
It is no coincidence that the Christmas season comes during the darkest portion

of our year, when the days are at their shortest and the nights grow longer and

until just before the coming of the Christ Child. I will also tell you that I am not a

big fan of it growing dark as early as it does. Darkness seems to make things

more difficult – driving, seeing what lies before us or lurks behind. Sometimes,

looking at the night sky, it appears later than it truly is. (It feels like 10:00 p.m.

when it barely after 6:00...) We can grow weary, sluggish and sleepy….

Yet, there is also a gift in the darkness too: we can appreciate the light even

more. Have you noticed now much brighter the moon or stars are this time of

year? Even beyond the shadows the light and darkness create, the light before

us guides our path, and little by little, the light lengthens a bit more each day. 

As January begins, we begin with the 

celebration of Epiphany – a season of light. 

We’ll begin reminded of the journey of the 

Magi in search of the Christ Child, and yet 

we’ll begin a journey of our own through the 

Gospels to see how the One who would call 

himself the “light of the world” was precisely 

that.

The person and message of Jesus would 

reach far beyond Bethlehem and the those 

who met there. The light that shone over the stable reached far beyond that

night to people and places whose hearts and minds were open to its revealing.  

Now as we begin our journey beyond Christmas, we are invited to recognize the

mercy of God in the everyday stuff. With open hearts and expectant outlooks,

we can have epiphany moments any day that we might see God anew and

afresh for our hearts and lives. It’s amazing what a bit of light can do!

 

 

 

“A Light Shining in the Darkness”
 CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH
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WORSHIP & SERMON
THEMES:

January 2

     “When the Light Dawns”

Matthew 2:1-12

January 9

      “Saved to Serve the World”

       Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
 

 

 

 

January 16

“The Illumination of New Wine”

John 2:1-11

January 23

“A Mission of Mercy”

Luke 4:14-21
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January 30

“When Your Message Gets
Misunderstood”        

Luke 4:21-30
 



Never to speak evil of anyone, except I have some particular good purpose for doing so.
To maintain the wisest and healthiest practices in my eating and drinking.
Never to allow any pleasure or grief, joy or sorrow, nor any affection at all, nor any degree of
affection, nor any circumstance, but what advances the gospel.

 
With the coming of 2017, lots of folks will certainly making resolutions or promises toward some
aspect to better their lives: get in better shape, spend to a budget, read the Bible daily, or any
number of ways we think could improve our lives. Are you one of them?

I am also doing some personal goal setting for the year ahead. 
Statistics show that 97% of folks who set goals don’t achieve 
them for one common reason – they aren’t written down and 
reviewed. It’s the adage that “out of sight, out of mind” has some 
truth to it. The 3% of those who do write down and review goals 
truly achieve them.

Some years ago, a famous preacher named Jonathan Edwards, wrote down 70 goals for the
year ahead in his pursuit of a better and deeper relationship with God. Each week he’d assess
his progress in these ways. (I dare say that he was perhaps a bit on the overly optimistic side,
but one has to be impressed with his dedication at least.) Among Edwards’ ideals were these:

                                                                       In all the promises we make to ourselves, there are also                  
                                                                       some promises that God makes to us that never change.  
                                                                       They are given us again and again in His Word to us. They 
                                                                       are the same no matter the year because they are the very 
                                                                       essence of who God is. As we begin the New Year, may 
                                                                       God’s faithfulness, love, mercy, and grace be yours in 
                                                                       overflowing abundance for this year and all the days which   
                                                                       it holds.

             Yours for a blessed 2022!

    Pastor Steve
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New Year, Same Promises?
 
 

CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH



God is the Author of New Things!
contributed by Kristy Schooler

"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in

the wasteland.   -Isaiah 43: 19
 

Through the years I've made many new year's resolutions, some very

personal, some very ambitious, worthy goals. Some succeeded, but

many more failed quickly. 

I've learned something quite important, I think. Often, I worked very

hard on these resolutions, struggling against very strong winds. 

"Whatever we create in our own strength, we sustain in our own

strength." Ever hear that expression? It's true. Most of us aren't all that

strong in ourselves.

The Bible is full of ordinary men and women who accomplished

amazing acts in formidable circumstances. But they were God-given

goals, achievable because God was in them and for them. That is the

secret, my brothers and sisters. Are our goals, God's goals? If they are,

He will be in them and He will strengthen us so we can complete

them.

What is God doing now? We can align ourselves with Him and then

behold with wonder what He does. Jesus makes all things new and

His resolutions never fail. Happy NEW Year!

