
As we come to December, we mark a 

month of beginnings and endings. For 

most of us, it means we are counting 

down to the end of another calendar 

year, looking forward to a holiday break, 

and time with family and friends. This 

month also marks the beginning of 

another Christian year with the season 

of Advent. As we prepare for Christ’s coming again, we are mindful of how his

life began and ours as well.

With the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, we will explore how it was that the

beginnings of the first Christmas came so unexpectedly to so many: Zechariah,

Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds too. In each story, an angel of God

came with the glorious good news of Jesus’ birth. Through each encounter,

not only were they participants in the story of Christmas, but also invited to a

deeper walk with God.

I pray that as we hear again these beloved and familiar stories, we will find

ourselves in the story of God’s redemption and grace.
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WORSHIP & SERMON
THEMES:

December 5th

       “Elizabeth: The Promises God
Keeps”

   Luke 1:57-66       

December 12th

        “Mary: Joy in the Mourning”

Luke 1:26-38
 

 December 19th

"Joseph: What a Man's Got to Do"

Matthew 1:18-25

December 24th

“The Shepherds: The Wait is Over!”
Luke 2:1-10
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This year we will host one Christmas Eve
service at 7:00 p.m. which will offer live-

stream and in-person options for you to
join us. As in years past, this service is
always a rich and meaningful time of
celebrating together with carols, candle
lighting, the story of Christmas! We look
forward to having you with us!

December 26th

“Simeon and Anna: It was Worth
the Wait!"                            

Luke 2:25-38



From the Worship Team
CONTRIBUTED BY CHERYL FEY

As we near the end of this year, I look back and consider where we’ve

been and what is in the future. The past two years have been a

challenge for us all and it was particularly difficult for the Worship

Team to grapple with the balance of when to offer only virtual services,

when to bring back in-person worship and with what precautions. I am

indebted to this team which will continue to monitor conditions as we

work to get completely “back to normal” in worship and with group

meetings. It is vital for us to gather, to be of one spirit and to support

each other as we worship our Lord through the scriptures, through

music, through hearing the message and through corporate prayer. It is

a time when the Holy Spirit moves through our people, giving us power

and strength to go through each week and to feel the love as we reach

out to others in our community.  

The advent season has begun as we celebrate the coming celebration

of the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. The church has been

decorated (thanks to those who helped with this) and we savor the

lighting of the Advent candles each Sunday as we look forward to our

special Christmas Eve service on December 24 at 7:00 PM in the

sanctuary. Thanks to those who have ordered the poinsettias that will

adorn our sanctuary that evening in honor and in memory of loved

ones. There are still a few poinsettias available for purchase. Just let

Trista in the office know if you are interested.

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Worship Chair for

the last few years as I pass the baton on to a new chair. I have enjoyed

working with this Worship Team and thank each and everyone for

being so willing to give of your time and talents to make our services

special. May God continue to bless our church as we gather to worship

Him. 

Blessings for a wonderful Advent Season,

Cheryl Fey
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The Trustees would like to

remind you that is is

necessary to check with

the office before using

any of the rooms for your

committee/group activities

so that we don't have any

conflicts with scheduling. 

 

Also, out of common

courtesy, please return

the room to the same

condition it was in when

you first arrived (tables,

chairs, etc.). Please make

sure any trash with food

scraps is taken to the

dumpster, check restrooms

for cleanliness and

running water, and make

sure all lights are turned

off and doors are locked

when you leave the

building. 

 

Thanks for helping take

care of our church

property!

 

Dana Hoisington

&

Jim Anderson

 

FROM THE TRUSTEES



A Note from the Prayer Ministry
contributed by Kristy Schooler

"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been

born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord." - Luke 2:10-11 NIV
 

I love celebrating Christmas! What a blessing to be able to rejoice at the

birth of my Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ! No matter how old I get, the

anticipation and preparation of this special day each year makes me feel

like a child again. I get involved in decorating my house. I enjoy being

creative and love the traditions and excitement of this very special day. I

bake cookies my family likes. I listen to all the beautiful Christmas music

throughout the month. I read and re-read the gospel story of Jesus'

coming. I eagerly plan and count down the days till I can join with family

and friends in celebration. It is so enjoyable gathering with them both in

worship and in our homes. (AND I get quite tickled if I think of the

"perfect" gift for one I love.)

Why do we too often only allow ourselves the opportunity to celebrate

Jesus on Christmas and Easter? Each day can and should be a holiday

celebrating all Jesus is and has done for us if we just allow ourselves to

view things that way. In 2022 I plan to think of each day as a holiday to

celebrate all Jesus means to me. I hope you will, too.

God bless you. And may you all know Christ as Immanuel, God with us,

this Christmas season. May you all have wonderful celebrations with

those you love. And may His Spirit fill you with love, peace, hope, and

joy.

