Questions for September 23, 2014
Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you as you open your Bible and read Colossians 1.  
1.  What (where) are the two places spoken of in Colossians 1:13?

     Where do you live right now (spiritually)?
(If you have not yet accepted Jesus' gift of Life, you can do so now by praying this simple prayer:  "Dear God, I know I'm a sinner, I know I am not where I want to be, and I want your forgiveness!  I believe that Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for my sins. Please wash me clean from all sin, shame, and guilt, come into my life, Jesus, to be my Lord and Savior.  I ask this in Your name Jesus. Amen!")
2.  Since Jesus Christ is the Light of the World (see John 8:12), and He proclaims that His followers (you!) are also the
     light of the world (see Matthew 5:14), why do you sometimes feel as though you are in the dark?  Please read the
     following Scripture and find answers to how darkness sometimes gets in.  Jot your answer next to the Scripture:
· Matthew 6:22-23
“The eye is the lamp of the body.  Turn it on and you will see that you have no problem; then you are full of light, and that the dark sea below you cannot swallow you at all.  But take your eyes off the light and you'll drown in the darkness you see.  Darkness as well as beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”  Ted Dekker, Eyes Wide Open
· Proverbs 20:20
· Isaiah 58:10
· John 3:19
· 2 Corinthians 6:14
· 1 John 2:9-11

If any of the reasons (for darkness troubling you) were found in the Scriptures you just read, take some time to talk to God about it.  Repent where needed and come into the Light!

3.  How can we know the difference between good thoughts and the thoughts that are not of God (James 3:14-18)?

4.  Please read this quote from Mother Theresa:   “Words that do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness.”
     Now read I Peter 2:9.  What kind of people are we called to be?  

     What did God call you out of?

     According to Romans 13:12, what will you do?

5.  Now turn back to our study in Colossians.  What will you give Father God in response to His goodness to you (1:12)?

     Whose Kingdom have you been brought into (Col. 1:13)? 
          By what act (verse 20)?
 6.  Acts 26:18 gives you a clue of the Pure Power you have as you walk in the light!  What is the instruction?
      Who will you pray for an opportunity to help open his or her eyes?  

 7.  Write Psalm 119:135 here, as you ask God for the light of His face to be upon you:  
For you to pray:  “O, Holy Spirit, keep me in light as I surrender to Beauty!  The Light, O Beauty, Jesus, sweep me away into Your Truth!  Your way is always light.  I believe that I am being washed with Light now . . . Thank You, Jesus!”
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