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 12/6/2017 Book of Genesis - Printer Friendly 

 
 GotQuestions.org   

 
Question: "Book of Genesis" 

  

Answer: Author: The author of the Book of Genesis is not identified. Traditionally, the author has always 
assumed to have been Moses. There is no conclusive reason to deny the Mosaic authorship of Genesis. 

  

Date of Writing: The Book of Genesis does not state when it was written. The date of authorship is likely 
between 1440 and 1400 B.C., between the time Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and his death. 

  

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Genesis has sometimes been called the "seed-plot" of the entire 
Bible. Most of the major doctrines in the Bible are introduced in "seed" form in the Book of Genesis. Along with 
the fall of man, God's promise of salvation or redemption is recorded (Genesis 3:15). The doctrines of creation, 
imputation of sin, justification, atonement, depravity, wrath, grace, sovereignty, responsibility, and many more 
are all addressed in this book of origins called Genesis. 

  

Many of the great questions of life are answered in Genesis. (1) Where did I come from? (God created us - 
Genesis 1:1) (2) Why am I here? (we are here to have a relationship with God - Genesis 15:6) (3) Where am I 
going? (we have a destination after death - Genesis 25:8). Genesis appeals to the scientist, the historian, the 
theologian, the housewife, the farmer, the traveler, and the man or woman of God. It is a fitting beginning for 
God's story of His plan for mankind, the Bible. 

  

Key Verses: Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 
  

Genesis 3:15, "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

  

Genesis 12:2-3, "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you." 

  

Genesis 50:20, "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, 
the saving of many lives." 

  

Brief Summary: The Book of Genesis can be divided into two sections: Primitive History and 
Patriarchal History. Primitive history records (1) Creation (Genesis chapters 1-2); (2) the Fall of man (Genesis 
chapters 3-5); (3) the Flood (Genesis chapters 6-9); and (4) the dispersion (Genesis chapters 10-11). 
Patriarchal history records the lives of four great men: (1) Abraham (Genesis 1225:8); (2) Isaac (Genesis 21:1-
35-29); (3) Jacob (Genesis 25:21-50:14); and (4) Joseph (Genesis 
30:22-50:26). 

  

God created a universe that was good and free from sin. God created humanity to have a personal relationship 
with Him. Adam and Eve sinned and thereby brought evil and death into the world. Evil increased steadily in the 
world until there was only one family in which God found anything good. God sent the Flood to wipe out evil, but 
delivered Noah and his family along with the animals in the Ark. 
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After the Flood, humanity began again to multiply and spread throughout the world. 
  

God chose Abraham, through whom He would create a chosen people and eventually the promised Messiah. 
The chosen line was passed on to Abraham's son Isaac, and then to Isaac's son Jacob. God changed Jacob's 
name to Israel, and his twelve sons became the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. In His sovereignty, God 
had Jacob's son Joseph sent to Egypt by the despicable actions of Joseph's brothers. This act, intended for evil 
by the brothers, was intended for good by God and eventually resulted in Jacob and his family being saved 
from a devastating famine by Joseph, who had risen to great power in Egypt. 

  

Foreshadowings: Many New Testament themes have their roots in Genesis. Jesus Christ is the Seed of the 
woman who will destroy Satan's power (Gen. 3:15). As with Joseph, God's plan for the good of mankind 
through the sacrifice of His Son was intended for good, even though those who crucified Jesus intended it for 
evil. Noah and his family are the first of many remnants pictured in the Bible. Despite overwhelming odds and 
difficult circumstances, God always preserves a remnant of the faithful for Himself. The remnant of Israelites 
returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity; God preserved a remnant through all the persecutions 
described in Isaiah and Jeremiah; a remnant of 7000 priests were hidden from the wrath of Jezebel; God 
promises that a remnant of Jews will one day embrace their true Messiah (Romans 11). The faith displayed by 
Abraham would be the gift of God and the basis of salvation for both Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Hebrews 11). 

  

Practical Application: The overriding theme of Genesis is God's eternal existence and His creation of the world. 
There is no effort on the part of the author to defend the existence of God; he simply states that God is, always 
was, and always will be, almighty over all. In the same way, we have confidence in the truths of Genesis, 
despite the claims of those who would deny them. All people, regardless of culture, nationality or language, are 
accountable to the Creator. But because of sin, introduced into the world at the Fall, we are separated from 
Him. But through one small nation, Israel, God's redemptive plan for mankind was revealed and made available 
to all. We rejoice in that plan.  

  

God created the universe, the earth, and every living being. We can trust Him to handle the concerns in our 
lives. God can take a hopeless situation, i.e. Abraham and Sarah being childless, and do amazing things if we 
will simply trust and obey. Terrible and unjust things may happen in our lives, as with Joseph, but God will 
always bring about a greater good if we have faith in Him and His sovereign plan. "And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose" (Romans 
8:28). 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries 
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 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Exodus" 

  

Answer: Author: Moses was the author of the Book of Exodus (Exodus 17:14; 24:4-7; 34:27). 
  

Date of Writing: The Book of Exodus was written between 1440 and 1400 B.C. 
  

Purpose of Writing: The word "exodus" means departure. In God's timing, the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt marked the end of a period of oppression for Abraham's descendants (Genesis 15:13), 
and the beginning of the fulfillment of the covenant promise to Abraham that his descendants would not only 
live in the Promised Land, but would also multiply and become a great nation (Genesis 
12:1-3, 7). The purpose of the book may be expressed as tracing the rapid growth of Jacob's descendants from 
Egypt to the establishment of the theocratic nation in their Promised Land. 

  

Key Verses: Exodus 1:8, "Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt." 
  

Exodus 2:24-25, "God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them." 

  

Exodus 12:27, "'It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt 
and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.'" Then the people bowed down and worshiped." 

  

Exodus 20:2-3, "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
You shall have no other gods before me." 

