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9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have 

already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it  

is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 

11     there is no one who understands; 

    there is no one who seeks God. 

12 All have turned away, 

    they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 

    not even one.”[a] 

13 “Their throats are open graves; 

    their tongues practice deceit.”[b] 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[c] 

14     “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”[d] 

15 “Their feet are swift  to shed blood; 

16     ruin and misery mark their ways, 

17 and the way of peace they do not know.”[e] 

18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[f] 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it  says to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore 

no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the 

law we become conscious of our sin. 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28004a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28005b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28005c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28006d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28009e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A9-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28010f
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Good Morning My Sisters and Brothers in Christ .  I  am glad to see you in the Lord’s 

house this morning.  In light of the events of the past few weeks you might have considered 

that perhaps it  would be safer just to stay home with the door locked, the curtains drawn, 

under the bed covers with the Disney channel playing and plenty of milk and cookies.  I  

mean, how else can we deal with a world gone mad?  But to seek a return to a childhood 

in which we could expect someone else to deal with the bad stuff. 

A respected theologian, one that I often consult  when I am perplexed by a passage, 

 has taken four issues  

1) the killing by police of Alton Sterling in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and  

Philando Cast ile in St. Paul, Minnesota,  

2) the sniper killing of five police in Dallas, 

3) the FBI non-indictment of former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton after her 

repeated, FBI-acknowledged falsehoods and “extremely careless” handling of 

classified material, and  

4) the continued defense by national leaders of the legit imacy of killing children in 

their mother’s wombs.1   

placed them together in an art icle called the American Moment.  His premise is that as a 

country we are ignoring the “truth”.  And that when a people ignore the “truth” it becomes 

easy for them to be lead to another t ruth that is not t rue.  As a Christ ian theologian he of 

course builds an eloquent case for people of God to seek the truth as found in Jesus the 

Christ . 

 As a denomination, ABCMC, we are wrest ling with issues that are the result  of us living 

for many years with our heads in the sand.  We ignored gaps in communication, we turned 

a deaf ear to complaints, we played follow the leader because the leader had a 

reputation of goodness and mercy and just ice and so we overlooked, ignored, rat ionalized 

                                                 
1 http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/this-american-moment 
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those things we knew not to be “truth” in favor of being children in bed with the Disney 

channel and our milk and cookies. 

 Our children generally are not interested in the news, the History channel, or the 

stories of how life was when we were growing up.  I  imagine they think, as you and I might 

have when we were children, that there is t ime for that “adult’ stuff later.  But when later 

comes often our adult  children are lacking a foundation of information that will help them 

recognize the truth and then live the truth they believe with faith. 

 I  could provide many examples of what I mean, but let me limit  it  to just one. 

Black Lives Matter is a slogan, a movement, a polit ical group born out of the 2012 killing of 

Trayvon Mart in.  As Christ ians, parents, and concerned cit izens many of us have embraced 

this concept, but we have ignored another t ruth – Black Lives Matter should not just be 

about just ice for young black men at the hands of white police and law enforcement types 

– Black Lives Matter ought to be the batt le cry of young black men and women against the 

injust ice - the injust ice - they inflict upon each other.  Has anyone considered that black 

folks are killing more black folks then white folks are killing black folks?  I  can no longer be 

content with saying Black Lives Matter, my batt le cry will now be – ALL LIVES MATTER. 

 Now someone wants to know what does this have to do with Paul’s letter to the 

church at Rome.  The letter was about telling them the truth, so that they might be about 

the business of changing how they live into that truth. 

 Listen to the passage again, this t ime from The Message: 
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20 So where does that put us? Do we Jews get a better break than the others? Not really. 

Basically, all of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start  out in identical condit ions, which is to 

say that we all start  out as sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt about it : 

There’s nobody living right, not even one, 

    nobody who knows the score, nobody alert  for God. 

They’ve all taken the wrong turn; 

    they’ve all wandered down blind alleys. 

No one’s living right; 

    I  can’t find a single one. 

Their throats are gaping graves, 

    their tongues slick as mudslides. 

Every word they speak is t inged with poison. 

    They open their mouths and pollute the air. 