                        Keep praying and praising,

        Kristy Schooler
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“Pastor Steve and Tricia
would like to thank
everyone for their

cards, gifts and prayers
during Christmas. We
appreciate you. God

Bless.”

The church staff would
like to thank you all for
the gracious Christmas

gift you blessed each
one of us with! We

appreciate each and
everyone of you!

Thank you for use of the
church facility for
mom's funeral, the

thoughts and prayers...
and meal. Pastor - thank
you for all of your work,

prayers, service, and
piano playing. You are all
loved and appreciated. 

 
-Jeff & Renee Slyh, Keith &

Wesley Smith

Thank You's!



Instant Potatoes
Paper Products (Paper
Towels, Toilet Paper etc.)

"The generous person will prosper,
whoever refreshes others will

himself be refreshed." - Proverbs
11:25

 
Another year is upon us. Let's
pray 2022 will bring change
for the better and peace for
all.
Ruth Crutcher, from the
Baltimore Food Pantry,
wanted to thank everyone for
their generosity this past
year. Every donation was very
much appreciated. 
During the holidays they were
able to provide 43
Thanksgiving Gift Baskets and
84 Christmas Gift Boxes to
those in need. This is in
addition to the weekly
support given.

Needed items this month are: 

Thank you for your continuing
support.

Leslie Martens 
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Contributed by Leslie Martens
CONTRIBUTED BY GAYLE MCCREERY

The 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month folks will

gather at Trinity UCC at 3PM in conversation around

experiences of loss and the processes of grieving loss.

It may be any such loss that persists in our lives whether

decades ago or in recent days.It may be that finding a path

through the tangle of grief seems out of reach. Support in

the grief process and guided conversation will be provided

at WE MEET with Pastor Joanna Samuelson of Trinity UCC

at the helm.

Pastor Samuelson comes to Baltimore’s Trinity with a

career in Social Work and as a Bereavement Counselor for

hospice prior to her call into ministry.Good Neighbors in

the Village, Inc. is very pleased to partner with Trinity

Church in this outreach to our neighbors who are living

with the burden of loss of loved ones or loss in life

circumstance.

Trinity UCC is located in Baltimore at the corner of Route

256 and High Street.There is ample parking in a lot

adjacent to the church. Ramp and elevator access to the

facility is available.

We recommend that interested parties call Trinity Church

at (740) 862-4222 with your interest,  any questions you

may have and to inform you of upcoming  meeting

dates/times.
 

 

We Meet



We think we are ready for winter. Parking lot snow markers have
been in place and our plowing and salting company is ready. Salt
bins and shovels are available at the Office entrance, Fellowship Hall
door and inside the welcome area of the Family Life Center.

Batteries have been replaced in all Emergency Lighting of the FLC
and all the alarm panels.

The broken toilet in the Women’s restroom of the FLC has been
repaired and new commercial faucets have been on order for the
Men’s restroom of the main church building and will be installed
when they show up.

Our roofing contractor helped identify a leak above the Pink Room
which has been fixed and hopefully will make it through the rest of
the winter. We asked for estimates for roof replacement over the
Fellowship Hall and Education Wing because we have so many
problems every year from about now until spring. A standing seam
metal roof to match the color of the Sanctuary is about $105,000. A
50 year Owens Corning shingle roof would be about $64,000
without unknown repairs being made after the shingles are torn off.
We will investigate further in the coming months and with
Administrative Council approval we may ask for help from the
Congregation in the way of a Campaign to raise funds for a new roof.
We would like to pass along a roof to the next generation that
doesn’t have an inferior quality and installation that this one has
had. We can provide several pictures of repaired areas that are in
more than one location.

When you are in one of the buildings for an event or committee
meeting please have the person in charge make a walk thru to insure
all lights in the rooms and restrooms are turned out before you leave
and take all food scraps to the dumpster.

Thank you,

Dana Hoisington and Jim Anderson
Trustees Co-chairs
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Contributed by Dana Hoisington & Jim Anderson

A Word from Our Trustees Lay
Leadership/
Nominations
Committee

is continuing it
work discerning
officers and
committee leaders
for 2022. There are
openings for a
Worship
Chairperson and
Chair for the
Finance
Committee. Please
contact Pastor
Steve or our new
Council Chair , Rob
Sayre, to find out
more information
if you have an
interest in either
of these
opportunities.

Installation of
2022 Church
Officers wil l
happen as part of
our worship
service on
January 16th. If
you are a part of
a church
leadership team
or group, please
plan to attend
that service so
that we might
pray for one
another in our
leadership this
year.



ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Admin. Council Chair                 Rob Sayre
Lay Member/Annual Conf.       Rob Sayre
Lay Leader(s)                                Waid Radford & Joe Farmer
Congreg. Care                               ___________________________
Adult Discipleship                       Gayle McCreery
College Connection                      Sheila Burns
Youth Director                               Scott & Amy Helsel
Finance Chair                                ____________________________
Treasurer                                        Amy Helsel
Historian                                        _____________________________
Outreach/Mission Chair           Gayle McCreery
Prayer Coordinator                     Kristy Schooler
Safety Chair                                   Dwayne Miller
Stewardship Chair                      Tim Lawlis
SPRC Chair                                     Dianne Miller
Trustees Chairs                            Dana Hoisington & Jim Anderson
Worship Chair                              ________________________________
Pastor                                              Pastor Steve Rath
At-Large Members                      _______________________________
CONGREGATIONAL CARE      (Co-Chairs: _______________________)
Dare to Care                                   Bonnie Simpson & Kristy Schooler
Funeral Meals                                _________________, Leslie Martens
Membership                                   Ken Warling & Dottie Harman
Men's Group                                   Tim Lawlis & Dana Hoisington
Rebekah Circle                               (To be elected)
Shut-in Meals                                 Betty Jo Merle & Bernie Anderson
Radical Hospitality                        Lisa Motsch & Melissa Bader

DISCIPLESHIP                                 (Chair: ___________________________)
Children's Ministries
       Children's Choir                         Sheila Burns
        Puppets                                         Don Burns
        VBS Coordinator                        ___________________________________
Youth Ministries                             Scott & Amy Helsel
College Connection                        Sheila Burns
Young Adult Ministries                 ____________________________________
Adult Discipleship                          Gayle McCreery
       Sunday School Sec'y                 ____________________________________
FINANCE                                            (Chair:_____________________________) 
Treasurer                                             Amy Helsel
Lay Leaders                                        Waid Radford & Joe Farmer
Lay Member/Annl. Conf.               Rob Sayre
Admin Council Chair                      Rob Sayre
SPRC Representative                      Dianne Miller
Trustees Rep.                                    Dana Hoisington
Financial Secretary                         Louise Smith
Stewardship Chair                          Tim Lawlis
At-Large: 2023                                  Susan Maxwell
Counters:                                            Louise Smith, Ken Warling, 
                                                               Bonnie Simpson & Sharon Anderson 
                                                                                                           (assist)

SAFETY(Chair:)
Mardi McCluer, Don Burns, 
Jerry McCreery, J.R. Coakley, Dwayne Miller

STEWARDSHIP (Chair: Tim Lawlis)

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE (Chair: Pastor Steve Rath)
2022                        Nicole Jewell, Cookie Friesner, J.R. Coakley
2023                        Natalie Clum, Leslie Martens
Lay Leader:            Waid Radford or Joe Farmer

OUTREACH & MISSIONS (Chair: Gayle McCreery)
Craft Show                               Melissa Bader & Marsha Smith
Sending Love Over There    Becky Ety, Sharon Gates
Work Camp                              Waid Radford
Blood Drive                               Dana Hoisington
Scout Coordinator                  Zale Maxwell & Robin Johnson
Caring Tree                               Peggy Lawlis
Love Fund                                  Cheri Crist
Open Gym                                  _______________________________
Projects:                                    Mission Trips, Coins for Missions,  
                                                                        Fall Festival 

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS (Chair: Dianne Miller)
Lay Leader                                 Waid Radford &/or Joe Farmer
Lay Member to Ann. Conf.    Rob Sayre
2022                                             Mary Johnson, Dianne Miller
2023                                             Melissa Bader, Don Burns
2024                                             Debbie Miller, Ken Warling

TRUSTEES                     (Chairs: Jim Anderson & Dana Hoisington)
2022                                  Dana Hoisington, Jim Anderson
2023                                  Zale Maxwell, Bob Hunter, Jerry McCreery
2024
Round-to-Its                  Louise Smith

WORSHIP                                   (Chair:____________________________)
Communion Stewards             Natalie Clum
Acolyte Coordinator                 Kim Kilger
Worship Team Members         Don Burns 
                         (plus co-chairs & others listed below)
Pastor                                              Pastor Steve Rath
Technology/Media                      Dwayne Miller
Pianists                                           Julie Ulrich
Youth Director                             Scott & Amy Helsel
Choir Director                              Tim Lawlis (interim)