  

Brief Summary: Exodus begins where Genesis leaves off as God deals with His chosen people, the Jews. It 
traces the events from the time Israel entered Egypt as guests of Joseph, who was powerful in Egypt, until they 
were eventually delivered from the cruel bondage of slavery into which they had been brought by "...a new 
king...which knew not Joseph" (Exodus 1:8). 

  

Chapters 1-14 describe the conditions of oppression of the Jews under Pharaoh, the rise of Moses as their 
deliverer, the plagues God brought upon Egypt for the refusal of their leader to submit to Him, and the 
departure from Egypt. God's sovereign and powerful hand is seen in the miracles of the plagues"ending with 
the plague of death of the firstborn and the institution of the first Passover"the deliverance of the Israelites, the 
parting of the Red Sea, and the destruction of the Egyptian army.  

  

The middle portion of Exodus is dedicated to the wandering in the wilderness and the miraculous provision by 
God for His people. But even though He gave them bread from heaven, sweet water from bitter, water from a 
rock, victory over those who would destroy them, His Law written on tablets of stone by His own hand, and His 
presence in the form of pillars of fire and cloud, the people continually grumbled and rebelled against Him.  

  

The last third of the book describes the construction of the Ark of the Covenant and the plan for the Tabernacle 
with its various sacrifices, altars, furniture, ceremonies, and forms of worship. 

https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Book-of-Exodus-PF.html 1/2 12/11/2017 Book of Exodus - Printer Friendly 



4 
 

Foreshadowings: The numerous sacrifices required of the Israelites were a picture of the ultimate sacrifice, the 
Passover Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The night of the last plague on Egypt, an unblemished lamb was killed 
and its blood applied to the doorposts of the houses of God's people, protecting them from the angel of death. 
This foreshadowed Jesus, the Lamb of God without spot or blemish (1 Peter 1:19), whose blood applied to us 
ensures eternal life. Among the symbolic presentations of Christ in the book of Exodus is the story of the water 
from the rock in Exodus 17:6. Just as Moses struck the rock to provide life-giving water for the people to drink, 
so did God strike the 
Rock of our salvation, crucifying Him for our sin, and from the Rock came the gift of living water (John 
4:10). The provision of manna in the wilderness is a perfect picture of Christ, the Bread of Life (John 
6:48), provided by God to give us life. 

  

Practical Application: The Mosaic Law was given in part to show mankind that they were incapable of keeping 
it. We are unable to please God by law-keeping; therefore, Paul exhorts us to "put our faith in Christ Jesus that 
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be 
justified" (Galatians 2:16). 

  

God's provision for the Israelites, from deliverance from captivity to the manna and quail in the wilderness, are 
clear indications of His gracious provision for His people. God has promised to supply all our needs. "God, who 
has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful" 
(1 Corinthians 1:9).  

  

We are to trust in the Lord, for He can deliver us from anything. But God does not allow sin to go unpunished 
forever. As a result, we can trust Him in His retribution and justice. When God removes us from a bad situation, 
we should not seek to go back. When God makes demands of us, He expects us to comply, but at the same 
time He provides grace and mercy because He knows that, on our own, we will not be able to fully obey. 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries  
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 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Leviticus" 

  

Answer: Author: Moses was the author of the Book of Leviticus. 

  

Date of Writing: The Book of Leviticus was written between 1440 and 

1400 B.C. 

  

Purpose of Writing: Because the Israelites had been held captive in Egypt for 400 years, the concept of God had 
been distorted by the polytheistic, pagan Egyptians. The purpose of Leviticus is to provide instruction and laws to 
guide a sinful, yet redeemed people in their relationship with a holy God. There is an emphasis in Leviticus on the 
need for personal holiness in response to a holy God. Sin must be atoned for through the offering of proper 
sacrifices (chapters 8-10). Other topics covered in the book are diets (clean and unclean foods), childbirth, and 
diseases which are carefully regulated (chapters 11-15). Chapter 16 describes the Day of Atonement when an 
annual sacrifice is made for cumulative sin of the people. Furthermore, the people of God are to be circumspect in 
their personal, moral, and social living, in contrast to the then current practices of the heathen roundabout them 
(chapters 17-22). 

  

Key Verses: Leviticus 1:4, "He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his 
behalf to make atonement for him." 

  

Leviticus 17:11, "For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for 
yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life." 

  

Leviticus 19:18, "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the LORD." 

  

Brief Summary: Chapters 1–7 outline the offerings required of both the laity and the priesthood. Chapters 8–10 
describe the consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood. Chapters 11–16 are the 
prescriptions for various types of uncleanness. The final 10 chapters are God’s guidelines to His people for 
practical holiness. Various feasts were instituted in the people’s worship of God, convened and practiced according 
to God’s laws. Blessings or curses would accompany either the keeping or neglect of God’s commandments 
(chapter 26). Vows to the Lord are covered in chapter 27. 

  

Foreshadowings: Much of the ritualistic practices of worship picture in many ways the person and work of our 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Hebrews 10 tells us that the Mosaic Law is "only a shadow of the good things that 
are coming" by which is meant that the daily sacrifices offered by the priests for the sin of the people were a 
representation of the ultimate Sacrifice"Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice would be once for all time for those who 
would believe in Him. The holiness imparted temporarily by the Law would one day be replaced by the absolute 
attainment of holiness when Christians exchanged their sin for the righteousness of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

  

Practical Application: God takes His holiness very seriously and so should we. The trend in the postmodern church 
is to create God in our own image, giving Him the attributes we would like Him to have instead of the ones His 
Word describes. God's utter holiness, His transcendent splendor, and His "unapproachable light" (1 Timothy 6:16) 
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are foreign concepts to many Christians. We are called to walk in the Light and to put away the darkness in our 
lives so that we may be pleasing in His sight. A holy God cannot tolerate blatant, unashamed sin in His people and 
His holiness requires Him to punish it. We dare not be flippant in our attitudes toward sin or God's loathing of it, nor 
should we make light of it in any way. 

