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Margaret Kummerfeldt was born August 28, 1922, in Nairobi, Kenya.  Her African name is “Kaleche.”  By 
the #me she was two years old, her family had moved out to the country, a very small community, where 
her father built their ranch home out of mud and wa%le bricks, which they made by hand.  They lived here 
very frugally.  Margaret explains that the area where she grew up, Kenya, at the #me was very similar to 
the way our early pioneers and se%lers lived here in the Western United States.  Her earliest memory is of 
si-ng on a horse with her brother, Buster.  Her father was the first chief game warden of Tsavo Na#onal 
Park in Kenya and he had a very strong influence on her as she was growing up since she and her father 
were very close.   Growing up in the “wilds” of Africa, she had many unique pets that most of us would 
never consider “pets.”  Put that together with the fact that her mother was wonderful with animals, they 
had quite a menagerie!   There was the Mar#al eagle they caught as a fledgling and trained, the  
chimpanzee, Lucy, that enjoyed washing clothes, Chewy the cheetah, who originally belonged to the  
Governor of Nairobi and he gave it to Margaret’s mother.   They had an Egyp#an goose, hyrax, bushbabies 
and lots of dogs and cats.  She can recall lions si-ng on their veranda, although these, of course, were not 
pets!  The ra:ers in their house served as homes for some of these pets, too.  She and her brother Buster 
both learned to hunt “for the pot” at a very young age, and would bring home gazelles, congoni, hearty 
beast, as well as other animals.  
  
Hun#ng was a very big part of Margaret’s growing up.  She s#ll has in her possession the rifle she hunted 
with when she was young.  Her father taught the children about taxidermy, so they both became very 
adept at that cra:.  Some of these stuffed animals have since gone to museums.  She learned to be very 
cau#ous of snakes in the area...cobras, pythons, puff adders and coral snakes.  Their dogs were good at 
warning them when a snake was in the vicinity!  Her father told her wonderful stories of Frederick Selous, a 
famous Bri#sh explorer, officer, hunter and conserva#onist, famous for his exploits in Southeast Africa.  
Her father knew him quite well and he had many interes#ng stories to share with Margaret and Buster.  
The family also employed a garden boy, “Mwindo,” who was like one of the family.  You were expected in 
Kenya to employ others in order to feed the economy and keep everyone working.  Hence, house help  
became part of the family.   
 
Margaret’s best friend was her brother, Buster, as there were no other children around and they relied 
very much on each other for companionship.  As for school, Margaret was taught by the neighbor’s  
governess and she says, quite adamantly, that she “hated” school and was a “ro%en” student!  Margaret’s 
Uncle Phil was a “great white hunter,” which means he was a guide in Africa, and he also played an  
important and impressionable role in her life.  She spent three years in the Bri#sh Army and has some  
stories to share with us about that, too! 
 
Margaret met her husband on their “farm.”  He had come down to Kenya  
represen#ng the Grumman Company building airplanes for the war.  These  
Grumman employees would come to the “farm” for R and R when they had some 
free #me, and her husband was one of these men.  Together they have six  
children:  Peter, Keith, twins Ronald and Sue, Arthur and Glen.  
 
Margaret had the privilege of knowing Ernest Hemingway, and she has a signed 
copy of his book, The Old Man and the Sea, inscribed with “To Margaret.”  In 1909 
Teddy Roosevelt wrote her father a le%er seeking informa#on on hun#ng in Kenya.   
Roosevelt learned that her father was considered the best in his field.  As a result, 
Margaret’s father accompanied Roosevelt on his 1909 hun#ng trip to Africa.   
 
There are far too many fascina#ng, humorous stories and interes#ng facts 
surrounding Margaret’s life to cover in this space.  She has consented to share her  
stories and adventures with us in the Daily Scene.  In the mean#me, stop by the  
Remington and chat with Margaret a while.  Share a cup of tea.  She is a lovely,  
gracious, kind lady who has so much of life to share with us! 

Sapphire Scene 

Sapphire Lutheran Homes, Inc. 

501 North 10th Street 

Hamilton, MT 59840 
 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY 
 

For all those who share or have shared by volunteering at  
Sapphire, we would like to acknowledge your generous gi:s of #me 

and care to our residents.  Please join us for our Volunteer  
Apprecia#on Party.  It’s our small way of saying “Thank You”! 

 
 

Friday, April 29th 
2:00 pm 

Sapphire Dining Room 
 
 

Please call 363-2800 or email Dominic at  
dfarrenkopf@sapphirelutheran.org  

to let us know whether or not you will be joining us! 