CHRIST U.M. PRESCHOOL BOARD (Chairperson:_____________)
Preschool Co-Admin                        Linda Frommeyer
Pastor                                                    Pastor Steve Rath
Teacher Rep.                                        To be selected (Preschool appt.)
Parent Rep.                                           To be selected (Preschool appt.)
Admin. Council Chair                       Rob Sayre
Trustees Rep.                                       To be selected (Trustees need to
confirm)
SPRC Rep.                                               Mary Johnson
At-Large Members: 2022                  Carol Sayre
                                       2023                 

2022 Lay Leadership - Christ United Methodist Church Updated: 12/28/2021



Go to our church website and click
on the picture labeled 'Altar Flowers'
for a direct link to our sign up form. 
Stop in the office and jot down your

name on an available spot
Email your dates to

office@christum-baltimore.com

Ways to sign up for altar flowers for
2022:

 

 
*Altar flowers are $15. 
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I am receiving quite a few
"failure to send" notices
when emailing
announcements/newsletters
lately. If you are not
receiving information by
email and you should be,
please send me an email
with updated information so
that I can correct this error. 

Thank you!

A Word from the
Office

Thank you to all that
contributed to the Caring
Tree this year. Our church

contributed gifts to 10
families, which was 19

children for a total of 76
gifts. Thank you again for

your generosity.
 

Thank you to the
congregation for my

Christmas gift. I really
appreciate your

generosity.
 

Peggy
 

Caring Tree

Altar Flowers

If you are tuning in via our
live-stream services on
Sunday, please visit the
church webpage and fill out
a Digital Connect Card. You
can do this by clicking on the
"computer" on the
Homepage. 

Digital Connect Card

https://forms.gle/aHfUPefmGxoJJn5u7
https://forms.gle/Ky2pJodmSBX3wQp78
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Attendance Update
CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH

Financial Update
CONTRIBUTED BY DARLA REEDY

01 .  Lynda Wi l l iams
05.Kevin Craig
13 .  David Brookover
    Za le  Maxwel l
14 .  E l izabeth
Alderdice
16 .  Robin Pul l ins
17 .  Brent ley Raver
18 .  Leanne Davis
     S teve P icket t
20 .  Just in Shreyer
24 .  Thomas Anderson
26.  Samantha Jewel l
29 .  Jared Whit t ington
31 .  Carr ie  Schrader

02 .  Jerry & Susan   
         Osborne
19 .  Michael  & Jeanne 
          Dul in

Birthdays!

Anniversaries!

Worship Attendance                            November 2021

     In-Person Worship                                              336                   

Facebook Live-Stream                                           86

YouTube Live-Stream                                            83

Total                                                                      505

Sunday School Attendance                                 154

 2021 Report                 November                    Year-to-Date                                                         

 Operating income        $23,298                   $276,783                                                        
 Operating Expenses    $33,625                   $319,984                                                        

 Sunday School                  $167                          $934                                                    

 Coins for Missions              $13                            $182                                                         

 Mortgage Balance                        $799,341.79                                                       

*If you would like a picture
included in the birthday
and/or anniversary slides
during service, please send
a copy to office@christum-
baltimore.com. 



Sun        Mon     Tue        Wed      Thur       Fri        Sat      

The Voice of Christ Church P a g e  0 9

Christ United Methodist Church January 2022 Events

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Canal Strings
6pm (FH)

24 25 26 27 28
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Reminder:

The FLC is in use Mon. through Thurs. evenings
throughout the week.  If you're needing to use the
FLC, please check with the office first. 

29

3130

Preschool
resumes

Canal Strings
6pm (FH)

Admin
Council 7pm

(FH)

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day - No
Preschool; office

closed



We Meet ... is a time and a space for those of us who have 

experienced loss and its lingering heaviness and sorrow. 

 

Join us and Joanna Samuelson, a seasoned bereavement group 

facilitator and pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ.

 

First and third Wednesdays 

3 to 4:30 p.m

Trinity UCC* 

105 North High Street

Baltimore, OH

 

We will meet on this date to begin a place and time for

our gatherings!

(Masks are encouraged)

 

*ramp and elevator access  *parking lot adjacent to the

church 

*masks encouraged for everyone’s safety 

 

Questions? Call Trinity UCC, 740-862-4222
 

 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Good Neighbors in the Village, 

a non-profit group serving Baltimore/Thurston 

area residents. 

 

Living out Christ’s love by responding to our 

neighbors’ needs.
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Rev. Steve Rath - pastor@christum-baltimore.com - (740) 575-6190
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Darla Reedy - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - Linda Frommeyer - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and fo l low
Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe  disc ip leship ,
and with the wor ld through
mission.  

Chris t  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