  

Praise the Lord that because of Jesus' death on our behalf, we no 

longer have to offer animal sacrifices. Leviticus is all about substitution. The death of the animals was a substitute 
penalty for those who have sinned. In the same way, but infinitely better, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was 
the substitute for our sins. Now we can stand before a God of utter holiness without fear because He sees in us the 
righteousness of Christ. 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries 
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 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Numbers" 

  

Answer: Author: Moses was the author of the Book of Numbers. 
  

Date of Writing: The Book of Numbers was written between 1440 and 1400 B.C. 
  

Purpose of Writing: The message of the Book of Numbers, is universal and timeless."It reminds believers of the 
spiritual warfare in which they are engaged, for Numbers is the book of the service and walk of God's people. 
The Book of Numbers essentially bridges the gap between the Israelites receiving the Law (Exodus and 
Leviticus) and preparing them to enter the Promised Land 
(Deuteronomy and Joshua). 

  

Key Verses: Numbers 6:24-26, "The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace." 

  

Numbers 12:6-8, "When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him 
in dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, 
clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?" 

  

Numbers 14:30-34, "Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except 
Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, 
I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. But you " your bodies will fall in this desert. Your 
children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies 
in the desert. For forty years " one year for each of the forty days you explored the land " you will suffer for your 
sins and know what it is like to have me against you.'" 

  

Brief Summary: Most of the events of the Book of Numbers take place in the wilderness, primarily between the 
second and fortieth years of the wandering of the Israelites. The first 25 chapters of the book chronicle the 
experiences of the first generation of Israel in the wilderness, while the rest of the book describes the 
experiences of the second generation. The theme of obedience and rebellion followed by repentance and 
blessing runs through the entire book, as well as the entire Old Testament. 

  

The theme of the holiness of God is continued from the book of Leviticus into the book of Numbers, which 
reveals God's instruction and preparation of His people to enter the Promised Land of Canaan. The importance 
of the Book of Numbers is indicated by its being referred to in the New Testament many times. The Holy Spirit 
called special attention to Numbers in 1 Corinthians 10:1-12. The words "all these things happened to them for 
examples" refers to the sin of the Israelites and God's displeasure with them. 

  

In Romans 11:22, Paul speaks about the "goodness and severity of God." That, in a nutshell, is the message of 
Numbers. The severity of God is seen in the death of the rebellious generation in the wilderness, those who 
never entered the Promised Land. The goodness of God is realized in the new generation. God protected, 
preserved, and provided for these people until they possessed the land. 
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This reminds us of the justice and love of God, which are always in sovereign harmony. 
  

Foreshadowings: God's demand for holiness in His people is completely and finally satisfied in Jesus Christ, 
who came to fulfill the law on our behalf (Matthew 5:17). The concept of the promised Messiah pervades the 
book. The story in chapter 19 of the sacrifice of the red heifer "without defect or blemish" prefigures Christ, the 
Lamb of God without spot or blemish who was sacrificed for our sins. The image of the bronze snake lifted up 
on the pole to provide physical healing (chapter 21) also prefigures the lifting up of Christ, either upon the 
cross, or in the ministry of the Word, that whoever looks to Him by faith may have spiritual healing. 

  

In chapter 24, Balaam's fourth oracle speaks of the star and the scepter who is to rise out of Jacob. Here is a 
prophecy of Christ who is called the "morning star" in Revelation 22:16 for His glory, brightness, and splendor, 
and for the light that comes by Him. He may also be called a scepter, that is, a scepter bearer, because of his 
royalty. He not only has the name of a king, but has a kingdom, and rules with a scepter of grace, mercy, and 
righteousness. 

  

Practical Application: A major theological theme developed in the New Testament from Numbers is that sin and 
unbelief, especially rebellion, reap the judgment of God. First Corinthians specifically says"and Hebrews 3:7-
4:13 strongly implies"that these events were written as examples for believers to observe and avoid. We are 
not to "set our hearts on evil things" (v. 6), or be sexually immoral (v. 8), or put God to the test (v. 9) or gripe 
and complain (v. 10). 

  

Just as the Israelites wandered in the wilderness 40 years because of their rebellion, so too does God 
sometimes allow us to wander away from Him and suffer loneliness and lack of blessings when we rebel 
against Him. But God is faithful and just, and just as He restored the Israelites to their rightful place in His heart, 
He will always restore Christians to the place of blessing and intimate fellowship with Him if we repent and 
return to Him (1 John 1:9). 

© Copyright 2002-2018 Got Questions Ministries 
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1/16/2018 Book of Deuteronomy - Printer Friendly 

 
 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Deuteronomy" 

  

Answer: Author: Moses wrote the Book of Deuteronomy, which is in fact a collection of his sermons to Israel 
just before they crossed the Jordan. "These are the words which Moses spoke" (1:1). Someone else (Joshua, 
perhaps) may have written the last chapter. 

  

Date of Writing: These sermons were given during the 40-day period prior to Israel's entering the 
Promised Land. The first sermon was delivered on the 1st day of the 11th month (1:3), and the 
Israelites crossed the Jordan 70 days later, on the 10th day of the 1st month (Joshua 4:19). Subtract 30 days of 
mourning after Moses' death (Deuteronomy 34:8), and we"re left with 40 days. The year was 1406 B.C. 

  

Purpose of Writing: A new generation of Israelites was about to enter the Promised Land. This multitude had 
not experienced the miracle at the Red Sea or heard the law given at Sinai, and they were about to enter a new 
land with many dangers and temptations. The book of Deuteronomy was given to remind them of God's law 
and God's power. 

  

Key Verses: "Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the 
LORD your God that I give you." (Deuteronomy 4:2) 

  

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up." (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) 

  

"He said to them, "Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may 
command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you"they are 
your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess." 
(Deuteronomy 32:46-47) 

  

Brief Summary: The Israelites are commanded to remember four things: God's faithfulness, God's holiness, 
God's blessings, and God's warnings. The first three chapters recap the trip from Egypt to their current location, 
Moab. Chapter 4 is a call to obedience, to be faithful to the God Who was faithful to them. 

