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Sermon Notes 

C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R  

GENERAL FUND - SEPTEMBER 

 M-T-D           MO. BUDGET        Y-T-D         Y-T-D  Budget 

$ 9,523.81        $15,288.00          $129,525.77        $138,178.20     

    MISSIONS  
M-T-D          MO. BUDGET         Y-T-D          Y-T-D Budget 

$ 1,134.00  $ 1,577.00          $13,246.00         $14,189.15 Lead Pastors           Brad & Susie Carlson  
Youth Pastors         Joseph & Frankie Richardson  

Kara Cusic, newly appointed  

missionary to be here October 16th 

God has opened many ministry doors 
in Buryatia, a region of Siberia that is 
interrelated with Mongolia. Kara is 
working with a national team to train 
youth and leaders to reach both inside and outside the 
borders of Russia, helping them to become tools for  
effective soul-winning and church planting throughout 
Russia-Siberia and beyond.  Kara will be sharing during 
Adult Sunday School and the first part of Kid’s Life. 



 

 

    

Connections this Week… 

TODAY 
9:15 am Adult Sunday School 
10:30 am Pastor Brad 

12:00 Noon Golden Agers Lunch @ Casa Mia 
 

MONDAY 
6:00 pm “Not by Bread Alone”  Dinner  
 

THURSDAY 
10:30 am Ladies Prayer (led by Bonnie Markley)  
  

   

Visitors, Thank you for joining us! 
We are excited that you have joined us this morning. It is 
our prayer that you feel at home among friends.  Please 
fill out the visitor card and put in the offering plate or 

hand to an usher today. 
 
Children’s Church is provided for  
ages  3 -11 and Nursery care is 
available.  The room off of the 
Nursery is for mothers to change 
and feed their babies. 

MAIN FOCUS THIS WEEK:  
Jesus forgives us 
 

VERSE:  “Seeing their faith, Jesus 

said to the man, ‘young man, your 
sins are forgiven’” (Luke 5:20) 

We welcome you today...  
The following is from the Taylors in Indonesia… 

“When we first moved to Indonesia, American 

friends often asked us, “Are you safe there?”  When 

our babies were born in America, some even asked, 

“Are you taking your kids with you?”  Upon arrival in Indonesia in 2004, 

horrible images of the Twin Towers were still freshly engraved in our minds, 

so it felt like a slap in the face when we occasionally saw Indonesians proudly 

wear shirts displaying pictures of Osama Bin Laden.  But God called us to 

Love the people. Muslim people became our friends, even “seperti saudara,” 

like family.  As the frequency of terrorism has increased through the years, 

Americans have stopped asking us, “Are you safe there?”  Terrorism isn’t just 

overseas anymore.  It is a painful reminder of that reality, since the  

perpetrator of the Cascade Mall shooting in Washington State was captured in 

our parents’ hometown.  Our hearts ache once again.  We deeply hurt for fam-

ilies of innocent victims whose lives were prematurely taken in this awful 

shooting. Our hearts also grieve because the shooter descended from yet an-

other Muslim country.  Our hearts still break for lost Muslim people.   

Living in the most populous Muslim nation for more than a decade, we have 

come to believe three simple things:  1. Muslim people are not our enemy;  

2.  Satan is our enemy;  3.  Jesus is our only hope.  At our  children’s 

school, the majority of the staff are Muslim people.  After the attacks in 

France, one of these Muslim friends came with tears in her eyes and asked, 

“Why is it always us.”  Muslim friends respect us as people who practice au-

thentic faith, even though they know our faith is in Jesus Christ.  Questions 

such as these as well as deep faith conversations occur naturally as a result of 

ongoing friendships and genuine love for our neighbors.  It is also through 

authentic relationships with Muslim people that miracles happen.  Our little 

girl invited her teacher to church saying, “Do you want to come hear my Dad 

speak?”  Her teacher came along with his Muslim girlfriend.  She wept 

throughout the service and said, “I have gone to mosque all my life, but I have 

never felt God before.”  When we hosted this couple for a meal in our home, 

we gave them a Bible. As she began reading at our table, she wept once again, 

hugged the Indonesian Bible close to her heart and said, “This is the first time 

I have ever read the true words of God.”  This couple gave their hearts to 

Christ and they were baptized this Easter.  Muslim people are no longer just 

our neighbors: they are now your neighbors.  Whether  we like it or  not, 

lost Muslim people, many of whom come from unreachable places are now 

neighbors of the American Church. Tragedies in the Western world have re-

sulted in indescribable pain and have risen to fear. Yet, it is Christ’s love that 

compels us to move beyond this fear and genuinely love our neighbors, in-

cluding Muslim people.  Our prayer for you in America is from Acts 4:29-30.  

Five times each day, faithful Muslim people actively seek something you pos-

sess; A genuine relationship with the one, true, living God.  May your love for 

Christ and your love for people testify to His reality today.” 

Today we are happy to have Janet Swinton 

from Care Net introduce us to the  Baby Bottle  

Campaign.  Care Net Pregnancy Center of 

Thurston County extends a hand of friendship 

and shares the Gospel of 

Jesus to families in crisis.  

We are excited to partner 

with Care Net in this way 

and  Janet will share briefly about how we can help. 

October Night of Prayer 

October 20th 

5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 

Church will be open for 

those who wish to come  

and pray. 

Teachers, remember to stay after today for a meeting.  Lunch will 

be provided. 

W elcome!  It is with joy in 
our hearts, we welcome all 

who have come to celebrate the victory 
we receive through Christ our Lord.  
Your presence adds to our joy! 


