
   Another study that is be-

ginning soon will be at the 

Manse on Sunday Nights. 

   In addition to good fellow-

ship we'll go through the 

book In Christ Alone by Dr. 

Sinclair Ferguson. 

   This short work looks es-

pecially at the books of He-

brews and John and consid-

ers various aspects of our 

Saviour’s work for us and 

what it means for us to be a 

part of His Church.  

   I hope we can get some 

good discussion going as well 

as deepen our knowledge of 

who Christ is.  

   Please feel free to invite 

friends and neighbors starting 

Sept. 8th.  

   Last week, I mentioned that 

the Session approved the 

WIC Circle for the Fall. Betty 

Brown will lead the study as 

the ladies go through the 

book, Voyage of Discovery 

by Dr. Derek WH Thomas. 

Derek is a former professor 

at RTS Jackson and the pastor 

of First Pres in Columbia, SC.   

   The book looks at various 

“ups and downs” of the Chris-

tian life through the 15 

“Psalms of Ascent” (Psalms 

120-134).  

   The Hebrew pilgrims sang 

those particular psalms as 

they travelled to Jerusalem. 

   As they journeyed, they re-

flected in song on various as-

pects of life in a hostile world 

that is opposed to the people 

of God - the hardships, the 

joys, the trials, and the tri-

umphs that all God’s people 

experience.  

   Derek has written the book 

to help you get more and 

more out of your “devotional 

life” and aid your life-long 

study of the Scriptures, your 

prayer, and your adoration of 

the God who inspired the 

authors of those psalms. 

   I cannot wait to see how 

the Lord will work through 

this study. Please sign up soon 

so that we can get the books 

ordered. There is a sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall or you 

can call/email me and I will 

add you to the list. 

   Last week we considered 

what our God is like in WSC4. 

Next the Catechism addresses 

whether there are other gods: 

   Q5. Are there more Gods than 

one?  

   A. There is but one only, 

the living and true God.  

   Does it surprise you that a 

document written in the 17th 

Century would clarify that? 

This is not the first or the last 

pluralistic and multicultural 

age, and the Westminster Di-

vines understood that! 

   The problem in Ancient Is-

rael was that they so often 

believed that they could wor-

ship the Living and True God 

as well as all manner of lesser 

deities and idols. But, as you 

know, that is not possible. 

   Today we, of course, are 

not tempted to bow down 

and worship, adore, or vener-

ate a statue, but we are no 

less susceptible to false wor-

ship than our Israelite fore-

bears. 

   Whenever you are discon-

tent with the God presented 

in Scripture or wish God did 

things differently, you are re-

belling against the truth that 

there is only one God.  

   In our times, we often hear 

people say, “well, I don’t 

think God will mind...” or 

“the God I worship would 

never...” and so often what 

follows is something obliquely 

or blatantly opposed to what 

God says in His word.  

   For example, you’ve proba-

bly heard people say, “I don’t 

think God will mind if I skip 

church I’m just too busy” or “the 

God I worship doesn’t condemn 

nice people to Hell.”  

   When people do this they’re 

trying to make God in their 

own image and hoping that 

there are other gods in addi-

tion to the One who gives all 

things Life by His Word.  

   This truth is a comfort to us 

because it means that we need 

to serve only the God who 

has revealed Himself in the 

Scripture.  
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

Aug. 25, 10 a.m. 

The Lord’s Supper 

will be observed. 

Sept. 4, 5 p.m. 

Prayer meeting and 

Bible Study resumes 

at FPCW in the Pas-

tor’s Study.  

Sept 8, 4 p.m. 

An informal Sunday 

Night Study at the 

Pastor’s home. We 

will be discussing the 

book In Christ Alone 

by Sinclair Ferguson. 

Sept. 21, 4 p.m.  

Please join us for a 

church picnic at the 

Manse. We will also  

celebrate Mrs. Bar-

nett’s birthday.  

From the Pastor’s Pen. . .  
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   As we resumed our study in Ruth, 

we witnessed Ruth carry out her 

mother-in-law’s scheme (3:6-18). 

Naomi had concocted an elaborate 

multi-step plan to enable Ruth to 

scoop up the husband she needed. 