  

Chapters 5 through 26 are a repetition of the law. The Ten Commandments, the laws concerning sacrifices and 
specials days, and the rest of the law are given to the new generation. Blessings are promised to those who 
obey (5:29; 6:17-19; 11:13-15), and famine is promised to those who break the law (11:16-17). 

  

The theme of blessing and cursing is continued in chapters 27-30. This portion of the book ends with a clear 
choice set before Israel: "I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing." God's desire for His 
people is found in what He recommends: "choose life" (30:19). 

  

In the final chapters, Moses encourages the people; commissions his replacement, Joshua; records a 
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song; and gives a final blessing to each of the tribes of Israel. Chapter 34 relates the circumstances of Moses' 
death. He climbed Mt. Pisgah, where the Lord showed him the Promised Land that he could not enter. At 120 
years old, but still with good eyesight and the strength of youth, Moses died in the presence of the Lord. The 
book of Deuteronomy ends with a short obituary on this great prophet. 

  

Foreshadowings: Many New Testament themes are present in the Book of Deuteronomy. The foremost among 
them is the necessity of keeping perfectly the Mosaic Law and the impossibility of doing so. The endless 
sacrifices necessary to atone for the sins of the people"who continually transgressed the Law"would find their 
fulfillment in the final "once for all" sacrifice of Christ (Hebrews 
10:10). Because of His atoning work on the cross, we would need no further sacrifices for sin. 

  

God's choosing of the Israelites as His special people foreshadows His choosing of those who would believe in 
Christ (1 Peter 2:9). In Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Moses prophesies of another prophet"the ultimate Prophet to 
come who is the Messiah. Like Moses, He would receive and preach divine revelation and He would lead His 
people (John 6:14; 7:40). 

  

Practical Application: The book of Deuteronomy underscores the importance of God's Word. It is a vital part of 
our lives. Although we are no longer under the Old Testament law, we are still responsible to submit to the will 
of God in our lives. Simple obedience brings blessing, and sin has its own consequences. 

  

None of us is "above the law." Even Moses, the leader and prophet chosen by God, was required to obey. The 
reason that he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land was that he disobeyed the Lord's clear command 
(Numbers 20:13). 

  

During the time of His testing in the wilderness, Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy three times 
(Matthew 4). In so doing, Jesus illustrated for us the necessity of hiding God's Word in our hearts that we might 
not sin against Him (Psalm 119:11). 

  

As Israel remembered God's faithfulness, so should we. The crossing of the Red Sea, the holy presence at 
Sinai, and the blessing of manna in the desert should be an encouragement to us as well. A great way to keep 
going forward is to take some time to look back and see what God has done. 

  

We also have a beautiful picture in Deuteronomy of a loving God Who desires a relationship with His children. 
The Lord names love as the reason that He brought Israel out of Egypt "with a mighty hand" and redeemed 
them (Deuteronomy 7:7-9). What a wonderful thing to be free from the bondage of sin and loved by an all-
powerful God! 

© Copyright 2002-2018 Got Questions Ministries 
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1/29/2018     Book of Joshua - Printer Friendly 

 

 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Joshua" 

  

Answer: Author: The Book of Joshua does not explicitly name its author. More than likely Joshua the son of 
Nun, the successor of Moses as leader over Israel, penned much of this book. The latter part of the book was 
written by at least one other person after the death of Joshua. It is also possible that several sections were 
edited / compiled following Joshua's death. 

  

Date of Writing: The Book of Joshua was likely written between 1400 and 1370 B.C. 
  

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Joshua provides an overview of the military campaigns to conquer the land 
area that God had promised. Following the exodus from Egypt and the subsequent forty years of the wilderness 
wanderings, the newly-formed nation is now poised to enter the Promised Land, conquer the inhabitants, and 
occupy the territory. The overview that we have here gives abbreviated and selective details of many of the 
battles and the manner in which the land was not only conquered, but how it was divided into tribal areas. 

  

Key Verses: Joshua 1:6-9, "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 
go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go." 

  

Joshua 24:14-15, "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD." 

  

Brief Summary: The Book of Joshua continues the story of the Israelites after the exodus from Egypt. The book 
chronicles the approximately 20 years of Joshua's leadership of the people after Moses anointed him at the end 
of Deuteronomy. The twenty-four chapter divisions of the Book of Joshua can be summarized as follows: 

  

Chapters 1-12: Entering and conquering the Promised Land. 

Chapters 13-22: Instructions for distributing the portions of the Promised Land.  

   Chapters 23-24: Joshua's farewell address   
  

Foreshadowings: The story of Rahab the harlot and her great faith in the God of the Israelites gives her a place 
with those honored for their faith in Hebrews 11:31. Hers is a story of God's grace to sinners and salvation by 
faith alone. Most importantly, by God's grace she was in the Messianic line 
(Matthew 1:5).  

  

One of the ceremonial rituals of Joshua 5 finds its perfect fulfillment in the New Testament. Verses 1-9 
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describe God's commandment that those who were born in the wilderness were to be circumcised when they 
came into the Promised Land. By so doing, God "rolled away the reproach of Egypt" from them, meaning that 
He cleansed them from the sins of their former life. Colossians 2:10-12 describes believers as having been 
circumcised in their hearts by Christ Himself, by whom we have put off the sinful nature of our former lives 
without Christ.  

  

God established cities of refuge so that those who accidentally killed someone could live there without fear of 
retribution. Christ is our refuge to whom we "have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us" 
(Hebrews 6:18). 

  

The Book of Joshua has an overriding theological theme of rest. The Israelites, after wandering in the 
wilderness for 40 years, finally entered the rest God had prepared for them in the land of Canaan. The writer of 
Hebrews uses this incident as a warning to us not to let unbelief keep us from entering into God's rest in Christ 
(Hebrews 3:7-12). 