 RESIDENT OF THE MONTH  
MARGARET KUMMERFELDT 
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STAFF BIRTHDAYS 
 

Randy Tyer...April 5 
Kevin Kearns...April 18 

Cli:on Koerner...April 21 
Alisha Benne%...April 24 
Danielle Hall...April 30 
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Save the Date! 
Shakespeare in the Parks’ 

“Comedy of Errors” 
 

August 10th, 6:00 pm 
Free To The  
Community 

Presented On 
Sapphire’s Lawn 

DOROTHY  

ALLEN 

LIFETIME  

ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD 

 
 

Dorothy Allen was honored by 
RSVP (Re#red Senior Volunteer 

Program) with a life#me  
achievement award.  A recipient 

of a Life#me Achievement 
Award accumulates 4,000 hours 
of volunteer service.  Dorothy 
has accomplished this in ten 

years of service to RSVP. 
Congratula#ons, Dorothy, one of 

Sapphire’s finest volunteers! 

Sapphire Lutheran Homes 
2016 Free Outdoor Summer Concert 

Series 
 

Mark your calendars now so you 
won’t miss our 2016 free evening 

outdoor summer concert series to be  
presented by some of your favorite 
Montana ar#sts!  $5 BBQ’s begin at  

6:00 pm and all  
concerts begin  

at 7:00 pm 
 

Friday, July 1st 
“Pine Grass” 

 
Friday, July 8th 

“Who Dat Band” 
 

Friday, July 15th 
“Nashville 406” 

 
Friday, July 22nd 

“Big Sky Mudflaps” 

Resident Birthdays 

 
Sapphire Lutheran Homes 
Mary Peterson … April 18 
Helen Madeen ... April 20 

The Manor 
Steven Lind ... April  3 
Mary Voise ... April 25 
Don Harder ... April 26 
Geri Sitko  ... April 26 
Walt Ball  ... April 28                  

 The Remington 
Chris Owens ... April 19 

Be%e Thrailkill  ... April 20 
Bernice Kearns ... April 23 
Helen Adams ... April 27 

Canyon View 
Gary Hawker ... April 3 
Nell Knight ... April 3 
Ella Abney ... April 8 

MEET STAFF MEMBER 
GREG KIENITZ 

 
Hi there, Everybody:  My name is Greg Kienitz (kee-nitz).  

You all have seen me around the dining rooms and kitchen, 
but I consider myself a jack-of-all-trades.  I have been here 
for about six months now, and I am thrilled to be working 

with all of you lovely people. 
A few things about me:  First off, I’m originally from a small 
town in Wisconsin, where I was raised on farms un#l I was 

18 years old.  I’ve lived here in Hamilton for the past 13 
years and love the valley.  I am a big fan of astronomy and 
science and I enjoy singing, reading and just expanding my 

knowledge of the world around me.  I also really enjoy  
having interes#ng conversa#on on important issues.  As 

some of you know, I’m expec#ng my first child (Rylie) in a 
few weeks.  I am so excited to be a father 

and I appreciate all of your advice and 
wisdom while I experience this for the 

first #me. 
I feel so blessed to be in such a posi#ve 

environment with such lovely people and I 
have already learned so much in my short 

#me here.  I look forward to con#nuing 
my journey here at Sapphire Lutheran 

Homes. 

STAFF  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Joe Elhard  14 Years 

David Keegan  5 Years 
Susan Neville  3 Years 
Pa%y Arnold  1 Year 
Susie Blatz  1 Year 

Alexis Kubat  1 Year 
Cindy Whitney  1 Year 

SAPPHIRE GOES TO WASHINGTON 

Sapphire Lutheran Homes belongs to a na!onal organiza!on called LeadingAge. The mission of LeadingAge is to expand the 
world of possibili!es for the aging.  Last year at the annual mee!ng members of the LeadingAge organiza!ons were called 
to “Be the Voice” and fight for seniors in their communi!es. Last month, on behalf of Sapphire Lutheran Homes and  
LeadingAge, Cole flew to Washington, D.C. to be our voice and ensure that our senators and representa!ve heard from 
their cons!tuents as it relates to aging services.  Cole had the pleasure and privilege to meet with Monica Carmean (staff of 
Senator Tester) and Ma7hew Ketron (staff of Senator Daines), as well as Amanda Kaster and Micah Chambers (staff of  
Representa!ve Zinke), to discuss a number of issues and provide real life examples that have affected residents of Sapphire 
Lutheran Homes.  These relate to Medicare, Affordable Senior Housing, Veteran Services and technology that service rural 
communi!es. The following is a brief explana!on of the individual issues discussed with the senators and representa!ve.  

