
   October is probably one of my favorite 

months out of the year if for no other reason 

than the month leads up to Oct. 31st: 

“Reformation Day.” I love Reformation Day.  

   Reformation Day is the anniversary of when 

Martin Luther, in 1517, posted his “95 The-

ses” on the door of the Castle Church in Wit-

tenberg in Germany. This event is commonly 

referred to as the start of the Reformation in 

Europe. There were pockets of discontent-

ment with the Roman religion throughout 

Europe, but Luther’s “95 Theses” ignited the 

firestorm that brought a restoration of gospel 

preaching to many churches in Europe.  

   Every year in college on Oct. 31st, I would 

post the “95 Theses” on the all doors of our 

main liberal arts building, which rather irked a 

number of the Roman Catholic faculty and 

students. 

   The Reformation was nothing more and 

nothing less than a great God-sent revival of 

His church through the preaching of His 

word. Many thousands in Europe were con-

verted because they had heard the gospel of 

salvation by faith in Jesus Christ.  

   This year, we have the opportunity to 

gather with a number of Reformed Churches 

in our area to remember, celebrate, and give 

thanks for what God did in the Reformation. 

On the evening of Oct. 27 “Reformation Sun-

day,” Rev. Phil McRae bring God’s word to us 

and some of the brethren from other congre-

gations joining us here at FPC. 

   The Reformation stands as a reminder of 

God’s pledge to abide with His Church and 

never let the gates of hell prevail against her.  

   Pray that God will send revival anew to our 

area through the plain preaching of His gospel. 

   Last week we looked generally at Creation 

and this week we look at WSC 10, which 

considers the climax of creation: mankind. 

   Q. 10. How did God create man? 

   A. God created man male and female, 

after his own image, in knowledge, right-

eousness, and holiness, with dominion over 

the creatures.  

   Of all the religions in the world, Christianity 

exalts mankind the most. Psalm 8 declares 

that Man is the pinnacle of creation and 

“crowned with glory and honor.” And it is to 

mankind that God gives care for and steward-

ship of the world that He has made. Man is to 

imitate God has he rules over God’s world. 

   We can imitate God because we are made 

in God’s image. What on earth does it mean 

to be God’s Image? This catechism uses three 

categories to explain a little bit of what that 

means. 

   Knowledge. We are able to study the 

world that God made and learn true things 

about the world, and about the world that 

God made.  

   Righteousness. Mankind was created as 

moral creatures. Adam and Eve were required 

to be obedient to the commands of God. 

When they disobeyed God, they fell from up-

rightness into sin.  

   Sin, though it twists the conscience and the 

mind, does not change the fact that all humans 

have a moral sense within them that holds 

them accountable for doing right, and even 

shows them right from wrong.  

   Holiness. Mankind at the creation was 

uniquely set apart as holy to God. More than 

all of the other creatures of the earth, Man-

kind is especially called to serve God.  

   In many ways, it is natural for people to 

serve God because that is what we were cre-

ated to do. But people cannot serve God until 

they come to Him by faith in the promise of 

the gospel. People try to find substitutes, but 

there is only one way to God: Jesus Christ.  
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

Sept 25, 5:15 p.m. 

Prayer meeting and 

Bible Study. As 

preparation for 

prayer, we’ll con-

sider God as “maker 

of heaven and earth. 

Oct. 27, 4:00 p.m. 

Joint Reformation 

Sunday evening wor-

ship at FPCW with 

the Vaiden congre-

gations. Phil McRae 

will preach.  

Oct. 30, 5:30 p.m. 

The Vaiden churches 

have invited us to a 

Reformation cook-

out. Please RSVP to 

Ryan.  

From the Pastor’s Pen. . .  
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   Last week as we finished our study of Psalm 22, I men-

tioned that the Jews had rejected Jesus because he was 

not the kind of Messiah that they wanted.  

   The First Century Jews, like the “Zionists” of the last 

Century, were looking for a national, military hero to be 

their messiah. They wanted a messiah who would ride in 

on a big horse at the head of a great army that would 

“kick the bums out.” The Jews of First Century Palestine 

wanted most of all a restoration 

of their former national glory and 

liberation from Roman rule.  

