
Well… here we are in the midst of a long, Ohio winter… But have you noticed that

the days are getting longer? There is something uplifting to the fact that little by

little, in the slow march toward spring, we receive a bit more light from the sun!

I know I’m eager for spring. I have spring fever. It will be good to hear birds

singing in the morning. I’m ready for warmer days and the signs of life that are

sometimes blanketed by winter’s snow. In the back of our hymnal are some of

my favorite words of hope for this season, given to us by composer Natalie

Sleeth. I find them inspiring and they bring new hope to my soul… The “Hymn of

Promise” speaks of our human experience and the journey we share together: 

 

                                                                      “In the bulb there is a flower, in a seed, an 

                                                                      apple tree, in cocoons, a hidden promise: 

                                                                      butterflies will soon be free! In the cold and 

                                                                      snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to 

                                                                      be, unrevealed until its season, something 

                                                                      God alone can see. There’s a song in every 

                                                                      silence, seeking word and melody; there’s a

dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. From the past will come

the future; what it holds a mystery, unrevealed until its season, something God

alone can see. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; in our doubt there

is believing; in our life, eternity. In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.”

Whenever I sing this song or read the words, no matter how cold the day or how

dark the night, I am reminded of the promise that renews our hope and gives us

the joy of life. So, as we enter this time of year, I thought Natalie Sleeth’s song,

“Hymn of Promise” would be good for us… reminding us that even “in the cold

and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its season,

something God alone can see.”

May our days together be filled with hope and promise… and If you particularly

enjoy singing this song, you’ll hear it worship soon!

Beyond Winter’s Shadow
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WORSHIP & SERMON
THEMES:

February 6th

“Called and Chosen” 

Luke 5:1-11
 

 
February 13th    

     “The Upside-Down Kingdom”

      Luke 6:17-26
 

 

 

 
February 20th

“Bridge Builders” 

Luke 6:27-38
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Did you celebrate the second Friday of January? If you find yourself thinking, Wait! Did I miss something? You did… but
hopefully you didn’t. January 14th was “National Quitter’s Day,” – a day which recognizes more resolutions have been
broken since the beginning of the year than any other. All our best efforts and intentions have faded enough, that we resign
ourselves that all our attempts at some form of improving our lives are for naught. 

Maybe you’re finding yourself in a similar place with life as Lucy is in a Peanuts cartoon. She and Charlie Brown are walking
along, and Lucy says: “I hate this year! Everyone said things would be better, but they’re not! I don’t think this is a new year
at all… I think we’ve been stuck with a used year!” Oftentimes, it becomes too easy to walk the road of cynicism once you
begin.

But Christians have a wonderful secret: We already are new, and we can enjoy powerful transformation every day. We have
undergone the most radical transformation possible—we have died and are living a new life! Scripture says we are new
creatures, new creations!

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life (Romans 6:3-4, paraphrased).

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
 behold, the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17, English Standard Version).

Consider that every time we take Communion, we are celebrating how, because of the sacrifice and love of Christ, we are
truly new in the most important ways—no longer slaves to sin, now children of God and co-heirs with Christ, with the
incredible power of the Holy Spirit abiding in us and transforming us. Even as our physical bodies age and slow us down,
even when we grow weary of this broken world that disappoints us, hope and strength are poured into us each day:

Every day, we stand in a river of fresh grace flowing from the cross. Amongst the despair and desperation once felt by the
prophet Jeremiah are these words: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end. They are
new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-24, paraphrased).

                                                           As disciples of Christ, every day is something like the birth of a new year. Every day has that
hope,             
                                                            potential, and promise. Do give up! Don’t quit…. Thanks be to God, we have been changed, and
we 
                                                            can change, and our best days are ahead, and our best days will never end.
                                                                                                             Thanks be to God!

                                                                                               Pastor Steve
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Made New 
Every Morning

CONTRIBUTED BY 
PASTOR STEVE RATH



January 26th, marked one year since my cousin tragically lost his 14-year-old daughter in a car accident. Her brother, who

was driving, hit a patch of black ice and lost control of the vehicle. They were headed home from their mother’s funeral. 

