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Dear Friends, 

 

Mid-May saw the completion of a map of the city districts of 

a city in the Middle East.  This map will be used as a tool for 

praying for this city and it was very much appreciated by those 

who serve there.  Although one might expect making a map of 

city districts would be a pretty mundane project, in fact it was 

a challenge to make because of the difficulty in finding 

information on the district boundaries.   Please pray that this 

map will be helpful for those who want to pray for this city 

and that Christ will build His Church there. 

 

The three maps to the right are examples of maps that are 

being made for each of the 13 districts of Taiwan that have a 

population over 100,000 and, at the same time, a population / 

Protestant church ratio of more than 10,000.  These 13 

districts stand out because the other 56 districts in Taiwan that 

have such a large population all have at least one church for 

every 10,000 people or less.  Many of them have one church 

for every 5,000 people or less.  It is hoped that detailed 

(neighborhood level (里)) maps of population and Protestant 

church locations will yield some insights on where strategic 

places to begin new churches in these 13 districts might be. 

 

The maps on the right are all for Tainan City’s Annan 

District, located in southern Taiwan.  Of the 13 districts, 

Annan has the weakest church presence (continued on back). 

 

 ------------------ SUPPORT SITUATION --------------------   

Since 1990 we have pursued the missionary ministry that God 

has called us to.  All along the way we have depended on the 

prayers and contributions of others and our needs have been 

met.   We are thankful for the impact for missions that 

George’s maps have been having in different parts of the 

world and would like to continue this, Lord willing, until 

retirement in the fall of 2020.   
 

We thank the Lord for providing for us through the churches 

and individuals that are partnering with us in both prayer and 

in finances!  However, we are currently facing a critical 

situation with respect to finances.  After being under 

supported for a number of years we have now seen a further 

decline in support (as churches and individuals find 

themselves financially unable to continue) and this could 

undermine our ability to continue in our ministry.  TEAM has 

set a support level of $4,722/ month for us and we find that 

our received support is averaging about $1,000/month below 

that. 

 

You may never have supported us financially, but would you 

consider joining our support team for a “short term” 3.5 year 

commitment as we press forward on what we expect to be the 

last lap in our missionary service?  We enclose a response card 
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for your use.  Whether you decide to partner with us 

financially or not, please pray with us that the Lord will 

provide $1,000/month of new support. 
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(Annan maps continued from front)  since there are only nine 

churches for a population of about 188,000 people.   

 

Map A shows the population range for each of the 

neighborhoods of the district plus the locations of the nine 

churches.  All nine churches are in the eastern end of the 

district, which is where the population is concentrated.  (The 

neighborhood names have been removed from the maps in this 

prayer letter in order to avoid clutter at such a small map size.) 

 

Map B divides the district into nine groupings of 

neighborhoods (the groupings are arbitrary – they could be 

grouped in other ways) in an attempt to show the populations 

of the neighborhoods clustered around each church.  The need 

for additional churches is clearly seen for the five areas (A, E, 

F, G, and I) that have only one, or no, church and total 

populations of over 20,000.  

 

Map C shows the neighborhood borders and locations of the 

nine churches superimposed over satellite imagery.  A high 

density of buildings and no nearby churches may indicate a 

good possible area for a new church.  The satellite imagery 

also shows that there are several concentrations of population 

in area I, which is large in area but has a low overall 

population density.  One of these pockets of  higher population 

density might be a good place to consider starting a church in 

the western part of Annan District. 

 

Please pray as work goes forward to make similar maps for 

the other 12 districts that have a population over 100,000 and  

a relatively low Protestant church presence.  Overall, these 13 

districts have a total of 786 neighborhoods and 259 Protestant 

churches.  The total population of these districts is 3,176,000 

(13.6% of Taiwan’s total population).  When the set of maps is 

completed we will seek to get them posted on the Internet so 

missionaries and pastors in Taiwan can easily access them. 

  

Other Mapping Work  

 

Two maps were made showing the locations of 50 water wells 

drilled as part of the ministry of a missionary couple in 

southern Chad.  The completed maps were much appreciated 

by this couple and will be used by them to share with others 

about their ministry. 

 

 George has recently updated a few of the prefecture maps he 

made last year for the Rural Japan Church Planting 

Network (RJCPN) to reflect new information on the church 

status of several villages/towns.  Please pray for RJCPN 

during July 3 – 4 when they will have opportunity to speak to  

a meeting of about 100 Japanese pastors about church planting 

in rural areas.  Maps George made will be used in this 

presentation.  About 800 villages/towns in rural Japan, each 

having a population of at least 7,000, have no church.  Pray 

that God will raise up workers who are called and equipped 

to start new churches in rural areas.   

 

A Russian language version of the map of the 45 unreached 

ethno-linguistic groups (all Muslim) of the North Caucasus 

Mountains of Russia was completed in early May.   Soon 

afterward, it was given to a man who was planning to take it to 

a meeting of a major Russian denomination that he is part 

of.  We look forward to hearing how the map was received at 

this meeting but haven’t heard anything yet. 

 

Church Visits  We will be sharing updates on our ministry at  

churches in Chicago (June 18) and in Osco, IL (July 9).  If 

your church or Bible study group would like to hear about the 

mapping ministry we would be happy to come and share about 

it.  Please contact us if you would be interested in knowing 

more.  

 

TEAM’s annual REAP training meeting will be held July 8 

– 14 at nearby Wheaton College.  This is a time for training 

and fellowship for missionaries who are in the US for home 

assignment.  George’s involvement with REAP will be at the 

info fair where he will be available to talk with missionaries 

about how maps could be useful to their work.  Please pray 

that God will bless the missionaries/staff at REAP with good 

times of fellowship and fruitful and encouraging meetings. 

 

Taiwan Beigang Area Prayer Requests:   Each month we 

seek prayer requests from a number of missionaries who serve 

in the very idolatrous Beigang area in south central Taiwan.   

The prayer requests are then sent out to churches and 

individuals who want to pray for a spiritual breakthrough in 

this area.  Current prayer requests:   

1.  The special Mother’s Day worship service at the Suantou 

Church in Liuchiao Township had 44 mothers in attendance – 

all who were invited came!  Please pray that those who came 

but don’t know Christ will seek and put their trust in Him. 

2.  A believer, “Uncle” Kai, has dedicated his home in the Go-

bei district of Dalin Town to be used for the gospel.  A 

church is starting in his home and it will be the first one in the 

district.  Please pray for God’s blessing and for many to come 

to Christ through this new church. 

 

Family   John and Hannah went through the crucial process 

of getting a well drilled on their Idaho land in May.  The well 

had to go very deep but the result was a very good water 

source. Praise the Lord!   Our plans to move to northern Idaho 

this summer had to be delayed to the fall.  We look forward 

to living near John and Hannah.  Since the area has good 

Internet access, George plans to continue his mapping ministry 

with TEAM by working from there remotely. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support!  

George and Marlys 
 

Contributions to our ministry can be sent to TEAM, P.O. Box 

1986, Grapevine, TX 76099, with a note that it is for our 

ministry.   Giving online is also an option.   Please go 

to:  http://www.team.org/give, click on “Give Now”, and 

search for us by name under “Select a Missionary or Project”. 
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