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RESIDENT OF THE MONTH 

MERCEDES TILLER 

 

Mercedes was born to Hubert and Mildred Johnson on a farm near Hinkley, Minnesota.  
Her family moved to Oakridge, Oregon in 1955.  Mercedes met Dale Tiller while living in 
Oakridge, and the two married in Reno, Nevada.  They had 51 happy years together.   
During that time, they raised five children (two boys and three girls).  Valerie and Cory live 
in Hamilton; Cindy lives in Helena; Tammie in California; and the oldest, Bob, lives in 
Washington State.  Mercedes has eight grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren and another 
great-grandchild expected in August. 

 

 

Her husband, Dale, was employed as a log-truck driver for 25 years in Oregon.  When he 
retired, he and Mercedes moved to Florence, Montana and bought a small trailer park.   
After some time there, they moved on to Hamilton, Montana for the next ten years.  Then 
it was time to venture out and travel, so they purchased a motorhome and, for the next 
five years, embarked upon a journey to experience the West Coast.  Along the way they 
met a lot of interesting people and visited many beautiful places.  Mercedes collected  
salt-and-pepper shakers from the various places they visited.  At last count there were 400 
sets...the reason being that there was always room for “just 
one more”!  They enjoyed every single day on the road! 

 

 

Mercedes says that she is very happy to be living at The  
Manor.  She has so many friends and looks forward to  
something new each and every day.  She truly enjoys gazing 
out her apartment window at the wildlife and the Bitterroot 
Moutains.  It’s so nice to have such a lovely lady in the  
Sapphire Family and we’re all so glad to have her here with 
us!   
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2015 SAPPHIRE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 

ALL CONCERTS ARE FREE AND HELD AT SAPPHIRE! $5.00 BARBECUES AT 6:00 PM 

THURSDAY,  JULY 2, 7:00 pm:  tincup–“Red, White & Bluegrass.”  Local musicians John Mann, 
Timothy Ezzell and Jacqueline Brazil will play.  

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 7:00 pm: Big Sky Mudflaps–Their unique sound–a blend of jazz, swing and 
rhythm and blues with a healthy dose of Latin percussion–has won them national acclaim.  

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 7, 7:00 pm:  Jenn Adams– Jenn Adams is internationally  
recognized for distinctive sound and well-crafted songwriting.  

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Hamilton Players Present Broadway and Bubbly Dinner Theatre Encore 

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2015 AT 7:00 PM 

GOURMET DINNER PAIRED WITH WINE 

TICKETS $40— CALL 375-9050 FOR TICKETS 
———–———————————————————————————————————————— 

SAVE THE DATE! FRIDAY, AUGUST 7TH  

SAPPHIRE LUTHERAN HOMES 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

OPEN HOUSE, CONCERTS, REFRESHMENTS, BBQ! 
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Staff  Birthdays! 

 

Tinya Stehlik………….7/10 
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Blood Pressure On Our Campus 
Marcus Daly Memorial Hospital will be 
doing blood pressures on our campus 

on these dates and times: 
The Manor: First Tuesday- 11:00 am 
Sapphire: First Wednesday- 11:30 am 
Remington: First Wednesday- Noon 

This service is free! 

Fourth of  July BBQ 

Saturday, July 4 

11:00 AM-2:00 PM 
Residents Without Meal Plan Pay $8.75 

Non-Resident Price $14.00 
Non-Resident Children $10.00 

—————————————————————- 

BBQ BONELESS RIBS 

GRILLED BURGERS & BEEF DOGS 

BAKED BEANS 

WATERMELON 

POTATO SALAD & COLE SLAW 

Thanks to our volunteers and community  

partners; we couldn't do it without you! 

