Questions for October 14, 2014

“With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful dilemma is resolved. Those who enter into Christ's being-here-for-us no longer have to live under a continuous, low-lying black cloud. A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death” (Romans 8:1-2, The Message Bible).  Ask God to send the strong wind of His Spirit of wisdom and revelation to you as you read Colossians 2!
1.  Please read the long sentence of Colossians 2:2-3, out loud.  How many riches can you attain to and how much

     assurance of understanding can you gain?  How many hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Jesus? 
     Why did the Apostle Paul want you to know these things (verses 4, 8 and 18)? 
2.  In Revelation 12:9, we are told that satan deceives the whole world (deceive – mislead, trick, betray, lie to swindle,
     con, cheat).   Revelation 12:11 tells the way to overcome the deception of the devil.  What is the way?

3.  Read 1 John 3:7-11 to find out how to keep from being deceived.  What must you practice?

    What did Jesus Christ come to do (1 John 3:8)?  

     What accusation does the enemy most often try to cripple you with?

How can you tell the difference between an accusation from satan and a convicting word from God?  The enemy usually comes with a general (broad) feeling of failure or condemnation that you can’t shake.  The Lord’s voice brings a specific (precise) incident to mind.  The Lord may remind you that you lied to a friend, whereas the enemy will tell you that you always lie and call you a liar.  The Lord will call you His child and bring to mind a particular lie that He wants to forgive you for.  After confession, you will feel freer.       

4.  Are you trying to be good enough (to be worthy enough) so that you can enjoy God’s love and enjoy His blessing?
    How many trespasses has God forgiven you of, according to Colossians 2:13?
     Does God love you, even though you are not perfect?   Write Romans 5:8 here, and be freed of condemnation:
Pause now and ask Holy Spirit to give you a deeper “knowing” of your place in Him.  Ask Him to help you to be able to appreciate and enjoy the work He has done on your behalf.  Ask God to help you work for Him from a place of rest instead of striving, fear or guilt.  What did God do for you?
5.  Read the account in John 8:1-12 about Jesus' love for a sinners and his dislike for legalism.  Jesus was sitting in the
     temple teaching about the Kingdom of God when some men dragged a woman in.  This woman was right in the middle
     of something when the men came and got her.  What was she doing and what did the Law say about this (Lev. 20:10)?
     What amazing thing did the Lord tell the guilty woman (verse 11)?  
     Did the Lord tell the women she was a sinner?  Did He ask her why she was sinning?  (It seems that Jesus was more
     concerned with the condemnation of sin than of the sin itself!)  What did Jesus say He didn't come to do (John 3:17)?

6.  What did Jesus Christ wipe out for you (Colossians 2:14)?

     What happened to your accusers (Colossians 2:15)?

7.  What things have an appearance of wisdom (Colossians 2:23)? 
Sometimes we feel that we must judge another person’s sin to help him or her shape up.  But in Christ, we are all on equal ground.  If a brother or sister is tangled in sin, our place is not to judge them, but to restore them by pointing them to the forgiveness and gift of no condemnation that is found in Jesus. 
 “Jesus' followers are not perfect, but when they stumble, they get back up.  When they have drifted off track, they return to the narrow way.  They are shaking off slumber, dissipation and weariness.  They are defeating sin and the devil.  They have fought to keep their vision fresh.  They are increasingly becoming wiser and more enduring.”  Frances Frangipane
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