They race for the honor of sinner-of-the-year, 

    lit ter the land with heartbreak and ruin, 

Don’t know the first  thing about living with others. 

    They never give God the t ime of day. 

This makes it  clear, doesn’t it , that whatever is written in these Scriptures is not what God 

says about others but to us to whom these Scriptures were addressed in the first  place! And 

it ’s clear enough, isn’t  it , that we’re sinners, every one of us, in the same sinking boat with 

everybody else? Our involvement with God’s revelat ion doesn’t put us right with God. What 

it  does is force us to face our complicity in everyone else’s sin. 

 So for just a few more minutes allow me to ask:  

What Do You See When You Look In The Mirror? 
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SHALL WE PRAY? 

Father God we are living in horrible, horrific, heinous times. Innocence blood continues to 

be shed in your name; in the name of two wrongs make a right, in the name of all authority 

is racist and therefore harmful.  We continue to blame politics, poor housing and poverty for 

the problems in this world.  We continue to wait for someone else to do something about our 

situation.  Help us Lord!  Help us to see what we need to be doing!  Help us to seek your 

face and turn from our evil ways!  Help us to speak the truth, in our homes, in our 

communities, in our petitions to our government and in our petitions to you.  Now during this 

teaching moment open our hearts and heads and hands so that you may fill us with Your 

Spirit, Your Peace and Your Understanding. Abba, melt me, mold me, make me into your 

servant rightly dividing the word of truth.  Amen and Amen. 

What Do You See When You Look In The Mirror? 

 When Saul looked in the mirror he saw a Jew who had been taught the law, finished 

at the top of his class, and proceeded to create a job for himself enforcing the law.  But 

when Jesus got through with Saul of Tarsus, he had become a new creation in Christ  and 

he was Paul an apost le of Jesus Christ .  After his conversion experience Paul knew he had 

to tell others what he had learned and part of that was the truth that we are all sinful by 

nature, we all want shortcuts to just ice and mercy, we all want what we want now. 

 Let me try again!  We each wish to be respected, but when we are disrespected 

being disrespectful in return does not gain us any respect.  Yes, it  might allow our crew, our 

entourage, our BFF to comment on how we handled the situation.  But the respect, the 

posit ive comments we should be seeking is not that of our peers, friends or even family, the 

praise we ought to be seeking is from the Most High God. 

27-30 “To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them bring out the 

best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of 

prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in the face, stand there and take it. If someone 

grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. If someone takes unfair 

advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit -for-tat stuff. Live 

generously. 

What Do You See When You Look In The Mirror? 
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 Jamie likes to look in the mirror in clothing stores.  Often as he looks he sees mult iple 

images of himself, but they all look just alike.  But if we go into a fun house at an 

amusement park we might see a mirror in which the mult iple images are not true reflect ions 

of who we are – they are distorted by how the light is reflected off the glass. 

 Sometimes we allow our sinful nature to dim and distort  the light of Jesus in our lives 

and so the reflect ion in the mirror becomes distorted.  We see so much evil, injust ice and 

hate that we cease to see and name it  for what it  is SIN.  We file what we see under the 

heading of not gett ing involved, minding our own business, it  don’t concern me and each 

t ime we do that we sin. 

What Do You See When You Look In The Mirror? 

 Before I leave home I look in the mirror.  I f I  drive to my dest ination, I  look in the mirror 

before I get out of the car.  Generally, before I leave my office to enter the sanctuary, I  look 

in the mirror.  I  suspect you each do something similar.  Each of those images are important 

and hold value but I wonder… 

When was the last t ime you looked in the mirror and told yourself how you had fallen short? 

 

When was the last t ime you looked in the mirror and said I need to do  
 More of  

 Less of 

When was the last t ime you looked in the mirror and asked God to show you the real you? 

This week I plan to spend some t ime looking in the mirror. 

Often I end with Christ ian lyrics but not today – instead I will paraphrase the King of Pop 

I 'm start ing with the man in the mirror 

I 'm asking him to change his ways 

And no message could have been any clearer 

If you want to make the world a better place 

Take a look at yourself, and then make a change 

 

What Do You See When You Look In The Mirror? 


