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“You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our potter; and all we are the work of Your hand” (Isaiah 64:8).

1.  Who formed you and chose your gender, your time in history, your parents, and your race?   

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb...

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed” (Psalm 139:13-18).

2.  Good news - God made you and He will remake you as many times as needed!  

“‘Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.’ Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at the wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make” (Jer. 18:1-3). 

3.  God is the Potter and you are the clay.  You will never be the Potter and He will never be the clay.  

“Can I not do with you as this potter?”  Says the Lord.  “Look, as the 
clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand” (Jeremiah 18:6.)
4.  Jesus never questioned who He was.  The first and only recorded words of Jesus in His youth were all about His
      purpose; obeying His Father was His whole ambition (Luke 2:49, John 6:38). 

“We hear no apology; we find no explanations, just a statement about His priorities: ‘Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?’  Here the revelation of purpose began.  Even at a young age, He seemed to show no concern for the probability that He caused an offense in His attempt to obey His heavenly Father.  Think about it, any fear of what people might think of Him was nonexistent at the age of 12.  He refused to allow the possibility of misunderstanding and conflict to keep Him from the Father’s purposes.”  Bill Johnson, When Heaven Invades Earth, p. 98
5.  All of us have features that make us unique individuals. When these differences are pointed out, especially in

      insensitive or even malicious ways, the resulting feelings may cause varying degrees of self-rejection.  

     (As you work through the questions on the back of this sheet, you will find the way to overcome self-rejection!)

6.  Jesus had no fear of people’s opinions; He knew His Heavenly “Abba”, even as a child would say, “Daddy”!
· Look what the devil tried to say about the Lord Jesus Christ, and some of the circumstances during His life:
1. His Parents: A Shadow of Illegitimacy   2. His time in history: A wicked ruler ruled   3. His race: A despised people.   4. His nation: A conquered land.   5. His gender:  A predetermined vocation (Hebrew boys had to work their father’s job until age 30)   6. His birth order: A lifetime responsibility   7. His family: A prophet without honor.   8. His appearance: /a lack of beauty (Isaiah 53:2)   9. His divine nature: An offense to friends. 10. His death: A public shame.  BUT His resurrection - the saving of the world (John 1:29)! 
7.  Amazing things happen when you give God ownership and thank Him for the way He designed you.
Just as artists express their innermost values and thoughts through art, God expresses
Himself through His creation, which includes you!
8.  When you understand that Your Father is for you, everything else comes into place.

“The discipline He orders transcends our understanding.  We conclude that such a drastic thing is not our need.  But God

orders our circumstances for our profit according to His knowledge of us. We long for blessing, yet seem to find God’s mercy in crushing experiences.  If only we would seek for enlightenment, learn to submit ourselves to His hand, and obey His law, we would find that the outcome is the very blessing we long for...God’s hand is upon you.” Watchman Nee
