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Dear Friends, 

 

We thank the Lord for a good summer.  We did some travelling 

to see family, made some progress on preparing for our move to 

Idaho this fall, and were happy that the summer months had 

relatively few days with scorching heat. 

 

The mapping work for the 13 districts of Taiwan that have a 

population over 100,000 but a population / number of Protestant 

churches ratio over 10,000, is nearing completion.  Checking 

and then fixing (as needed) the boundaries for the total of 786 

neighborhoods in the 13 districts, and then placing the total of 

259 Protestant churches in these districts on the maps was time-

consuming, but is now completed.   

 

For each of the 13 districts five maps are being made: 
neighborhood population, church locations shown along with 

various groupings of neighborhoods (simplified versions of such 

maps are on the right), neighborhood borders and church 

locations superimposed over satellite imagery, male/female 

gender ratios for each neighborhood, and, where the data is 

available, population density for each neighborhood.  Each of 

the 13 districts falls in the category of having a high population 

but a relatively low church presence in comparison to the 

great majority of high population districts in Taiwan.  We hope 

that this set of maps will identify neighborhoods that could be 

strategic locations for new churches. 

 

The maps at the right show church locations and the populations 

of neighborhood groupings for 3 of the 13 districts.  (The 

groupings shown are one way of doing it – the neighborhoods 

could be grouped in other ways.) Each map shows areas of the 

district that would warrant further investigation as locations for 

new churches.   

 

Map A is for Luchou, a suburb of Taiwan’s capital city, Taipei.  

The table on the map shows that the D area has 24,000 people 

but no Protestant church.  The B area has 48,000 people but 

only two churches.  Luchou’s high population and a ratio of 

only 1 church for every 18,000 people puts this district very 

high on the list of places in Taiwan that need more churches. 

 

Map B shows that all 11 of the churches in Pate are located in 

populous areas that are not far from the main north/south 

highway that traverses the district. Although the eastern and 

western ends of the district have lower population density, there 

are still many people living there. Areas B, C, E, F, G, and H 

together have 96,000 people but no churches! 

 

Map C shows a harbor and industrial district in southern 

Taiwan’s Kaohsiung City.  The majority of Hsiaokang’s 

churches are clustered in one part of the district.  Areas D and E 

are heavily industrial, but still have a combined population of 

52,000, yet there is only one church between them.  

 

     DESIGNING MAPS THAT PROVIDE STRATEGIC  

           INFORMATION FOR MISSIONARY WORK                                                   

              Maps as Tools for Understanding, Planning,  

                           Communicating, Praying 

 

 

 

 
Support Situation  We continue to need nearly $1,000 per 

month of additional monthly support for our ministry.  Please 

pray that God would bless our finances and will provide for this 

urgent need.  See the back page for details about how to 

contribute to our ministry. 
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Please pray that the Lord will guide and bless as the full set of 

maps for the 13 districts are finished and prepared for 

submission for posting on the Internet. 

 

Once the maps of the 13 Taiwan districts are completed, George 

plans to focus on a set of maps that will show neighborhood 

level education levels for eight southwest suburbs of 

Taiwan’s capital, Taipei City.  The relative Protestant church 

strength in these eight suburbs (total population of 2.1 million) 

is much less than in neighboring Taipei City (population 2.7 

million).  Lower education levels may be a factor in 

understanding the lower church strength in these suburbs.   

 

Maps that show education level statistics for each of the 494 

neighborhoods in the eight suburbs plus Protestant church 

locations will, hopefully, yield some insights useful for prayer 

and planning ministry, including the starting of new churches.  

Since six of the eight suburbs are also included among the 13 

districts mapping project, much work toward the education 

levels map set has already been done.  Please pray that the Lord 

will guide as this work goes forward.    

 

Other Mapping Work   This summer small map sets were 

made for missionaries that serve in two separate sensitive areas 

of Southeast Asia. The maps will be used to share the 

missionaries’ ministry and vision with others.   

 

Taiwan Beigang Area Prayer Requests:   Each month we seek 

prayer requests from a number of missionaries who serve in the 

very idolatrous Beigang area in south central Taiwan.   The 

prayer requests are then sent out to churches and individuals 

who want to pray for a spiritual breakthrough in this area.  

 

Current prayer requests:   Prayer requests for the church that 

has been started in Szuhu Township, adjacent to Beigang: 

 

Praise God for the two camps and followup we had with 

children this summer.  Pray for them as they begin school, to be 

diligent and honoring to God.  Pray for a consistent attendance 

for our children's Sunday School, and please pray for the 

spiritual growth and development of those who teach the 

children each week.   

 

A Sad Farewell to Global Mapping International (GMI) 

With sadness we share that in June of this year Global Mapping 

International closed its doors.  We lived in Colorado Springs for 

two years (summer, 2007, to fall, 2009) after our return from 

Taiwan so that George could learn computer map making 

from a member of the staff at GMI.  GMI began on the 

campus of the US Center for World Mission in Pasadena, CA, 

and existed for 34 years.  Its ministries, all missions related, 

included research, surveying, publishing, technological support, 

producing maps related to missions, and training people, such as 

George, to use mapping software in their own ministries.   

 

GMI worked to “create, cultivate, and communicate mission 

information leading to insight that inspires Kingdom service”.  

Financial pressures, in the end, could not be surmounted and so  

 

 

 

 

the decision was made to close the ministry.  Some aspects of 

GMI’s ministry will continue as they have been passed on to  

other organizations.  George will always appreciate the two 

years he spent at GMI.  The training he received was 

competent and always given with patience and encouragement.  

The staff’s fellowship in efforts to bring the gospel to the world 

was also a consistent blessing.    

 

The sadness at GMI’s closure was compounded not long after 

by the tragic death in a car accident, at age 61, of GMI’s 

former Vice-President Bill Dickson on August 2.  Bill served 

with GMI for nearly all it’s existence.   He used his technology 

skills to help many missions organizations during the early days 

of the digital era.  George remembers him as a hard worker, 

zealous for missions, humorous, and very gifted in his abilities 

with technology.  Bill’s death is a great loss to missions. 

 

Bill made a significant statement about the place of research in 

missions that we appreciate: “I believe that we have an enemy 

who likes to muddle communication and confuse efforts to take 

news of the Kingdom to the ends of the earth.  I believe that 

good research, done cooperatively, is like turning on the lights 

in a dark room, and that instead of stumbling over each other in 

the dark, Kingdom workers can develop trust and begin moving 

together with clarity and purpose.” 

 

Family  We were very happy to be present for the dedication of 

George and Claire’s daughter Autumn Joy (now 7 months old) 

in August.   John and Hannah are seeing progress on the house 

they are building on their land in northern Idaho.  In late 

October we plan to make the move to Idaho.  George will 

continue to do his mapping ministry with TEAM, remotely, and 

we will be renting the house that John and Hannah are building.  

Please pray that our move to Idaho will go well and that the 

construction of the house would move forward without delays 

and with the blessings of the Lord upon it.  We plan to live in  

temporary housing at first when we get to Idaho. 

 

Thank you for being partners with us through your prayers 

and financial support!   May God bless you! 

 

George and Marlys 

 

Contributions to our ministry can be sent to TEAM, P.O. 

Box 1986, Grapevine, TX 76099, with a note that it is for our 

ministry.   Giving online is also an option.   Please go 

to:  http://www.team.org/give, click on “Give Now”, and search 

for us by name under “Select a Missionary or Project”. 
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