   Her plan involved going to the 

threshing floor late at night, lurking 

around in darkness, uncovering Boaz’s 

extremities, and lying down.  

   We’ve noted that there is a lot of 

double meaning in the Naomi’s in-

structions, and what we know of the 

character of both Boaz and Ruth indi-

cates that they are certainly above 

reproach. But this is a dangerous plan. 

   Nonetheless, as we go along in the 

story, one of the things we should do 

is ask, “is this God’s way of doing 

things?” As God’s people we are 

called - required - to do things God’s 

Way, as He tells us in His Word.  

   Naomi had a good goal in mind: to 

find a husband for Ruth who would 

provide and care for Ruth after 

Naomi is gone.  

   Throughout her life, Naomi had 

sinned by making plans and operations 

without considering what God com-

mands. We all have “pet-sins” and 

cherished idols. One of Naomi’s was 

that she believed that she could be in 

control of events. 

   That kind of thinking is what drew 

Naomi and Elimelech - along with 

their sons - to Moab; they believed 

they could work out a good life for 

themselves there with plenty to eat, 

unlike the way things were in Bethle-

hem. Their problem was they did not 

ask themselves, “is this God’s way of 

doing things? Is it right that we should 

seek to make a living, a home, a liveli-

hood outside of the place and way 

that God had given to His people?” 

Of course it was not. 

   Naomi had grown up a lot - spiritu-

ally - during the time she and Ruth 

lived together, but her sinful desire to 

control and scheme still plagued her, 

and as a result she sends Ruth out on 

this dangerous mission.  

   Yet God in His mercy did not allow 

Ruth to come to harm or even allow 

His own Divine plan to be thwarted 

by Naomi’s conniving.  

   There were grave consequences for 

following their own path to Moab, but 

God in His mercy did not allow even 

their sin to thwart His plan.  

   The beauty of God’s grace that we 

are seeing in this story is how He 

takes Naomi and shows her how she 

must trust in Him to provide and she 

must trust His Word to show her 

how to live.  

   Our God is so great and mighty 

that He brings beautiful things out of 

our mistakes, sins, and scheming. In 

spite of Naomi’s sins, in spite of her 

rebellion against Him, the Lord used 

her and her family to bring Ruth into 

God’s household.  

   God would send our deliverer, the 

Lord Jesus Christ through Ruth, just 

as He planned from all eternity. 
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The Lord’s Supper: Preparation 
   We have the privilege of coming to 

the Lord’s Table this Sunday in wor-

ship. The Lord’s Supper is no com-

mon thing (after all, we only do it 

four times a year!), it is the ongoing 

sacrament of the Christian life.  

   Communion is a visible word in 

which Christ is present to the faith of 

those who partake spiritually. This is 

not to say that the bread and wine 

are actually transformed into the 

physical body and blood of our Lord 

at all. Rather, Communion is a spiri-

tual observance and Christ is spiritu-

ally with us and nourishes us. 

   The Lord’s Supper must accompany 

the preaching of the word; it is of no 

value in-and-of-itself. There would be 

no point in serving or taking 

“communion” if it were not part of a 

worship service with prayer, praise, 

and preaching.   

   Just as much as our souls are nour-

ished by the word preached, so too 

the souls of believers are nourished in 

the Lord’s Table in a mystical, spiri-

tual way as the Holy Spirit ministers 

and makes the sacrament effective.  

   Especially on Communion Sunday, 

we should be preparing for our 

hearts to take part in worship. What 

does this mean? 

   It means we should examine our-

selves of our being in Christ and of 

our own sins and lack of holiness.  

   This naturally leads us to repen-

tance and to consider our own faith 

in Christ to deliver us from our sins 

as well as our new obedience, 

which flows from true repentance.  

   We should consider our desire for 

Christ. Are you longing for, wanting, 

and praying for a greater share of 

Christ in your life? 

   All of this flows from examining 

ourselves as to our knowledge of 

Christ. Ours is not a blind or a pas-

sive faith and religion, but one rooted 

and grounded in a personal under-

standing of the truths of Scripture. 

Do you know them? 

   As you prepare for the Supper, you 

should come to understand better 

how unworthy you are to feast upon 

Christ. Yet it is to unworthy sinners 

that Christ offers Himself, to all who 

come to God by faith in His Name. 