  

Practical Application: One of the key verses of the Book of Joshua is 1:8 "Do not let this Book of the Law depart 
from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it." The Old 
Testament is replete with stories of how the people "forgot" God and His Word and suffered terrible 
consequences. For the Christian, the Word of God is our lifeblood. If we neglect it, our lives will suffer 
accordingly. But if we take to heart the principle of verse 1:8, we will be complete and able to be of use in God's 
kingdom (2 Timothy 3:16-17), and we will find that God's promises in Joshua 1:8-9 will be ours as well. 

  

Joshua is a prime example of the benefits of a worthy mentor. For years he remained close to Moses. He 
watched Moses as he followed God in an almost flawless manner. He learned to pray in a personal way from 
Moses. He learned how to obey through the example of Moses. Joshua apparently also learned from the 
negative example that cost Moses the joy of actually entering the Promised Land. If you are alive, you are a 
mentor. Someone, somewhere, is watching you. Some younger person or someone that you are influencing is 
seeing how you live and how you react. Someone is learning from you. Someone will follow your example. 
Mentoring is far more than the words that are spoken by the mentor. His or her entire life is on display. 
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2/5/2018 Book of Judges - Printer Friendly 

 
 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Judges" 

  

Answer: Author: The Book of Judges does not specifically name its author. The tradition is that the Prophet 
Samuel was the author of Judges. Internal evidence indicates that the author of Judges lived shortly after the 
period of the Judges. Samuel fits this qualification. 

  

Date of Writing: The Book of Judges was likely written between 1045 and 1000 B.C. 
  

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Judges can be divided into two sections: 1) Chapters 1-16 which gives an 
account of the wars of deliverance beginning with the Israelites' defeat of the Canaanites and ending with the 
defeat of the Philistines and the death of Samson; 2) Chapters 17-21 which is referred to as an appendix and 
does not relate to the previous chapters. These chapters are noted as a time "when there was no king in Israel 
(Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25)." The Book of Ruth was originally a part of the Book of Judges, but in A.D. 450 
it was removed to become a book of its own. 

  

Key Verses: Judges 2:16-19: "Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these 
raiders. Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 
Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their fathers had walked, the way of obedience to 
the LORD's commands. Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved 
them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as 
they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people returned to 
ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They 
refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways." 

  

Judges 10:15: "But the Israelites said to the LORD, 'We have sinned. Do with us whatever you think best, but 
please rescue us now.'" 

  

Judges 21:25: "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit." 
  

Brief Summary: The Book of Judges is a tragic account of how Yahweh [God] was taken for granted by His 
children year after year, century after century. Judges is a sad contrast to the book of Joshua which chronicles 
the blessings God bestowed on the Israelites for their obedience in conquering the land. In Judges, they were 
disobedient and idolatrous, leading to their many defeats. Yet God has never failed to open His arms in love to 
His people whenever they repent from their wicked ways and call upon His name. (Judges 2:18) Through the 15 
judges of Israel, God honored His promise to Abraham to protect and bless his offspring (Genesis 12:2-3). 

  

After the death of Joshua and his contemporaries, the Israelites returned to serving Baal and 
Ashtaroth. God allowed the Israelites to suffer the consequences of worshiping false gods. It was then that the 
people of God would cry out to Yahweh for help. God sent His children judges to lead them in righteous living. 
But time after time they would turn their backs on God and return to their lives of wickedness. However, keeping 
His part of the covenant with Abraham, God would save His people from their oppressors throughout the 480-
year span of the Book of Judges. 
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Probably the most notable judge was the 12th judge, Samson, who came to lead the Israelites after a 40-year 
captivity under the rule of the ruthless Philistines. Samson led God's people to victory over the Philistines where 
he lost his own life after 20 years as judge of Israel. 

  

Foreshadowings: The announcement to Samson's mother that she would bear a son to lead Israel is a 
foreshadowing of the announcement to Mary of the birth of the Messiah. God sent His Angel to both women 
and told them they would "conceive and bear a son" (Judges 13:7; Luke 1:31) who would lead God's people.  

  

God's compassionate delivery of His people despite their sin and rejection of Him presents a picture of Christ on 
the cross. Jesus died to deliver His people"all who would ever believe in Him"from their sin. Although most of 
those who followed Him during His ministry would eventually fall away and reject Him, still He remained faithful 
to His promise and went to the cross to die for us. 

  

Practical Application: Disobedience always brings judgment. The Israelites present a perfect example of what 
we are not to do. Instead of learning from experience that God will always punish rebellion against Him, they 
continued to disobey and suffer God's displeasure and discipline. If we continue in disobedience, we invite 
God's discipline, not because He enjoys our suffering, but "because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he accepts as a son" 
(Hebrews 12:6). 

  

The Book of Judges is a testament to God's faithfulness. Even "if we are faithless, He will remain faithful" (2 
Timothy 2:13). Though we may be unfaithful to Him, as the Israelites were, still He is faithful to save us and 
preserve us (1 Thessalonians 5:24) and to forgive us when we seek forgiveness (1 John 1:9). "He will keep you 
strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you 
into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful" (1 Corinthians 1:8-9). 
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2/12/2018 Book of Ruth - Printer Friendly 

 
 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of Ruth" 

  

Answer: Author: The Book of Ruth does not specifically name its author. The tradition is that the Book of Ruth 
was written by the Prophet Samuel. 

  

Date of Writing: The exact date the Book of Ruth was written is uncertain. However, the prevalent view is a date 
between 1011 and 931 B.C. 

  

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Ruth was written to the Israelites. It teaches that genuine love at times may 
require uncompromising sacrifice. Regardless of our lot in life, we can live according to the precepts of God. 
Genuine love and kindness will be rewarded. God abundantly blesses those who seek to live obedient lives. 
Obedient living does not allow for "accidents" in God's plan. God extends mercy to the merciful. 