I remember the night well. My mom had called me to let me know the horrific news, and I sat in silence. What do you say

when a life is taken too soon? Words seem meaningless. There are no ‘right words’ to speak when tragedy strikes. Nothing

can compare us for death at any age, whether it’s a sudden death such as this or a sustained illness; it will always catch us

off guard and at times, leave us speechless.

I was up half the night trying to wrap my head around it all. Trying to understand why tragic things happen to good people?

Why is life taken at such a young age? Why, after just a few days of losing their mom, did they have to lose someone else?

Why so much death in one family? 

I remember turning to my Bible and trying to figure out an answer. And I couldn’t find one but a verse kept sticking out to

me, "Weeping may stay overnight but joy comes in the morning.” 

“Okay, God, why this verse? What does that even mean? Does that mean that the pain we feel right now will suddenly

disappear once we get a good night’s rest? In the morning, everything will be okay?" 

No... my child… but rest assured there WILL be a time of joy again.... Even in the midst of your trials, your sorrow won't last
forever. 

Life isn't always beautiful. At some point in our lives, we all face something that completely shakes our world and we don't

understand why it happened. It can come in many forms; a broken relationship, an illness such as cancer, the loss of a job...

and in our case… death... leaving us asking the age-old question of "why?" And we won’t always find an answer. 

Life isn't going to be perfect, comfortable, or free of pain and struggles. Not even for God's most faithful servant... but in the

midst of our pain, uncertainty, and fear... God is always with us. 

At times, it will seem impossible to see the light out of the darkness, but we must trust in the Lord. His plan is not our plan, so

things won't always turn out the way we want them to....but... He will carry us through it... always...

David is a perfect example that life isn't always full of rainbows and butterflies; that sometimes there's an overabundance of

pain and sorrow, that will have us feeling so crushed and defeated by life that we just want to give up and give in. This is

when we, too, just as David, cry out to the Lord in frustration and heartache. 

David experienced quite a bit of heartache, and pain throughout his lifetime, but through it all, he praised the Lord. In times

of trouble, he would cry out to the Lord, and the Lord would answer him... every time... David trusted that God would bring

joy in every situation he faced. David prayed, and God answered, and David gave all the glory to God.  

We, too, can find hope in the promises of God, knowing that in our darkest hours of fear, sorrow, and uncertainty, God is in

control. He has a plan, and that plan is ultimately good. He promises joy in the midst of chaos. 

Our suffering, no matter how long it carries on, will seem infinitely small compared to the glory of eternity! I take comfort in

knowing that Krista is with our Lord and Savior and that one day, my cousin will see her face again. 

Cry out to God, He will answer. The night might seem long, but the sun WILL rise again. 
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Joy in the MorningJoy in the Morning
CONTRIBUTED BY TRISTA HUTCHINSON - OFFICE ADMIN

Weeping  may stay overnight but joy comes in the morning. - Psalm 30:5



"When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers - the moon and the stars
you set in place - what are...human beings that you should care for them?"  -Psalm

8:3-4 NLT
 

Are you surprised to know God loves you? He does! He loves you with all his heart, and he knows

you better than you know yourself. That's because you are his creation, his handiwork, the

expression of his artistic genius. He knows about your struggles and your achievements. He knows

about your secret acts of kindness and your secret sins. He knows what you need and what you

don't need. He knows, and he wants you to know too - both who you are and who he is.

When you look into God's face and see your reflection in his loving eyes, you'll receive strength to

overcome fears and obstacles, discover new ways of thinking, and develop skills to walk in new

and exciting paths, following his wonderful plan for you. In seeking, you will find treasure you

never imagined.

Perhaps you find this devotion difficult to accept, like I did for a long time, because you are

accustomed to thinking of yourself as unlovable or unworthy. When God offers us perfect

unconditional love, we may think there must be more worthy creatures to love, right? After all, he is

majestic and holy - capable of creating the world and everything in it!