                                         Keep praying and praising,

                                                    Kristy Schooler
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 Thank you for the many
prayers, cards, and phone
calls during Jim's cancer

treatments as well as after
his passing.

 
Thanks, 

Bonita, Randy, and Tonya
McCall

A WORD OF
THANKS!

 To My Church Family &
Friends, 

 
Thank you for the food,
cards, messages, calls,
prayers and get well

wishes during my
recent hip replacement.

I am "on track" with
recovery and will

hopefully see you soon. 
 

-Louise Smith



Instant Pudding
Jello 
Canned 
Frosting 
Boxed Stuffing

"This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it."
Psalm 118:24

 
We are now celebrating the joyous season of the birth of the Christ
child. 

It is the season of giving, especially to those who are in need. Thank
you to our Church for the generous contributions to the Food Pantry
this year in helping our local community. The pantry will be giving out
Christmas baskets on December 18. If you are, or know of anyone, in
need of a basket; the application may be picked up at and returned
to the pantry by December 10.

Special needs this month are: 

Thank you and have a very Merry Christmas.
-Leslie Martens
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***

Contributed by Leslie Martens

If  you would l ike to

purchase altar

flowers for the

2022 calendar year,

please call  or email

the church office to

see if  your date is

available.  Altar

Flowers are $15.  

 (740)862-4343    

office@christum-

baltimore.com

ALTAR
FLOWERS

Joe Farmer’s sisters will be joining his adult Sunday School
class on December 5th as special guest speakers. They will talk
about their mother, who was a POW during WWII. Sunday
School begins at 8:45am. All are invited to come listen.

Special Sunday School Service

Calling All Third and
Fourth Graders!  If you are
in third or fourth grades,
our Church family would
like to celebrate you in our
learning about Jesus with
a new Bible! You will be
recognized with your new
Bible in worship on
Sunday, December 12th.
Parents, please notify the
church office of your
child’s name so that we
can be sure we have
enough Bibles for this
special recognition!

Bibles 



“Living out Christ’s love by responding to our neighbors’ needs.”
 

Good Neighbors in the Village keeps its ears on, so when we began to hear some folks ask around for a grief support
group, we wondered whether that was something we could help with. To be more accurate, an alert person at one of
our partner churches told us we should do it. After confirming that no other groups of this kind are available in the
Village, we moved forward. As it “happened” (wink, wink), Trinity United Church of Christ interim pastor Joanna
Samuelson is trained in this area, has experience facilitating bereavement groups, and was eager to be involved. The
first “We Meet …” gathering for those who are coping with the lingering emotional fallout that follows loss was held
November 10. The group decided to have regular meetings from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at Trinity (corner of West Market and High streets in Baltimore), which has a generous parking lot, a ramp and
an elevator. If a pall has settled over you from the loss of a person, a marriage, a job, a pet, or something else that
matters in your life, join us. The loss could be recent, identifiable, cumulative, amorphous, or ancient. If it impedes your
ability to experience joy in the present, this group might help guide you to a better path. And at the very least, you will
have company on this unavoidable journey.

Our other programs continue apace, thanks to regular support from our partners and the gift of time from many
volunteers.

Here is a summary of our list of current “asks” from our partners:

•Volunteer with our After School Program (we serve children every day school is in session), our ramp building team
(swings hammers as needed), or the Community Lunch Program (Wednesdays). To register your interest, leave a
message for Good Neighbors with Trista at 740-862-4343, or text me at the number below.
• Spread the word about our programs.
•Join our Board of Servants, which is eager to nurture newcomers as we respond to unmet needs.
•Contribute directly to Good Neighbors (℅ CUMC, 700 S. Main St., Baltimore OH 43105) or through the Fairfield
County Foundation’s 32-hour Give on Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. Good Neighbors in the Village also is a Kroger Community
Rewards participant and a listed charity with Amazon Smile, so you can designate GNIV to receive a small fraction of
your purchases. It adds up.
•Provide us with the names and addresses of shut-ins who would enjoy a porch visit from GNIV Christmas carolers on
December 12. If you are a singer, join us. We will meet under the portico outside the Christ United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall at 3 p.m. and disperse from there. Dress for the season; sleigh bells welcome.

 
Holly Harman Fackler, chair
hjh409@gmail.com, 419-564-0964
www.facebook.com/GoodNeighborsintheVillage
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Contributed by Holly Harman Fackler

Marching Right Along

mailto:hjh409@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/GoodNeighborsintheVillage


The 2021 gardening season is over and the church flower beds have been
cleaned for the winter. A heartfelt thank you to the gardeners for their work
again this year. A special thank you to Denise Vandermark, Frank Anderson
and Bernie Anderson who have volunteered in the flower bed along the Family
Life Center for several years and are stepping away next season. 

