Questions for October 21, 2014

Ask God to send the strong wind of His Spirit of wisdom and revelation to you as you read Colossians 2 (again)!
1.  We can get caught up in the traditions of culture and people.  Some are good, like Christmas traditions.  What other
     traditions can you think of that are good for you?

     According to 2 Thessalonians 2:15, are there some traditions that we should hold to?
2.  What was the tradition that the Jews wanted Jesus (and His disciples) to keep, according to Matthew 15:1-2?

     Does this sound like a good idea to you (in this age of great fear of germs)?

     Did Jesus answer the accusations (Matthew 15:3-6)?  What did Jesus get to the bottom of instead?

     What made the commandment of God of no affect (verse 6)?  

3.  We have just seen that people can actually cause God's Word to not have affect.  Whoa, this is amazing.  The entire
     ream of nature obeys God, and yet man can get in the way of the One who spoke light into being.  Do you have any
     traditions or religious beliefs that get in the way of God speaking to you?  Pause and ask the Holy Spirit to show you. 

     What did God say?  What will you do?

4.  Read Colossians 2:8 and then Galatians 4:3.  What is the problem?  

The "basic principles of this world" and the "elements of the world" have the same meaning: "Paul teaches that that spirits of the animistic or demonic dimension find easy allegiance with the rituals and philosophies of human religion and tradition.  Hence, the elements of the word are actually evil spirits that use the rituals of the Law to enslave and condemn" (footnote, Spirit Filled Life Bible).

     What did Jesus already do for in order to bring freedom from this kind of oppression (Colossians 2:15)?

     Therefore, what should you do (Colossians 16) and what is the true substance of your life (verse 17)?

5.  The freedom that Jesus gives us is not intended to be a license to do whatever we want to do.  Read the following
     Scriptures together and gain wisdom into the order Jesus Christ intends for your life.  Jot a note next to each.  

     Colossians 2:20-23

     Colossians 3:8-9 and 17

     1 Corinthians 8:13

     Ephesians 5:18

     What insight did you gain?  Is there anything that the Lord has been asking you to start doing or to stop doing?  

     What is the motive for your obedience to Jesus (John 14:15)?

6.  Will what you do or do not do make you righteous?  Who makes you righteous according to Philippians 3:9?

     Have you ever tried to do things in order to be good enough for God to pay attention to you?  

     What does God want you to be (see Ephesians 3:19)?

7.  How do you have the fullness of Christ dwelling in you according to Ephesians 3:17?

The one who has trusts Jesus Christ as Savior no longer strives to achieve salvation in any other way. Instead, that person now relies upon the Holy Spirit for help and seeks God out of love.  
Linda Anderson/www.hiswaytoday.org

