
   Our church website is now fully functional! 

The address remains the same, but the con-

tent has all been updated. Please thank Debbie 

Brown for all of the hard work that she’s put 

into getting our church a modern website.  

   Each week, usually on Monday, the most 

recent sermon is loaded onto the website. 

This would be a good way for you to catch up 

if you are out of town for a Sunday.  

   Additionally, the archived editions of the 

First Press are available on the site. There is 

also a blog, which occasionally publishes ex-

panded articles and devotional resources.  

   Of course, a website cannot make or break 

a church, but it is often where people form 

their first impressions about a congregation.  

   Have you ever been on vacation or traveling 

and looking for a church and made a decision 

based solely on the website? I can tell you that 

Ann and I have a number of times.  

   A fully functional website is also helpful for 

folks in our area who may be looking for a 

church to find out more about us before they 

commit to coming on a Lord’s Day. On the 

site, I try to post material that will convey our 

church’s commitment to the inerrancy and 

authority of Scripture in proclaiming the full 

counsel of God.  

   Finally, please be in prayer as we begin our 

new series in I Corinthians. This is a lengthy 

and challenging book. It deals with Paul’s apos-

tolic commands to a very troubled church in a 

very troubled society. I think you will find this 

book to be very applicable to us in our own 

time. I hope you’ll profit from our study.  

   Now would be a great time to invite and 

bring a friend to church.  

   A month ago we said that God governs his-

tory (“executeth His decrees”) through Crea-

tion and Providence. For the past couple of 

weeks, we’ve been looking at God’s work of 

Creation. And now the WSC considers the 

topic of God’s providence. 

   Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence? 

   A. God’s works of providence are, his 

most holy, wise, and powerful preserving 

and governing all his creatures, and all 

their actions.  

   This question doesn’t leave much out, does 

it? That’s precisely the point! There is nothing 

that is outside of God’s decree, His control, 

or His governing. 

   The catechism describes God’s government 

in three ways. We should be grateful and 

moved to worship and prayer because God’s 

government can be described this way. 

   First, it is Holy. This is emphasizing that 

God is “righteous in all His ways.” When God 

acts and ordains history, He does not do so in 

a way that is unjust, vindictive, cruel, or im-

moral. This is important not only because it 

sets an example for mankind as God’s image, 

but also because it gives us a peace about all 

that God brings to pass, even when sorrowful.  

   Second, it is Wise. God never decrees, 

rules, or acts from a position of ignorance. 

When we, mere creatures, act we often do so 

without all of the facts and cause problems 

due to our lack of information. God does not 

make mistakes in anything He does.  

   Third, it is Powerful. The first two charac-

teristics would be worthless if this third were 

untrue. My grandmother is both holy and wise, 

but she does not always have the power to put 

her purposes into action. God, on the other 

hand, is fully able to do what He decrees in 

wisdom and holiness.  

   Through this knowledge we can have a con-

tentment about what happens to us and to 

those we love, that all come from a loving, 

wise, righteous, and powerful Father.  
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

Oct. 27, 4:00 p.m. 

Joint Reformation 

Sunday evening wor-

ship at FPCW with 

the Vaiden congre-

gations. Phil McRae 

will preach.  

Oct. 30, 5:30 p.m. 

The Vaiden churches 

have invited us to a 

Reformation Eve 

cookout. Please 

RSVP to Ryan.  

Nov. 17, TBA 

Community Thanks-

giving Service. Ryan 

will preach, but the 

time and location 

have not yet been 

determined.  

From the Pastor’s Pen. . .  
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   This past Lord’s Day, we transitioned from our ser-

mon series in Psalm 22 to our next series in I Corin-

thians. To help us prepare for I Corinthians as well as to 

apply the message of the Cross, we looked together at 

Second Peter 1:3-11 (the sermon is up on our website if 

you missed it). 

   We noted that Christianity is an all-encompassing relig-

ion. Christianity is not a club or philosophy that you add 

to the rest of your life, but it is 

the defining element of your life.  

