serve in the King’s court
“The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king. Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishaal, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah.” (Daniel 1:5-6 ESV)

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

They would study, prepare and learn for three years.
At the end of the three years, they would stand before the king.

“But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank.  therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself.” (Daniel 1:8 ESV)

Daniel: “I’m not going to cave to culture. I’m going to fight!”

Daniel stood in the river – I’ll stand here and nowhere else.
Back to the RIVER
· The temptation is always to move a little further downstream
· The pressure is strong – substances, materialism, irresponsibility, sexuality, what love looks like
· It is easy to begin to rationalize – Why am I standing here?

· There aren’t a lot of other people standing here?

· Look at how many people are standing down there!

· Why not down there?

· Why not around the bend a little bit?

· I bet the current won’t be as strong down there?

Wasn’t that the pressure brought to bear on Adam and Eve?
Did God really say … stand right there?

Did God really say … 

"There are many angles in which you can fall, but only one angle in which you can stand straight.” G.K. Chesterton

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego served faithfully in the King’s court.
They had spent a few years serving
Not giving in to the culture 

Not surrendering to the currents that were pulling on them.

They are the living example of the Apostle Paul’s instructions 700 years later
“Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away.” (1 Corinthians 7:31 NLT)

Daniel 3
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.’” (Daniel 3:16-18 NLT)

“Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face became distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than usual. Then he ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. So they tied them up and threw them into the furnace, fully dressed in their pants, turbans, robes, and other garments. And because the king, in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as they threw the three men in. So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring flames.” (Daniel 3:19-23 NLT)
But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, ‘Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?’”

“’Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly did,’ they replied. ‘Look!’ Nebuchadnezzar shouted. 

‘I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!’” 

“Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace and shouted: ‘Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire.” (Daniel 3:24-26 NLT)

When they came out of the furnace – the fire had not touched them

Their hair was not singed
Their clothing was not scorched
They didn’t even smell like smoke

“Then Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. Therefore, I make this decree: If any people, whatever their race or nation or language, speak a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and their houses will be turned into heaps of rubble. 
There is no other god who can rescue like this!’ Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to even higher positions in the province of Babylon.” (Daniel 3:28-30 NLT)
· Not in caving to the culture

· Not in serving their gods or worshipping the golden statue

· They stood in the river

· They weren’t going to buy into the “fluidity of truth.”

Ironically “non-fluid” – the ABSOLUTE description of the fluidity of truth is:
“Truth is a fluid entity, constantly changing.”  
“Truth is fluid and alterable.”

Two Thousand years ago, when Pilate was interrogating Jesus, Jesus said “The reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” Pilate then asked the eternal question: “What is truth?” 

Don’t accept the lie that truth is fluid. There are truths in this world that are absolute and unalterable.

Don’t move downstream thinking that the current will be calmer.
The current downstream will be more powerful.

“We will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up!”
· We won’t worship the gods of sex, money, power, political correctness, fluidity of truth, entertainment

· We will not get out of the river

· We will serve God right here, right now, in this culture

· We will do all that we can to introduce people to Jesus.

“Those in the circle of Christ had no doubt of his love; those in our circles should have no doubt about ours.” Max Lucado