  

Key Verses: Ruth 1:16, "But Ruth replied, 'Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.'" 

  

Ruth 3:9, "'Who are you?' he asked. 'I am your servant Ruth,' she said. 'Spread the corner of your garment over 
me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer.'" 

  

Ruth 4:17, "The women living there said, 'Naomi has a son.' And they named him Obed. He was the father of 
Jesse, the father of David." 

  

Brief Summary: The setting for the Book of Ruth begins in the heathen country of Moab, a region northeast of 
the Dead Sea, but then moves to Bethlehem. This true account takes place during the dismal days of failure 
and rebellion of the Israelites, called the period of the Judges. A famine forces Elimelech and his wife, Naomi, 
from their Israelite home to the country of Moab. Elimelech dies and Naomi is left with her 2 sons, who soon 
marry 2 Moabite girls, Orpah and Ruth. Later both of the sons die, and Naomi is left alone with Orpah and Ruth 
in a strange land. Orpah returns to her parents, but Ruth determines to stay with Naomi as they journey to 
Bethlehem. This story of love and devotion tells of Ruth's eventual marriage to a wealthy man named Boaz, by 
whom she bears a son, Obed, who becomes the grandfather of David and the ancestor of Jesus. Obedience 
brings Ruth into the privileged lineage of Christ. 

  

Foreshadowings: A major theme of the Book of Ruth is that of the kinsman-redeemer. Boaz, a relative of Naomi 
on her husband’s side, acted upon his duty as outlined in the Mosaic Law to redeem an impoverished relative 
from his or her circumstances (Lev. 25:47-49). This scenario is repeated by Christ, who redeems us, the 
spiritually impoverished, from the slavery of sin. Our heavenly Father sent His own Son to the cross so that we 
might become children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ. By being our Redeemer, He makes us His 
kinsmen. 

  

Practical Application: The sovereignty of our great God is clearly seen in the story of Ruth. He guided her every 
step of the way to become His child and fulfill His plan for her to become an ancestor of Jesus Christ (Matthew 
1:5). In the same way, we have assurance that God has a plan for each of 
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us. Just as Naomi and Ruth trusted Him to provide for them, so should we. 
  

We see in Ruth an example of the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31. In addition to being devoted to her family 
(Ruth 1:15-18; Proverbs 31:10-12) and faithfully dependent upon God (Ruth 2:12; Proverbs 31:30), we see in 
Ruth a woman of godly speech. Her words are loving, kind and respectful, both to Naomi and to Boaz. The 
virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 “opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness” (v. 
26). We could search far and wide to find a woman today as worthy of being our role model as Ruth. 
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2/16/2018 Book of 1 Samuel - Printer Friendly 

 

 GotQuestions.org   

  
Question: "Book of 1 Samuel" 

  

Answer: Author: The author is anonymous. We know that Samuel wrote a book (1 Samuel 10:25), and it is very 
possible that he wrote part of this book as well. Other possible contributors to 1 Samuel are the 
prophets/historians Nathan and Gad (1 Chronicles 29:29). 

  

Date of Writing: Originally, the books of 1 and 2 Samuel were one book. The translators of the Septuagint 
separated them, and we have retained that separation ever since. The events of 1 Samuel span approximately 
100 years, from c. 1100 B.C. to c. 1000 B.C. The events of 2 Samuel cover another 40 years. The date of 
writing, then, would be sometime after 960 B.C. 

  

Purpose of Writing: First Samuel records the history of Israel in the land of Canaan as they move from the rule 
of judges to being a unified nation under kings. Samuel emerges as the last judge, and he anoints the first two 
kings, Saul and David. 

  

Key Verses: "But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the 
LORD. And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, 
but they have rejected me as their king"" (1 Samuel 8:6-7). 

  

""You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you 
had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now your kingdom will not endure; 
the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have 
not kept the LORD's command"" (1 Samuel 13:13-14). 

  

"But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice 
of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like 
the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 
he has rejected you as king"" (1 Samuel 15:22-23). 

  

Brief Summary: The book of 1 Samuel can be neatly divided into two sections: the life of Samuel 
(chapters 1-12) and the life of Saul (chapters 13-31). 

  

The book starts with the miraculous birth of Samuel in answer to his mother's earnest prayer. As a child, 
Samuel lived and served in the temple. God singled him out as a prophet (3:19-21), and the child's first 
prophecy was one of judgment on the corrupt priests. 

  

The Israelites go to war with their perennial enemies, the Philistines. The Philistines capture the ark of the 
covenant and are in temporary possession of it, but when the Lord sends judgment, the Philistines return the 
ark. Samuel calls Israel to repentance (7:3-6) and then to victory over the Philistines. 

  

The people of Israel, wanting to be like other nations, desire a king. Samuel is displeased by their demands, 
but the Lord tells him that it is not Samuel's leadership they are rejecting, but His own. After warning the people 
of what having a king would mean, Samuel anoints a Benjamite named Saul, who is crowned in Mizpah 
(10:17-25). 
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Saul enjoys initial success, defeating the Ammonites in battle (chapter 11). But then he makes a series of 
missteps: he presumptuously offers a sacrifice (chapter 13), he makes a foolish vow at the expense of his son 
Jonathan (chapter 14), and he disobeys the Lord's direct command (chapter 15). As a result of Saul's rebellion, 
God chooses another to take Saul's place. Meanwhile, God removes His blessing from Saul, and an evil spirit 
begins goading Saul toward madness (16:14). 

  

Samuel travels to Bethlehem to anoint a youth named David as the next king (chapter 16). Later, 
David has his famous confrontation with Goliath the Philistine and becomes a national hero (chapter 17). David 
serves in Saul's court, marries Saul's daughter, and is befriended by Saul's son. Saul himself grows jealous of 
David's success and popularity, and he attempts to kill David. David flees, and so begins an extraordinary 
period of adventure, intrigue, and romance. With supernatural aid, David narrowly but consistently eludes the 
bloodthirsty Saul (chapters 19-26). Through it all, David maintains his integrity and his friendship with 
Jonathan. 

