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June & July
"This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm 118:24 (ESV)
This verse (along with the tune) often pops into my head these days when | wake up and see the summer
beauty around me. Each day is God's gift, a good thing for me to remember as | go about the day's tasks.
June and July have been active months at COEN. Classes and worship have continued at their usual times.
Plus we have been involved in meetings and events, and have enjoyed some summer visitors. See the
summary below.

*Mark attended a trustees board meeting at Ayumi no le (the House of the Way) in mid-June. This is a facility
for mentally and physically challenged adults that Mark's parents and the Ogaki Church started in the '70's.
He was encouraged to see the board's focus on Christ and their love and care for the people continuing to
shine. Soon, the daughter and son-in-law of long-time church members will take over leadership of Ayumi
no le.

*Mark also attended the EFCJ Ministerial meeting in mid-June. He was encouraged by seeing pastors taking
initiative in new outreach ministries to fit the people in their area, such as gardening, cafes, and counseling.
He also met a former pastor interested in visiting COEN in November to check it out.

*Kelly, from Hawaii, who completed a 5-week college internship at COEN four years ago, returned for two
weeks in June to visit friends. It was fun to see her again and to hear about the changes and growth she
saw in COEN people. Her gentle spirit and love for the people was great to see.

*Phil and Karla Saint, our long time friends from MN, visited us for 10 days the end of June and beginning of
July. It was fun to see MN and Japan mesh as they experienced our life here for the first time! Phil and Karla
shared the 60-year-old story of his family's life and his father's death as a missionary in Ecuador (twice
during the week and once on Sunday morning), showing clips of the movie, "At the End of the Spear".
People were amazed by this story of love and forgiveness for a violent tribe of people. And we were grateful
that they were willing to share so deeply about a difficult family story. Please pray that this story will remain in
people's memories and influence more of them to trust in the God of love.

*The Naoko Band held a charity concert at COEN on July 1st for the Fukushima kids' camp to be held near
Sapporo the first week of August. COEN people have donated about a thousand dollars to support kids
coming to camp from the area still affected by the nuclear accident six years ago. Please pray for Mark as he
kayaks with the Fukushima kids on August 4th, and for people to know the love of God behind the gifts.

* Becky, who worked at COEN for several months from 2011 to 2013, visited with her mom, Maureen, for a
week in July. It was fun to have them here with us, to catch up with their lives and to help Becky show her
mom her life in Japan. Their love for people here was very evident.

Coming up:

*Vacation! Athlee's kids' classes will be on break for a month until August 29th. Cafe COEN and the English
department will be closed for the Obon holiday week from August 10 to 17th. Please pray for good rest and
times with friends and family for COEN's staff.

*Our daughter Sarah and son-in-law Peter and kids, Alina, William and Elsa will be visiting us from August 3 to 23.
Please pray for safe travel connections, for refreshment and a good time for the whole family.

Thanks for your prayers!

Athlee and Mark Bowman
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