Medicare is an essen!al source of coverage for post-acute care. Private long-term care insurance, in its current form, has 
proven inaccessible and/or una7rac!ve for most Americans, and currently covers less than 12 percent of all long-term care 
costs na!onwide. Cole asked Senator Tester, Senator Daines and Representa!ve Zinke to support bi-par!san House Bill 
1571 and bi-par!san Senate Bill 843 that would correct the problem of Medicare beneficiaries being kept in the hospital for 
extended periods “under observa!on” without being admi7ed as inpa!ents.  Beneficiaries in this situa!on do not meet the 
three-day stay requirement for Medicare coverage of any post-acute care they may need following their release from the 
hospital.  Currently they end up paying out of pocket, in some cases thousands of dollars, for the care they need, or they 
simply go without care. The above legisla!on would count any !me a Medicare beneficiary spends in the hospital toward 
that three-day stay requirement. The way hospitals administer care has evolved and so too should the ways in which  
coverage is secured.  

Affordable Housing: America’s seniors face a severe housing crisis.  Sta!s!cs state that by 2020 the elderly homeless  
popula!on will increase by 33% and more than double by 2050.  Currently three and a half million elders live below the 
poverty level.  Na!onal sta!s!cs reflect our own in that for every affordable housing unit that becomes available there are 
ten or more residents on the wai!ng list.  Currently Sapphire has a 20-person wai!ng list for its affordable housing.  Cole 
urged our senators and representa!ve to preserve, fund and expand affordable housing, specifically sigh!ng needs for the 
Sec!on 202 capital advance grant program to allow construc!on of new affordable housing for seniors, as well as con!nue 
to fund the Service Coordinator Housing Services Grant.  

Technology Basic internet connec!vity is an essen!al requirement for delivering a broad array of technology-enabled  
services to older adults.  It is essen!al for applica!ons that support health and wellness, including telehealth.  The  
technology, if applied correctly, reduces loneliness and isola!on and increases quality of life by enhancing independence 
among residents.  Cole asked Senator Tester, Senator Daines and Representa!ve Zinke to support bi-par!san House Bill 
4111 and bi-par!san Senate Bill 1916, which would allow skilled nursing facili!es to request services from  
telecommunica!ons carriers through the USF to receive telecom services at comparable rates to those charged for similar 
services in less costly urban areas.  

Veteran Affairs:   Cole urged the senators and representa!ve to help solve the growing concerns our industry has regarding 
VA benefits and their coordina!on and implementa!on.  We must do a be7er Job of educa!ng our veterans on their   
benefits and their spouses’ benefits.  At the conclusion of each mee!ng Cole thanked the respec!ve staff member and  
invited the senator or representa!ve to Sapphire Lutheran Homes so that they could see firsthand what Sapphire’s  
community has to offer.  Our con!nued hope is that Senator Tester, Senator Daines and Representa!ve Zinke will con!nue 
to support aging services, both na!onally and here in Montana. 

Monica Carmean (Staff for  
Senator Tester) With Cole Harden 

Ma%hew Ketron  
(Staff for Senator Daines) 

With Cole Harden 

Amanda Kaster and  
Micah Chambers 

 (Staff for  
Representa#ve Zinke)  

With Cole Harden 
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Thanks To Our Volunteers and Community  

 Partners!  We Couldn’t Do It Without You! 

John and Helen Gurtner 
Dorothy Allen                                   
Wayne Wardwell 
Peanut Fleenor                                
Barbara Kline   
MDMH EMT’s 
Glorian Ainsworth                             
On-the-Edge Band                            
Country Jam Session 
Bi7erroot Fiddlers                             
Rick and Louise Lockhart                  
Willard Bullock 
Bo Wherry                                           
The Accordion Players                      
Nansu Roddy    
Leslie Robinson 
Bi7erroot Public Library 
Community Pinochle 
   Players 
Carole Bowman 
Olson Family Band 
Hailey Peabody 
Ruth Plesner 
Judy Mason 
Joe Elhard 
Ila Pizzuto 
Ravalli County Museum 
Pat Earnest 
Bev Humphrey 

Jean Roberts 
Shenanigans 
Bi7erroot Humane  
  Associa!on 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Marcus Daly Hospice 
Markeita Snell 
Ruth Hazelton 
Pa7y Jackson 
Nell Knight 
All Sapphire Bus Donors 
Kathy Slinker 
Star Jameson 
Arthur Roach 
Jackie, Bob and Their Dogs 
Bea Niehaus 
Hailey Peabody 
Emma Lesher 

 

Chapel Services 
 

Thank you to all who lead 
our Chapel Services. 

