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2017 SUMMER OUTREACH  

ENGLISH CLASSES (OEC) 

 

 TMC hosted a week of Outreach English Classes July 

24-29 for both children and adults. We didn’t have as many 

students as in 2015, but did have a very good week. John and 

Sandi Forster and their two daughters, Tori and Jodi from 

Washington State came to help us and to teach. John is a Japan 

MK (missionary kid) which was a big advantage for them. He 

and Sandi also taught for two years at Okinawa Christian 

School (many years ago). Besides teaching, John led us in 

singing with guitar both Sundays they were here.  

 On Saturday before classes began we took them and 

an OEC team Jon Prins was working with at Soka EFC on a 

prayer-walking tour around our area of Sumida. Sunday 

afternoon we gave our team an orientation to their week of 

teaching English.  

 The Forsters fit in very well and did a good job with 

their students. With the adults, we had a different topic each 

night – Travel, Sports, Health, Entertainment, and Weather. I 

did a Bible time each evening for which the topic was a 

springboard. Then on Sunday my sermon at our English 

worship was directed toward non-Christians. Two of our 

students attended, as well as a couple of other non-Christians 

who were invited. All of them were people we have had 

contact with before this OEC, and whom we expect to have 

further contact with.  

 

  
  

UPDATE ON MY MOM 

 

 I arrived back in Japan on June 30th, just in time to 

pay my local tax bill. My four months in the U.S. were full 

and tiring. There were so many things to take care of, and no 

one gives you a road map for the proper sequence.  

 By the time I left, we had submitted everything we 

needed to qualify for Title 19, and my mom received official 

“enrollment” in July. Only after that could a social worker be 

assigned to help with placement. Actually, just at that time an 

agency we had looked at before and asked that my mom be 

put on a waiting list for a group home informed us that they 

had an opening.  

  

 

 
My brother took my mom to see it, and they both felt 

good about it. Things are still in process, but we hope this will 

work out, even though it is in the county next to the one we 

applied in. Lord willing, things will be settled in August.  

 

MY EYES 

 

 For the past year, the eye doctor here in Japan has 

been keeping an eye on the retina in my right eye which has 

thinned in two places. One day soon after I got back to Tokyo, 

I was having flashes in my far right peripheral vision, so I 

went to the doctor immediately. I needed to have laser surgery 

to prevent a retinal detachment, and it was done on July 11th. 

Two weeks later the doctor said it was coming along fine, 

though I have felt something is not quite right in that eye. It is 

hard to explain. I need to have another check-up next week. 

The other thin spot may need the same surgery at some time.  

  

JOTS AND TITTLES 

 

 My cousins Bob and Jacki Dietze from Detroit 

visited my mom and me in June. We took a drive around town 

past places my dad and mom used to work and live and where 

I grew up. We also enjoyed Strawberry Schaum Torte at an 

historic restaurant in that part of the city. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 

• Pray for our English worship service and Japanese Bible 

study on Sunday mornings. 

• Pray for Ann as she plans to begin a Sunday School (in 

Japan called “Church School,” or “C.S.”)  

• Pray for our regular weekly and monthly English classes. 

Pray for hearts to be opened to the gospel. 

• Give thanks for a good week of Outreach English Classes 

in July.  

• Pray for provision to cover a loss of $200/month in support 

due to a policy change at one of my supporting churches. 

• Give thanks that things are working out for my mom and 

pray as she gets settled in a group home. 

• Give thanks that laser surgery on my right eye went well. 

There seem to be some lingering effects. Pray that they 

will go away. 
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