   The Jews of the First Century, 

like so many today, did not com-

prehend that their biggest prob-

lem is not political or economic, 

but God’s wrath. John 3:36 de-

clares that God’s wrath “abides” or “remains” on all 

those who do not have faith in Jesus Christ. That is a 

serious problem; Jesus diagnoses the problem of ever-

lasting wrath, and that is what He came to address.  

   In Psalm 22, we read exactly how Jesus Christ dealt 

with the great human problem. In profound literary de-

tail, the psalm describes the Saviour enduring the wrath 

that is due for your sin. We read of Him mocked and in 

great anguish. Yet it does not end that way. 

   The psalm ends singing about an empire. Not an em-

pire dominated and established by the conquests of one 

people or race, but one that includes “all the families of 

the nations.” 

   The Messiah may not have come to establish a world-

wide-Jewish Empire as His contemporaries had hoped, 

but Jesus Christ was indeed about the work of building 

an Empire, the Kingdom of God.  

   Christ came to bring blessing to every tribe and na-

tion; the blessing of peace with God through the forgive-

ness of sins.  

   The saints of God have been 

looking for Christ’s Kingdom since 

the Old Testament. Psalm 22 is 

not the only place we see the 

promise that all the earth will 

worship God.  

   One of the most beautiful pic-

tures of this is in Zech. 6 in which God promises that 

those “who are far off” will come and build the Temple.    

We in the Church on this side of Calvary, inherit all the 

promises to Zion and Jerusalem because we - like Israel 

of old - are at the center of God’s redemptive purpose.  

   God’s redemptive purposes were never confined 

merely to this world, but include God making all things 

new, in a New Heavens and a New Earth when people 

from every tribe and nation shall worship God in their 

everlasting inheritance that Messiah has prepared.  

   Is that the kind of Messiah that you want? 

Sermon Snapshot: “What Kind of Messiah?” 

Are You Backing the Right Horse? 
   Throughout the world, the Church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ is persecuted. From California and Michigan to 

China and Mongolia to Kenya and Cornwall, Christians 

are targeted for oppression, violence, and harassment by 

those who hate God and His people. 

   This has always been the case. In Gen. 4, Cain mur-

dered Abel because Abel had saving faith in 

God and Cain hated him for it. The book of 

Esther shows - in large part - the failure of 

conspiracy of one man to wipe out the 

Church from the Persian Empire. We saw 

more examples of attempts to destroy the 

church this week in Kenya and Pakistan and 

Scotland and Egypt.  

   In spite of millennia of persecution, the Church of Jesus 

Christ has outlived every empire and society that has 

opposed her. The empires of Babylon, Persia, Rome, 

Saladin, Hilter, and Stalin have collapsed.   

   Here in the United States and also in Great Britain, 

Christians have been free from persecution by and large 

since the 1689 Glorious Revolution. That freedom from 

persecution brought on one of the greatest missionary 

ages since the execution of the Apostle Paul.  But not all 

the results of this peace have been fruitful. 

   One of the challenges faced by the Church in Britain 

and America because of freedom from persecution is an 

unbiblical melding of Church and Nation. In America of-

ten “God and Country” are joined together as if their 

goals and aims are the same.  

   The goal of the Church is the salvation of 

sinners through proclaiming Jesus Christ and 

preparing the saints for heaven. The goal of the 

Nation is preservation of order and the enrich-

ment of the leaders.  

   The present persecution of Christians in Brit-

ain and the menacing threat of persecution 

here may help (and force) Christians to take stock of 

where their allegiance and possessions lie.  

   Is your allegiance to the “state”? Are your hopes and 

dreams caught up in the success of an earthly empire? Or 

do you, like Abraham and David, long for a land of eter-

nal rest because there is no rest for God’s people here? 

   It is so important for Christian living to remember that 

the saint’s home is not here, but with Christ in Heaven. 