God doesn't look at it that way. Maybe you wonder WHY God loves you. Perhaps we're asking the

wrong question. God's nature is love, and he created you for the glorious purpose of expressing

his wonderful, unlimited care for you. Accept it! There is nothing you could ever do to make him

stop loving you.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your splendor

above the heavens! -Psalm 8:1 NASB

My God, thinking about love during February, the month holding Valentine's Day, thank you so

much for loving me unconditionally! Help me to accept the reality of your love with all my heart,

soul, mind, and strength. Amen.

                        Keep praying and praising,

        Kristy Schooler
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Why Should
God Love Us?
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Hello,
When requesting something be put on the prayer chain, please remember to ask the person you are
putting on the list, first. Please do not assume he or she wants his/her situation, or details of the
circumstances, put on the prayer chain just because you have a desire to pray for them. Many people
have good reasons not to share their needs. I just want to remind you that it's our policy to ask first.
Thank you for extending this courtesy to everyone.

Those of you on the prayer chain list: I am having quite a few requests returned to me "undeliverable."
Please be sure to check your accounts and make sure you have space to receive messages on your email.

Remember, if you have a very urgent request, you can text me, rather than sending an email (which I may
not see immediately.) My number is 740-407-5510.

Thank you so much for your consideration of everyone and for keeping one another lifted in prayer.
                  God bless you,

      Kristy

"Carry one another's burdens, and in this you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2"

The Meijer "Simply Give" program for the Baltimore/Thurston Food Pantry is in progress. It began on
January 2, 2022 and goes until April 2, 2022. 

On Saturday March 5 and March 26, your donation will be doubled. Simply Give donation cards are
available at the Lancaster Meijer Store behind the check out aisles. I will also try to get some to the
church at the welcome center. 

This is a wonderful way to give to the Food Pantry. Your donations will come back to the pantry in the
form of gift cards that enable the staff to stock the shelves with food items for needy families. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 740/756-9164.

Needs for this month: 
Toilet Paper, Canned Fruit & Boxed Stuffing

Thank you for your generosity.
Leslie Martens
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NEED TO PUT SOMEONE ON THE PRAYER CHAIN?



Go to our church website
and click on the picture

labeled 'Altar Flowers' for a
direct link to our sign up

form. 
Stop in the office and jot
down your name on an

available spot
Email your dates to
office@christum-

baltimore.com

Ways to sign up for altar flowers
for 2022:

 

 
*Altar flowers are $15. 

 

Darla

The Good Timers will
be hosting the Liberty
Union Athletic Hall of
Fame Lunch,
Saturday, February 5
at 1 pm. We need
volunteers to help
prep, cook and serve.
Pie donations are also
needed.

If you can help with
this event, please
contact Louise Smith
at 740-862-6018.   

Good Timers

Thank you to my
church family, for

allowing me to be your
Treasurer for the last 7
years. I know God was

with me the whole
time. Thank you for

the beautiful Cross, as
a “retirement” gift. 

Thank You!Altar Flowers

If you are tuning in via our live-
stream services on Sunday, please
visit the church webpage and fill
out a Digital Connect Card. You
can do this by clicking on the
"computer" on the Homepage. 

Digital Connect Card
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If a Level 2 or 3 Emergency exists on a Sunday morning at 7:00 A.M.,
worship services and Sunday school will not be held. 
Cancellations of Christ UMC worship services or activities will be
posted on the following:
 
1) Christ UMC web page at:
    www.christum-baltimore.com
 
2) TV stations and their respective 
web sites: Channel 4 (NBC), Channel 10 (CBS) & Channel 6 (ABC).

3) Our Facebook Page: Christ  UMC Baltimore
 
*The Preschool and church office will be closed on a Level 2 snow
emergency if one should occur throughout the week. 

Winter Weather Cancellations

https://forms.gle/aHfUPefmGxoJJn5u7
https://forms.gle/Ky2pJodmSBX3wQp78


Of all the prayers that Jesus prayed, none is more familiar than what
we know as the “Lord’s Prayer.” Each week we will join Adam

Hamilton as he teaches us about Jesus’ pattern of life and prayer.
Books will be available for pick-up the last week of February.