  

Near the end of the book, Samuel has died, and Saul is a lost man. On the eve of a battle with Philistia, Saul 
seeks for answers. Having rejected God, he finds no help from heaven, and he seeks counsel from a medium 
instead. During the seance, Samuel's spirit rises from the dead to give one last prophecy: Saul would die in 
battle the next day. The prophecy is fulfilled; Saul's three sons, including Jonathan, fall in battle, and Saul 
commits suicide. 

  

Foreshadowings: The prayer of Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 makes several prophetic references to 
Christ. She extols God as her Rock (v. 2), and we know from the gospel accounts that Jesus is the Rock upon 
whom we should build our spiritual houses. Paul refers to Jesus as the "rock of offense" to the Jews (Romans 
9:33). Christ is called the "spiritual Rock" who provided spiritual drink to the Israelites in the wilderness just as 
He provides "living water" to our souls (1 Corinthians 10:4; John 4:10). Hannah's prayer also makes reference 
to the Lord who will judge the ends of the earth (v. 2:10), while Matthew 25:31-32 refers to Jesus as the Son of 
Man who will come in glory to judge everyone. 

  

Practical Application: The tragic story of Saul is a study in wasted opportunity. Here was a man who had it 
all"honor, authority, riches, good looks, and more. Yet he died in despair, terrified of his enemies and knowing 
he had failed his nation, his family, and his God. 

  

Saul made the mistake of thinking he could please God through disobedience. Like many today, he believed 
that a sensible motive will compensate for bad behavior. Perhaps his power went to his head, and he began to 
think he was above the rules. Somehow he developed a low opinion of God's commands and a high opinion of 
himself. Even when confronted with his wrongdoing, he attempted to vindicate himself, and that's when God 
rejected him (15:16-28). 

  

Saul's problem is one we all face"a problem of the heart. Obedience to God's will is necessary for success, and 
if we in pride rebel against Him, we set ourselves up for loss. 

  

David, on the other hand, did not seem like much at first. Even Samuel was tempted to overlook him (16:6-7). 
But God sees the heart and saw in David a man after His own heart (13:14). The humility and integrity of 
David, coupled with his boldness for the Lord and his commitment to prayer, set a good example for all of us. 
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2/25/2018 Book of 2 Samuel - Printer Friendly 

 
Question: "Book of 2 Samuel" 

  

Answer: Author: The Book of 2 Samuel does not identify its author. It could not be the Prophet 
Samuel, since he died in 1 Samuel. Possible writers include Nathan and Gad (see 1 Chronicles 
29:29). 

  

Date of Writing: Originally, the books of 1 and 2 Samuel were one book. The translators of the Septuagint 
separated them, and we have retained that separation ever since."The events of 1 Samuel span approximately 
100 years, from c. 1100 B.C. to c. 1000 B.C."The events of 2 Samuel cover another 40 years."The date of 
writing, then, would be sometime after 960 B.C. 

  

Purpose of Writing: 2 Samuel is the record of King David's reign. This book places the Davidic Covenant in its 
historical context. 

  

Key Verses: "Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 
forever" (2 Samuel 7:16). 

  

"But the king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, 
my son!" (2 Samuel 19:4).  

  

""The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and 
the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior"from violent men you save me. I call to 
the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies" (2 Samuel 22:2-4). 

  

Brief Summary: The book of 2 Samuel can be divided into two main sections"David's triumphs (chapters 1-10) 
and David's troubles (chapters 11-20). The last part of the book (chapters 21-24) is a non-chronological 
appendix which contains further details of David's reign. 

  

The book begins with David receiving news of the death of Saul and his sons. He proclaims a time of 
mourning. Soon afterward, David is crowned king over Judah, while Ish-bosheth, one of Saul's surviving sons, 
is crowned king over Israel (chapter 2). A civil war follows, but Ish-bosheth is murdered, and the Israelites ask 
David to reign over them as well (chapters 4-5). 

  

David moves the country's capital from Hebron to Jerusalem and later moves the Ark of the Covenant 
(chapters 5-6). David's plan to build a temple in Jerusalem is vetoed by God, who then promises David the 
following things: 1) David would have a son to rule after him; 2) David's son would build the temple; 3) the 
throne occupied by David's lineage would be established forever; and 4) God would never take His mercy from 
David's house (2 Samuel 7:4-16). 

  

David leads Israel to victory over many of the enemy nations which surrounded them. He also shows kindness 
to the family of Jonathan by taking in Mephibosheth, Jonathan's crippled son (chapters 8- 
10). 

  

Then David falls. He lusts for a beautiful woman named Bathsheba, commits adultery with her, and then has 
her husband murdered (chapter 11). When Nathan the prophet confronts David with his sin, David confesses, 
and God graciously forgives. However, the Lord tells David that trouble would arise 
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   from within his own household. 

  

Trouble does come when David's firstborn son, Amnon, rapes his half-sister, Tamar. In retaliation, Tamar's 
brother Absalom kills Amnon. Absalom then flees Jerusalem rather than face his father's anger. Later, 
Absalom leads a revolt against David, and some of David's former associates join the rebellion (chapters 15-
16). David is forced out of Jerusalem, and Absalom sets himself up as king for a short time. The usurper is 
overthrown, however, and"against David's wishes"is killed. David mourns his fallen son. 

  

A general feeling of unrest plagues the remainder of David's reign. The men of Israel threaten to split from 
Judah, and David must suppress another uprising (chapter 20). 

  

The book's appendix includes information concerning a three-year famine in the land (chapter 21), a song of 
David (chapter 22), a record of the exploits of David's bravest warriors (chapter 23), and David's sinful census 
and the ensuing plague (chapter 24). 