John and Helen Gurtner 

Dorothy Allen                                   

Wayne Wardwell 

Peanut Fleenor                                

Barbara Kline   

MDMH EMT’s 

Glorian Ainsworth                             

On the Edge Band                            

Country Jam Session 

Bitterroot Fiddlers                             

Rick and Louise Lockhart                  

Willard Bullock 

Bo Wherry                                           

The Accordion Players                      

Nansu Roddy    

Leslie Robinson 

Bitterroot Public Library 

Community Pinochle 

   Players 

Carole Bowman 

Olson Family Band 

Hailey Peabody 

Ruth Plesnar 

Judy Mason 

Joe Elhard 

Ila Pizzuto 

Ravalli County Museum 

Rich & Pat Pittsley 

Jean Roberts 
Senior Moments 
Bitterroot Humane  
  Association 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Marcus Daly Hospice 
Dan Kendall 
Markeita Snell 
Krysten Perkins 
John Floridis 
Ruth Hazelton 
Clatter’s Coffee 
Chapter One Bookstore 
Jacqueline Locke 

RAVALLI REPUBLIC’S “BITTERROOT’S BEST” 
 

Congratulations to Sapphire Lutheran Homes for  
being voted Bitterroot’s Best Assisted Living Facility!  

We are very proud of our staff for the way they daily 
live our mission for the residents’ needs. 

 
Congratulations to Dominic “Flominic” 

Farrenkopf for being  
voted Bitterroot’s Best Author. You 
can enjoy Flominic’s poetry in this 

newsletter and in the Ravalli Republic. 

           Staff Anniversary! 

Lee Goldman ……………….. 1 Year 

Chapel Service 
Thank you to all who lead our 

Chapel Services. 

Curtis Brown 

Pastor John Capen 

Pastor Brenda Satrum 

Pastor Vern Sandersfeld 

Gabe and Diane Sandland 
Pastor Ronald Beckwith 

Presbyterian Ladies 

Pastor Steve Clark 

Pastor Daryl McCall 

Special Requests In Sundry  
If you are in need of a specific 
item in the Sundry, please let 
Janet or Ruth know and we 
will do our best to obtain it! 

Fireworks 

Each July I go 

to the fireworks stand 

and I load up with 

pyrotechnics in hand! 

I exploded 

a Green Dragon Sparking Tweet 

right at prissy Patty’s 

perfect little feet! 

A red Back-Flash Race Car 

I lit with a torch 

and raced it across 

old man Williams’ front porch! 

I left my sister, Maggie, 

with shaky knees 

after launching at her 

Lightning Strike Black Bees! 

I scared the be-jeebers 

out of the milkman 

with fifty Bam-Bam Blasters 

in the trash can! 

I booby-trapped 

the front lawn of Mrs. Rhodes 

with Captain Colossal 

Lethal Landmine Loads! 

I surprised some boys 

on their scatey-scooters 

by barraging them 

with Zinging Star Shooters! 

In the garden I lit 

a Gorilla Bomb 

and I discovered a short fuse… 

on my mom! 

 

By: Dominic “Flominic” Farrenkopf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sapphire Lutheran Homes 

Dorothy Hodges………………………..7/19 
Celeste Murphy………………………...7/26 
Marian Montgomery………………...7/29 

 

The Manor 

Jerry Blair…………………………………..7/4 
Deanna Williams………………………..7/17 
Esther Zerbst……………………………..7/21 
Millie Pauley……………………………...7/22 
Pat Herring………………………………..7/25 
Rose Item………………………………….7/25 
Pat Timm………………………………...7/28 

 

The Remington 

Katherine Currin………………………..7/26 

MEET A SAPPHIRE EMPLOYEE—JOSH GULLI 

Josh Gulli was raised in the Bitterroot Valley.  He is the son 
of local artists George and Vonnie Gulli, owners of George 
Gulli & Son Totem Poles.  Having an artistic background, he 
enjoys drawing, painting and learning the family trade of 
carving.  His main interests have been in music and  
entertainment.  Over the years Josh has performed in  
several local musical events, and has been 
strongly involved in local theater.  He is a 
man of many talents, but mostly enjoys 
providing entertainment to others.  He is 
pleased to be a part of the Sapphire Family 
in the Activities Department and looks  
forward to getting to know everyone...and 
entertaining them! 
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