 
This will be an “in-person” study. If you are interested in a virtual

format, please let us know in the church office by February 13th.
 

Study Books are $15 each.
 

Reserve your copy by contacting the church office.
office@christum-baltimore.com

 or call 740-862-4343 

Pastor’s Lenten Bible Study
 

Sundays at 6:30 p.m.
 

Our six-week study begins on March 6.  
 

mailto:office@christum-baltimore.com
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Attendance Update
CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH

Financial Update
CONTRIBUTED BY AMY HELSEL

02.  Chris  Ki lger
07 .  Audrey Farmer
     Esther  Thompson
09.  Georgia    
        Achtermann
     Sherry Kel ler
10 .  Dott ie  Harman
11 .  Jenni fer  Mi l ler
12 .  Dar la  Reedy
13 .  Kary l  Whit t ington
14 .  Susan Osborne
16 .  Mardi  McCluer
16 .  Dwayne Mi l ler
17 .  Ted Reedy
18 .  Becky Ety
19 .  Judy Kel ler
20 .  B ianca P i loseno
     Br idget te Shreyer
23 .  Robin Johnson
     Pol ly  Spencer
25 .  Carol  Cooley
26 .  Renee S lyh
28.  Dick Kel ler
     Kenton Ridenour

02 .  Pastor  Steve & 
         Tr ic ia  Rath
15 .  Worth & Dott ie  
         Harman

Birthdays!

Anniversaries!

Worship Attendance                            December 2021

     In-Person Worship                                                 485                   

Facebook Live-Stream                                              108

YouTube Live-Stream                                               136

Total                                                                           729

Sunday School Attendance                                      445

 2021 Report                    December                 Year-to-Date                                                         

 Operating income        $23,973                      $300,756                                                        
 Operating Expenses    $29,312                      $349,296                                                        

 Sunday School                   $101                          $1,035                                                    

 Coins for Missions             $268                             $450                                                         

 Mortgage Balance                        $776,521                                                       

*If you would like a picture
included in the birthday
and/or anniversary slides
during service, please send
a copy to office@christum-
baltimore.com. 
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Sun        Mon     Tue        Wed      Thur       Fri        Sat      

Christ United Methodist Church February  2022 Events

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

16 17 18 19

20

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

21 22 23 24 25
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Reminder:

The FLC is in use Mon. through Thurs. evenings throughout
the week.  If you're needing to use the FLC, please check with
the office first. 

26

2827

Preschool
Valentines
Day Party 

Bell Choir
6pm (P)
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Preschool
Registration
begins for

22'-23'

Liberty Union
Hall of Fame

Banquet

Canal
Strings 

6pm (FH)

VIP Preschool
Lunch 11a-1p

(FH)

     Community
Dinner 4:30p-
6:30p (FLC)

Canal Strings 
6pm (FH)

Preschool Open
House

Registration for
22'-'23 year 6p-

7p (FH)

Office closed for
Presidents Day

Bell Choir
6pm (S)



Super Bowl Sunday Super Sub Sale

All subs are 8" and are $5.50 each. 
All orders should be in by the end of January. 
Pick up will be on Thursday, February 10th after 6pm, as well as
Saturday, February 12th after 9am. 

Thurston UMC is having their annual fundraiser sub sale. 

To place your order, please call Thurston UMC at (740) 862-6943.
Please use the information below when calling in your order.  

*Sorry no lettuce or tomato this year
 
Turkey Swiss:______________________________        
*Do not include special orders                                                            

Ham/Swiss:________________________________
*Do not include special orders                                                            

Italian:________________________________________
*Do not include special orders

Special orders:____________________________                                         
(total # of special orders)                

List special orders:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Total # of subs:_________________
Total amount due: $______________________                            Check____________
Total amount paid: $______________________                           Cash______________

Thank you for your continued support!
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Rev. Steve Rath - pastor@christum-baltimore.com - (740) 575-6190
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Amy Helsel - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - Linda Frommeyer - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
Youth Directors - Scott & Amy Helsel - (740)808-4732
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and
fol low Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe
disc ip leship ,  and with the
world through miss ion.  

Christ  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-
bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