Cur!s Brown 
Pastor John Capen 

Pastor Brenda Satrum 
Pastor Vern Sandersfeld 

Gabe and Diane Sandland 
Pastor Peacock 

Presbyterian Ladies 
Pastor Steve Clark 

Pastor Darrel McCall 
Pastor Rick Gray 

Pastor Fidelis 

 

    APRIL SNOW SHOWERS 
 
One April morning 
we awoke to snow. 
Gram looked out the window 
And said, “Oh no!” 
 
 
“What’s wrong, Grandma? 
We can get out the sled!” 
“John, I’m worried 
about my flower bed.” 
 
 

“My red tulips 
were about to open. 
That they didn’t die, 
Is what I’m hopin’.” 
 
 
“My iris blades 
were coming along fine. 
If they got killed  
I’ll do nothing but whine.” 
 
 
“I’m quite concerned 
about my peonies. 
They’ll die for sure 
if it was a hard freeze.” 
 
 
“My lilac trees 
were star#ng to bud out. 
If the snow got them 
I’ll just scream and shout.” 
 
 
“Let’s get the snow off 
with my kitchen broom. 
We might save some of them 
so they can bloom.” 
 
 
We put on our shoes 
and went out to check. 
I saw some flowers 
poking up their neck. 
 
 
“Look at these yellow flowers! 
They’re not froze!” 
“John, they’re dandelions… 
you can’t kill those!” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

By:  Dominic “Flominic” Farrenkopf 

Senator Tester, Cole Harden,  
Representa#ve Zinke and  

Senator Daines  

 

ADULT COLORING CLUBS 

Note these dates in April to come out and put some colors to paper!  All  
materials are provided for you and there are some BEAUTIFUL designs to choose from!  All 

residents are welcome on all dates and encouraged to give it a try and join the fun!  
 

Friday, April 1st, 2:00 pm-The Manor 
Monday, April 11th, 1:00 pm-The Remington 

Friday, April 15th, 2:00 pm-The Manor 
Tuesday, April 12th, 2:00 pm-Sapphire Chapel 

GET YOUR DANCING SHOES ON! 
 

Beginning Saturday, April 9th, at 3:00 pm, Bea Niehaus 
will be teaching Beginning Line Dancing on Sapphire’s 
pa#o (weather permi-ng) or the Sapphire Chapel for 

all of our residents.  A good #me is  
GUARANTEED and Bea has all the music and moves 

you’ll need!  You’ll be surprised at how easy this is to 
learn and you’re sure to have a whole lot of fun!   

Come on out and give it a whirl! 

POETRY EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, April 13th, 6:00 pm 
Cowboy Poetry at Darby Library 

 
Wednesday, April 27th, 5:00 pm 

Community Poetry at Chapter One Bookstore 
 

***SAPPHIRE LUTHERAN HOMES POETRY CONTEST*** 
Residents, please submit your original poetry to the  
Ac#vity Department no later than Friday, April 22nd.  
Three winners will be awarded prizes and have their  

poems printed in next month’s Newsle%er. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

Director Of Food Services:  

James Wiberg 

 jwiberg@sapphirelutheran.org 

Execu$ve Chef:  
Becky Shirley 

bshirley@sapphirelutheran.org 

 

 

REMINGTON 

 

Breakfast 8:00-9:30 

Lunch 11:30-12:30 

Dinner 5:00-6:30 

 

SAPPHIRE 

Brunch  

(Mon-Sat) 10:30-12:30 

(Sun) 11:30-2:00 

Dinner  

(Mon-Sat) 5:00-6:30 

(Sun) 5:00-6:30 

  1 

BRUNCH 
Blueberry Pancakes 

Eggs Benedict 
DINNER 

Beef Lasagna 
Filet Of Beef With Bourbon 

Sauce 

2 

BRUNCH 
Cheeseburger 

Grilled Cheese And Ham 
DINNER 

Pulled BBQ Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Pot Pie 

3 

BRUNCH 
Trout Almondine 

Pork Tenderloin With Apple 
Chutney 
DINNER 

Chef’s Choice 

4 

BRUNCH 
Stuffed French Toast 

BLT With Avocado 
DINNER 

Salmon Alfredo 
Meatloaf 

 

