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	      11:00 a.m.
	                    January 1, 2017

	Rev. Charles Cherry, Guest Minister
First Sunday After Christmas Day

	

	GATHERING

	

	Prelude:                                               Ms. Candice Simons, Musician

	

	*Call to Worship:
	      Rev. Charles Cherry

	Minister:
	God leads us into worship to strengthen our spirits.

	People:
	God leads us into service that will offer peace and hope to others.

	Minister:
	Come, let us worship God!

	

	*Morning Prayer:   
	Cleveland Smith, Jr.

	

	***

	*Opening Hymn:                                  

	AAHH #199 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

	 

	*Affirmation of Faith:                                
	The Apostles’ Creed       

	Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

	

	*The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

	*Doxology:

BPH #592 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

	

	Prayer of Confession: 

	Minister:
	Let us confess our sins as we pray:

	(Unison) Patient Lord, we know that you call us to service, but we often feel inadequate. We love to make excuses for not doing something or for doing something only half-heartedly. Remind us again of your loving and guiding presence. Forgive us when we stumble and falter. Turn us again to you, serving joyfully and confidently. In Jesus Name, we pray. Amen.

	

	Assurance of Pardon:
	Minister

	Beloved Ones, you are the salty people – those who bring flavor to living! Your spirit of love and confidence gives hope to others. Remember, the Lord always with you. 

	

	People:
	Thanks be to God! Amen.

	

	Welcome, Introduction and Announcements

	

	***

	Hymn of Preparation:

	AAHH #197 Joy to the World

	

	THE WORD

	

	Prayer for Illumination:                               Elder Andrenna Smith

	God of Courage, be in our speaking. Be also in our listening, and speak to our souls’ deep understanding. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

	

	Scripture Lesson:                                                     Esther 4:12-17               

	12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. 

	

	Choral Response:  

	RH 550 “Write These Words in our hearts, we beseech thee O Lord.”

	

	***

	Special Selection                                    

	

	Sermon:                          “Courage Under Fire”                                      

	

	RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

	

	*Invitational Hymn:                              

	AAHH #391 “I Will Trust in the Lord”

	

	Giving of our Tithes and Benevolent Offering

	

	*Offertory Prayer and Response

	         BPH#428 “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (verses 1 & 5)

	

	GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD

	

	*Closing Hymn:

	AAHH#404 “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand”

	

	*Charge and Benediction

	

	*Congregational Response: “Threefold Amen”

	

	Closing Selection                                                                      Musician                                              

	

	Postlude

	The Worship Ends…The Service Begins

	*Please Stand                                                                                ***Ushers May Seat Worshippers

	Announcements

	Welcome Visitors:  It is a joy to have you worship with us on this Lord’s Day.  We pray that you will find God’s presence and love among us.  Please come and worship with us again.

***************

Congratulations – The Ladson Family congratulates Cleveland Smith, Jr. for his acceptance of a three semester engineering Co-Op assignment with SCE&G through Clemson University. 

Church Bulletins – A copy of each Sunday bulletin can be found on the church’s webpage at www.ladsonpres.org. Share a copy with your family and friends.
Prayer – Continue to keep our members and friends in prayer.
General Announcements

· Session Committee Moderators should submit Annual Reports to the Clerk of Session by January 1st. 
· We will have a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 8th to hear report of Nominating Committee and to elect officers 
· Holy Communion will be observed on Sunday, January 8th during the 11:00 am service.

· The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on Sunday, January 8, 2016 during the 11:00 am service
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