All the flower beds are adopted by individuals who plant, garden, water, and
care for the plants on their own schedule. Some of us are early birds and like
to be in the gardens early. Some wait for the shade from the main building to
cool the garden and evening is a better time. Sometimes we add a few
minutes before or after other activities at the church to check on our garden. 

If you have an interest in assisting with this ministry, please discuss with
Louise Smith at (740)862-6018.
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Contributed by Louise Smith

The Master's Gardeners

The Good Timers thanks everyone who donated pies and
volunteered for the November 6th Fairfield County Antique Tractor
Club Dinner. They had 100 reservations. After expenses were paid,
the profit was $1,045.79. Ninety percent of the profit, $941.21, will go
towards the FLC mortgage principal and ten percent, $104.58, to
regular funds for the use of the facility. Since we organized in 2011,
$96,531 has been applied to the mortgage principal. We thank the
church for supporting our fundraising efforts and are looking forward
to 2022. 

-The Good Timers
Melissa Bader, Cookie Freisner, Dana Hoisington, 
Tim Lawlis, Zale & Susan Maxwell, Louise Smith

The Good Timers
Contributed by Louise Smith

***

On Sunday,
November 21st,
Christ UMC was
proud to
welcome our
newest
members who
were part of
this year's
confirmation
class.  

Joining our
membership
are Emma
Coakley,
Audrey Farmer,
and Samantha
Jewell,  who
each completed
our 12-week
study with
Pastor Steve. 

Congratulations
to each of them
for this
important
milestone in
their faith
journey!



It is hard to believe, but we are in the planning stages of our 2022 work camp
experience with Jackson Area Ministries. We recently had our Fall board meeting in
Jackson, Ohio and everything is moving ahead to have a full schedule of volunteer
churches this summer!

We have scheduled our dates, which will be June 12 thru June 17th. We would love to
have more youth and adults join us, for all or part of the week. We continue to thank
you for your continued financial and prayerful support.

Jackson Area Ministries has a variety of outreach opportunities, including their Spring
seed program, which provides the opportunity for their rural community to create
personal gardens as well as community gardens.

There is posted, on the hall bulletin board, the monthly newsletter from JAM, and I will
continue to post upcoming newsletters.

We continue to work with the family of Vincent Kern, from Ironton, who was involved in
a vehicle accident that left him a quadriplegic…we are still working to improve their
shower and bathroom situation with new fixtures, but it has been a rough year for his
family. His recovery is slow and is complicated by continuous visits to hospitals in the
Columbus area for treatments and extended stays. Please continue to pray for this
family during this time.

Finally, our plan is to contact the staff of Mt Zion church, which was struck by arson,
and offer our assistance in reconstruction efforts. Because, of investigations, and
insurance issues, we are not sure what our role could be, but we hope to put a group
together of youth and adults, at a later date to help where needed.

God has blessed each of us and our congregation abundantly…please pray that we
continue to be good stewards of His blessings, as we strive take the love of God to a
needy and struggling world!

Blessings
Waid Radford
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Contributed by Waid Radford

Work Camp Ministries

Finance Committee
Worship Committee
Staff-Parish
Relations
Discipleship

Our Nominations
Committee is seeking
will ing individuals to
serve as chairpersons
for the coming year in
the following areas:

If you are interested
in learning more about
these positions,
please see Pastor
Steve, or contact Rob
Sayre, Church Council
Chairperson for 2022. 

All positions begin on
January 1 ,  2022.

Our Staff-Parish Relations
Committee is looking for
a new church treasurer.
Darla Reedy will be
stepping down as of
December 31st. If you, or
someone you know,
might be interested in the
position, please contact
Joe Farmer, SPRC Chair,
or Pastor Steve for more
details.

Job Opening

Lay Leadership



Monday: Hat/Silly Headband Day - wear your favorite hat, a
Santa hat, reindeer antlers, elf ears, or any silly headband!

Tuesday: Red or Green Day -  wear something with red or
green or something festive!

Wednesday: Silly Socks Day - Wear your silliest or
mismatched socks!

Thursday: PJ Day - wear your pajamas to school!

Dates to remember:

VIP Lunch: December 9th 11:00am to 1:00pm

Winter Break: December 17th, 2021 to January 2nd, 2022
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PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGSPRESCHOOL HAPPENINGSPRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Spirit Week - December 13th-16thSpirit Week - December 13th-16thSpirit Week - December 13th-16th

Preschool Christmas ProgramPreschool Christmas ProgramPreschool Christmas Program
Performance times for each room

are listed as follows:
 

Yellow Room - 6:00 pm
Blue Room - 6:30 pm
Pink Room - 7:00 pm

 
Performance will take place in the

Sanctuary 

I am receiving quite a few
"failure to send" notices
when emailing
announcements/newsletters
lately. If you are not
receiving information by
email and you should be,
please send me an email
with updated information so
that I can correct this error. 