   In our sermon, we saw seven 

attributes in which Christians are 

to be continually growing and 

maturing. The Christian life be-

gins with faith and ends with 

love. It is important to remem-

ber the order, because without saving faith in Jesus 

Christ there is no hope for any growth in grace. 

   Peter lists these items so that we may know for certain 

of our calling and election. Election is, as you know, 

God’s eternal decree to save some sinners in spite of 

their own sinful rebellion against and hatred of Him.  

   God’s electing grace is not based on anything in us or 

that God saw we would or would not do. It is solely 

based on His grace to sinners in his Son.  

   Peter says we can have an assurance of salvation in this 

life, but we must be diligent to work at it. In order to 

have a deep and true assurance, we begin with self-

examination.  

   Peter gives you this list of seven character traits that 

touch on every aspect of life to show you how saving 

faith in Jesus Christ permeates every fiber of your being. 

   Do you see yourself growing in those seven areas? Are 

you continually struggling to grow in those areas? As we 

will see as we study in I Corinthians, Christ did not die 

on the cross so that we could 

stay as we are. Christ died so 

that God could call us to holi-

ness. How else could wretched and 

vile sinners serve a holy God? 

   It is the Christian’s duty, as well 

as delight, to consider the state of 

his or her life and soul. Ask your-

self, “Am I growing in the knowledge of God? Am I 

growing in love for God’s people?” and so on.  

   By reflecting on these things you are working to con-

firm your Christianity. By reflecting on these things, you 

are searching for areas in which you may need to strug-

gle more, fight harder, and pray longer as you seek to 

grow in holiness.  

   True Christianity is not an idle religion in which we 

simply sign up and check out. It is a struggle, a struggle 

which our Saviour began, against the world, the flesh and 

the devil. Are you struggling? 

Sermon Snapshot: “Confirming your Christianity” 

Booze and the Kingship of Christ 
   One of the most fundamental truths of Christianity is 

that Jesus Christ is the head of the church. Our forefa-

thers in Britain and elsewhere died out of loyalty to the 

crown rights of Jesus Christ as the King of the Church.  

   Since Christ is the King of the Church, He alone may 

make Laws for His subjects. We find His Laws, Statutes, 

and Ordinances contained in the Holy Scripture.  

   The elders whom He has called to rule in His Church 

do not make laws, they simply apply them. Elders are 

called to know God’s word such that they can render 

judgments based on Christ’s commands in His word.  

   Since elders simply apply Christ’s laws, they have no 

right to add to them. To add to God’s Word is to usurp 

the authority of Christ and a great treason to our King.  

   As our King, Christ has purchased liberty for His peo-

ple through the shedding of His blood. He has freed us 

from the power of sin and given us free access to the 

throne of grace. This is part of our “Christian Liberty.” 

   The godly pastors who wrote our Westminster Con-

fession cared very much about guarding Christ’s King-

ship, as many of them would have had friends and family 

who died or were jailed by the civil government for re-

sisting government control of the church. Chapter 20 of 

the Westminster Confession deals with “Christian Lib-

erty and Liberty of Conscience.” 

   In Chapter 20, we have one of the most concise expo-

sitions of the liberty of conscience that Christ has pur-

chased and given to His people. It reminds us: 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and has left it free 

from the doctrines and commandments of men, which 

are, in any thing, contrary to His Word; or beside it, if 

matters of faith, or worship. 

   That summarizes Scripture’s teaching that no one but 

Christ has the right to require any duty of Christians or 

add to what we must do as Christians.  

   Lately, there has been a lot of chatter about how bad 

alcohol is and alleging that faithful Christians ought never 

touch the stuff and that doing so is ‘impious.’ I heard one 

pastor go as far as saying “If we would do our jobs, there 

would be no beer sales Monday through Saturday...” 

   But in truth, to teach that it is a sin to drink alcohol is a 

sin itself, since nowhere in Scripture does our King forbid 

us from doing so. Rather, he requires us to be sober and 

self-controlled in all things (from donuts to beer).  

   The idea that Christians “don’t drink” has a very inter-

esting history. Perhaps in the future I’ll tell you about it! 