  

Foreshadowings: The Lord Jesus Christ is seen primarily in two parts of 2 Samuel. First, the Davidic Covenant 
as outlined in 2 Samuel 7:16: “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 
established forever” and reiterated in Luke 1:31-33 in the words of the angel who appeared to Mary to 
announce Jesus’ birth to her: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will 
never end." Christ is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant; He is the Son of God in the line of David who will 
reign forever. 

  

Second, Jesus is seen in the song of David at the end of his life (2 Samuel 22:2-51). He sings of his rock, 
fortress and deliverer, his refuge and savior. Jesus is our Rock (1 Corinthians 10:4; 1 Peter 2:79), the Deliverer 
of Israel (Romans 11:25-27), the fortress to whom we "have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us" (Hebrews 6:18 KJV), and our only Savior (Luke 2:11; 2 Timothy 1:10). 

  

Practical Application: Anyone can fall. Even a man like David, who truly desired to follow God and who was 
richly blessed by God, was susceptible to temptation. David's sin with Bathsheba should be a warning to all of 
us to guard our hearts, our eyes and our minds. Pride over our spiritual maturity and our ability to withstand 
temptation in our own strength is the first step to a downfall (1 Corinthians 
10:12). 

  

God is gracious to forgive even the most heinous sins when we truly repent. However, healing the wound 
caused by sin does not always erase the scar. Sin has natural consequences, and even after he was forgiven, 
David reaped what he had sown. His son from the illicit union with another man's wife was taken from him (2 
Samuel 12:14-24) and David suffered the misery of a break in his loving relationship with his heavenly Father 
(Psalms 32 and 51). How much better to avoid sin in the first place, rather than having to seek forgiveness 
later! 
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3/5/2018 Book of 1 Kings - Printer Friendly 

 
  

Question: "Book of 1 Kings" 
  

Answer: Author: The Book of 1 Kings does not specifically name its author. The tradition is that it was written by 
the Prophet Jeremiah. 

  

Date of Writing: The Book of 1 Kings was likely written between 560 and 540 B.C. 
  

Purpose of Writing: This book is the sequel to 1 and 2 Samuel and begins by tracing Solomon's rise to kingship 
after the death of David."The story begins with a united kingdom, but ends in a nation divided into 2 kingdoms, 
known as Judah and Israel."1 and 2 Kings are combined into one book in the Hebrew Bible. 

  

Key Verses: 1 Kings 1:30, "I will surely carry out today what I swore to you by the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place." 

  

1 Kings 9:3, "The LORD said to him: 'I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I have 
consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
always be there.'" 

  

1 Kings 12:16, "When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king: 'What share 
do we have in David, what part in Jesse's son? To your tents, O Israel! Look after your own house, O David!'" 

  

1 Kings 12:28, "After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, 'It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.'" 

  

1 Kings 17:1, "Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, 'As the LORD, the God of 
Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.'" 

  

Brief Summary: The book of 1 Kings starts with Solomon and ends with Elijah. The difference between the two 
gives you an idea as to what lies between. Solomon was born after a palace scandal between David and 
Bathsheba. Like his father, he had a weakness for women that would bring him down. Solomon did well at first, 
praying for wisdom and building a temple to God that took seven years to construct. But then he spent thirteen 
years building a palace for himself. His accumulation of many wives led him to worship their idols and away 
from God. After Solomon’s death, Israel was ruled by a series of kings, most of whom were evil and idolatrous. 
The nation fell further away from God, and even the preaching of Elijah could not bring them back. Among the 
most evil kings were Ahab and his queen, Jezebel, who brought the worship of Baal to new heights in Israel. 
Elijah tried to turn the Israelites back to the worship of Yahweh, challenging the idolatrous priests of Baal to a 
showdown with God on Mount Carmel. Of course, God won. This made Queen Jezebel angry (to say the least). 
She ordered Elijah’s death, so he ran away and hid in the wilderness. Depressed and exhausted, he said, “Let 
me die.” But God sent food and encouragement to the prophet and whispered to him in a 
“quiet gentle sound” and in the process saved his life for further work. 

  

Foreshadowings: The Temple in Jerusalem, where God's Spirit would dwell in the Holy of Holies, foreshadows 
believers in Christ in whom the Holy Spirit resides from the moment of our salvation. Just as the Israelites were 
to forsake idolatry, so are we to put away anything that separates us from God. 

https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Book-of-1-Kings-PF.html 

https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Book-of-1-Kings-PF.html


22 
 

We are His people, the very temple of the living God. Second Corinthians 6:16 tells us, "What agreement is 
there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live 
with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."" 

  

Elijah the prophet was for forerunner of Christ and the Apostles of the New Testament. God enabled Elijah to do 
miraculous things in order to prove that he was truly a man of God. He raised from the dead the son of the 
widow of Zarephath, causing her to exclaim, ""Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 
LORD from your mouth is the truth." In the same way, men of God who spoke His words through His power are 
evident in the New Testament. Not only did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead, but He also raised the son of 
the widow of Nain (Luke 7:14-15) and Jairus" daughter (Luke 8:52-56). The Apostle Peter raised Dorcas (Acts 
9:40) and Paul raised Eutychus (Acts 
20:9-12). 

  

Practical Application: The Book of 1 Kings has many lessons for believers. We see a warning about the 
company we keep, and especially in regard to close associations and marriage. The kings of Israel who, like 
Solomon, married foreign women exposed themselves and the people they ruled to evil. As believers in Christ, 
we must be very careful about whom we choose as friends, business associates, and spouses. "Do not be 
misled: Bad company corrupts good character" (1 Corinthians 15:33).  

  

Elijah's experience in the wilderness also teaches a valuable lesson. After his incredible victory over the 450 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, his joy turned to sorrow when he was pursued by Jezebel and fled for his 
life. Such "mountaintop" experiences are often followed by a letdown and the depression and discouragement 
that can follow. We have to be on guard for this type of experience in the Christian life. But our God is faithful 
and will never leave or forsake us. The quiet, gentle sound that encouraged Elijah will encourage us. 
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