Thank you!

A Word from the
Office

Please watch for the Caring
Tree in the Sanctuary with

special ornaments. The
ornaments will 

have gift suggestions for
needy children in the Liberty

Union School District. For
more information and a list of

gifts needed please follow
the link below or visit the

church website and click on
'Caring Tree' under 'Quick

Links.'
 

http://www.christum-
baltimore.com/ministries/cari

ng-tree.html

Caring Tree

http://www.christum-baltimore.com/ministries/caring-tree.html
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Attendance Update
CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH

Financial Update
CONTRIBUTED BY DARLA REEDY

01 .  Tr is ta  Hutchinson
02.  Karen Duggan
03.  Quent in Clum
04.Darbi  Lee Ulr ich
06.  Judy Ridenour
     Andrew Slyh
07.  Kiera Fey
     Dave Fey
     J i l l  S tump
09.  Chris  Spencer
10 .  Sadie Moore
12 .  Car la  Huntwork
     Bob Wi l l iams
13 .  Benjamin Pet ty
15 .  Jerry McCreery
16 .  Trudy Keck
     Jane Tewel l
17 .  Cla i re Anderson
     Audrey Anderson
18 .  Jane Farmer
     Kr is ty  Schooler
19 .  Keegan Lodge
20.  John Kirwin
     L isa Motsch
22 .  Emma Helsel
26 .  Dave Martens
     Louise Smith
29 .  Barret t  Lawl is
30 .  Greg Alderdice
     Jacob Fr iesner
31 .  Amy Harman

04.  Je f f  & Renee S lyh
18 .  Mike & Mel issa Bader
20.  Don & Val l ie  Prorok
27 .  R ichard & Becky   
       B lackstone
     Dana & Glenna  
       Hois ington

Birthdays!

Anniversaries!

Worship Attendance                            October 2021

     In-Person Worship                                              307                   

Facebook Live-Stream                                        116

YouTube Live-Stream                                          131

Total                                                                      554

Sunday School Attendance                                 154

 2021 Report                     October                    Year-to-Date                                                         

 Operating income        $22,125                   $253,484                                                         
 Operating Expenses    $35,517                   $286,360                                                        

 Sunday School                  $114                            $525                                                       

 Coins for Missions              $22                            $170                                                         

 Mortgage Balance                        $803,848                                                         *If you would like a picture included
in the birthday and/or anniversary
slides during service, please send a
copy to office@christum-
baltimore.com. 
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Christ United Methodist Church December  2021 Events

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26

Community
Lunch 10-1

(FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Canal Strings
6pm (FH)

No 
Preschool 

Baltimore
Senior Citizens
10:30a-1p (FH)

 Sun       Mon     Tue        Wed    Thur       Fri        Sat        

27 28

No 
Preschool 

Christmas
Eve Service

7:00pm

29 30 31

Canal Strings
6pm (FH)

Preschool
VIP Lunch

(FH) 11am-
1pm

Good
Neighbors

Caroling 3pm

Preschool
Christmas

Program (S)
6:00pm

Last Day for
Preschool before
Christmas Break

No 
Preschool No 

Preschool

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

New Years
Eve

Breakfast
with Santa

8:30a-11:30a
(FLC)

    Community   
       Dinner 
   4:30p-6:30p

(FLC)

Reminder:

The FLC is in use Mon.
through Thurs. evenings
throughout the week.  If
you're needing to use the
FLC, please check with
the office first. 

FLC in use
11a-3p

FH in use
11a-4p

FLC in use
12p-8p

FH in use
11a-8p

FH in use ALL
DAY FH in use ALL

DAY

O Holy NightO Holy Night

Merry

 Christ
mas!





We Meet ... is a time and a space for those of us who have 

experienced loss and its lingering heaviness and sorrow. 

 

Join us and Joanna Samuelson, a seasoned bereavement group 

facilitator and pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ.

 

First and third Wednesdays 

3 to 4:30 p.m

Trinity UCC* 

105 North High Street

Baltimore, OH

 

We will meet on this date to begin a place and time for

our gatherings!

(Masks are encouraged)

 

*ramp and elevator access  *parking lot adjacent to the

church 

*masks encouraged for everyone’s safety 

 

Questions? Call Trinity UCC, 740-862-4222
 

 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Good Neighbors in the Village, 

a non-profit group serving Baltimore/Thurston 

area residents. 

 

Living out Christ’s love by responding to our 

neighbors’ needs.



THIS PAGE LEFT
BLANK
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Rev. Steve Rath - pastor@christum-baltimore.com - (740) 575-6190
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Darla Reedy - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - Linda Frommeyer - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and fo l low
Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe  disc ip leship ,
and with the wor ld through
mission.  

Chris t  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