5 

BRUNCH 
Chili Dog 

Breakfast Wrap With Chorizo 
DINNER 

BBQ Chicken 
Liver And Onions 

6 

BRUNCH 
Breakfast Skillet With Bacon 

Stuffed French Toast 
DINNER 

Pork Chops 
Fish And Chips 

7 

BRUNCH 
Reuben Sandwich 

Chef’s Salad 
DINNER 

Spaghe- And Meatballs 
Open-Faced Roast Turkey 

Over White Toast 
 

8 

BRUNCH 
Build-Your-Own Pizza 

Chicken Quesadilla 
DINNER 

Beef Tenderloin With 
Sauce Bearnaise 
Shrimp Scampi 

9 

BRUNCH 
Club Sandwich 

Biscuits And Gravy 
DINNER 

Turkey Wild Rice Casserole 
Salisbury Steak 

10 
BRUNCH 

Lamb Chops 
Halibut 
DINNER 

Chef’s Choice 
 

11 
BRUNCH 

Grilled Pastrami On Rye With 
Sauerkraut, Thousand Island 

And Swiss Cheese 
Egg Sandwich With Bacon, 

Ham Or Sausage 
DINNER 

Baked Ham 
Beef Goulash 

12 

BRUNCH 
Beef Quesadilla 

Shrimp Louie Salad 
DINNER 

BBQ Ribs 
Roasted Chicken 

 

13 
BRUNCH 

Deli Sandwich 
Macaroni And Cheese 

DINNER 
Salmon With Sauce Choron 

Duck Breast With Sauce 
Cumberland 

14 15 

BRUNCH 
Steak Caesar Salad 

Breakfast Skillet With Bacon 
DINNER 

Captain’s Pla%er 
Sweet And Sour Pork 

16 

BRUNCH 
Denver Omelet 

Egg Salad Sandwich 
DINNER 

Chicken Parmesan 
Ham Au Gra#n 

17 
BRUNCH 
Pork Ribs 

Beef Tenderloin 
DINNER 

Chef’s Choice 

18 

BRUNCH 
French Dip 

Turkey, Swiss, Avocado On 
Grilled Bagel 

DINNER 
Cod With Pepperoncini In 

Tomato Sauce 
Lamb Chops With Mint Au Jus 

19 

BRUNCH 
Banana Bread French Toast 

Grilled Chicken Sandwich With 
Garlic Basil Aioli 

DINNER 
Curried Pork Chops 

Crab-Stuffed Sole With 
Hollandaise Sauce 

20 
BRUNCH 

Shrimp Cocktail With Crackers 
Chicken Taco Salad 

DINNER 
Shepherd’s Pie 
Cod Floren#ne 

 

 

21 

BRUNCH 
Pa%y Melt 
Cobb Salad 

DINNER 
Chicken Piccata 
Beef Burgundy 

22 
BRUNCH 

Denver Omelet 
Swedish Meatballs Over Rice 

DINNER 
Prime Rib 

Maple-Glazed Salmon 

23 
BRUNCH 

Open-Faced Beef Sandwich 
Over White Toast 

Turkey, Avocado, Swiss Cheese 
Sandwich 
DINNER 

Fried Chicken 
Fish And Chips 

24 

BRUNCH 
Pork Tenderloin 

Shrimp 
DINNER 

Chef’s Choice 
 
 

25 

BRUNCH 
Chicken Caesar Salad 

Hot Dog 
DINNER  

Beef Lasagna 
Halibut With Tarragon  

Cream Sauce 

26 
BRUNCH 

Ham Salad Sandwich 
Tuna Salad Sandwich 

DINNER 
Cheeseburger 

Pork Chops With Stuffing 
And Mashed Potatoes 

 

27 
BRUNCH 

Italian Omelet 
Beer-Ba%ered Halibut  

Sandwich 
DINNER 

Swiss Steak 
Ginger Shrimp Kabobs 

28 
BRUNCH 

Shrimp Louie Salad 
Chef’s Salad 

DINNER 
Country Beef Gravy Over 

Mashed Potatoes 
BBQ Chicken 

29 
BRUNCH 

Grilled Pastrami With Swiss, 
Sauerkraut and Thousand  

Island On Rye 
Blueberry Pancakes 

DINNER 
Beef Tenderloin With 

Teriyaki Sauce 
Salmon With Sauce Bearnaise 

30 
BRUNCH 

BLT 
Club Sandwich 

DINNER 
Beef Burgundy Over Rice 
Cheese Ravioli In Tomato 

Meat Sauce 
 

BRUNCH 
Malibu Chicken Sandwich 

Deli Sandwich 
DINNER 

Roast Turkey With Stuffing 
And Mashed Potatoes 

Beef Stroganoff 
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