
While the month of March brings us ever closer to the hope and promise of

springtime, this year it also coincides with the season of Lent. We begin that

time on our church calendar with the observance of Ash Wednesday – a day of

repentance and reflection meant to set our hearts drawing evermore nearer to

the person and character of Christ.

As I have gotten older, I have come to appreciate this annual time of the year. In

the bustle and busyness of times in our lives, it is good that we have a season

like this for the purposes of slowing ourselves down to see where God is in our

lives and what he is doing around us and within us.

                                                                 This year’s journey will take us to some of                   

                                                                 the many stories in the Gospels where 

                                                                 people from all walks of life had a close 

                                                                 encounter with Jesus. Can you imagine 

                                                                 that? What must it have been like for  

                                                                 people like you and me to have a face-to-

                                                                 face meeting with God?

                                                                 What I do know is that no matter the person 

                                                                 or situation whom Jesus met, they never left    

                                                                 the encounter unchanged. In some way,

Jesus has the power to reveal and redeem whatever it is that needs restored,

renewed, or reconciled.

While we may not meet Jesus literally and physically as some did, we will

encounter him again through the witness of Scripture. And as we do, I pray and

trust that you and I will find our hearts and life transformed too. 

Just us in worship as we look at these “close encounters” for ourselves too.

Close Encounters
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WORSHIP & SERMON
THEMES:
March 6

“Seeing with the Eyes of
Jesus”

John 9:1-12
 

 

 

 

March 13

    “Sister Acts”

     Luke 10:38-42
 

 
 

 

 

 

March 20

“Shining Light in Dark
Places”

John 3:1-21

IN THIS ISSUE:
From the Pastor...............................2
Prayer Ministry................................3
A Note from Kristy...........................3
Worship Team.................................4
Mission Outreach...........................5
Devotional Booklet........................5
Food Pantry.....................................6
Graduates.........................................6
The Master's Gardeners................7
Good Timers....................................7
Rebekah Circle ...............................7
Save the Dates................................7
Work Camp...........................8, 9, 10
Altar Flowers.................................11
Choir...............................................11
Digital Connect............................11
Good Friday..................................11
Spring Ahead................................11
Thank You......................................11
Community Dinner.......................12
Eggstravaganza............................12
Fish Fry...........................................12
Anniversaries/Birthdays..............13
Attendance....................................13
Finance...........................................13
Calendar.........................................14

March 27th

“From the Past Comes the
Future”    

John 4:1-26
 



Just a few short days after you receive this month’s church newsletter, we will have begun the season of

Lent. For many who’ve grown up in the church, we know well what this season of our faith represents. But

what about those people who’ve never known about it? Here’s a quick summary:

                                                                       Lent is a season set aside in the Christian calendar when we enter a   

                                                                       period of self-reflection and examination about our faith and 

                                                                       relationship with God. Since the Middle Ages, Christians in the church 

                                                                       practiced it for 40 days beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending on 

                                                                       Easter (excluding the Sundays.) Today, Catholic and Protestant  

                                                                       churches from many traditions still observe the significance of this time 

                                                                       of year. The importance of 40 days of reflection reminds us of Jesus’ 

                                                                       own temptation in the wilderness before beginning his ministry 

                                                                       surrendering to God in prayer and obedience. (You can read more

about it Matthew 4:1-11 or Luke 4:1-11.)

I can remember growing up and learning that Lent was about “giving something up.” My Catholic

grandmother did that with fish on Fridays. I’ve tried giving up drinking Coke, eating Oreos, and any number

of wasteful things that aren’t good for our bodies. (In this respect, my success rate isn’t very good.) You can

certainly give something up if you like, but I fear that if that is all we do, then we are missing the larger point.

Suppose we use Lent as a time to intentionally draw closer in our relationship with God and with others?

What if there were some things we did (or didn’t do) with each day that would remind us more of God?

Would you do be willing to give them a try? I pray so!

I pray for you often, friends; perhaps no time more so than in this season of Lent, where we intentionally

focus on becoming more and more the people and church God would have us be for each other and for the

community around us.

For Jesus’ sake,

Pastor Steve

Why Should IWhy Should I
Care about Lent?Care about Lent?
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"O Lord, why do you stand so far away? Why do you hide when I am in trouble?"   
 ~Psalm 10:1

 
Have you ever felt that God has abandoned you? Or maybe you just wonder if he's off helping

others and doesn't have time for you? He feels so far away. Perhaps circumstances that trouble

you may suggest that God is far off. Yet the truth is, he will NEVER leave you or forsake you. It's his

promise. It may seem as if God is ignoring your prayers and tears, but he takes special care of

each one. Your heart may even cry out, "My God, why don't you help me?" He's not turning his

back, he's working all things out for your good even when you cannot see it.

At times your feelings will tempt you to doubt God, which is why you must always cling to the

promises he gives you in his Word. Never allow your emotions to cloud the truth of God's

unfailing love. The fact is, he is with you and will never fail you. Therefore, rejoice in his holy

name.

Lord, I praise you for sticking by me - even when my heart begins to wander. Please forgive me for

doubting you. Help me to trust you more. Amen.

                          Keep praying and praising,

        Kristy Schooler
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His Promises
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When requesting something be put on the prayer chain, please remember to ask the person you are putting on the
list, first. Please do not assume he or she wants his/her situation, or details of the circumstances, put on the prayer
chain just because you have a desire to pray for them. Many people have good reasons not to share their needs. I
just want to remind you that it's our policy to ask first. Thank you for extending this courtesy to everyone.

Those of you on the prayer chain list: I am having quite a few requests returned to me "undeliverable." Please be
sure to check your accounts and make sure you have space to receive messages on your email.

Remember, if you have a very urgent request, you can text me, rather than sending an email (which I may not see
immediately.) My number is 740-407-5510.

Thank you so much for your consideration of everyone and for keeping one another lifted in prayer.

God Bless You, 
 

Kristy Schooler



The Worship Team met Monday, February 21, looking ahead to our plans for the Lenten season.
Orders for Easter flowers that will beautify our sanctuary on Easter Sunday while be offered
through Sunday, March 6. Please be sure to fill out the order form found in the bulletin or
email/call the office to place your order. This is always a special time to honor and remember
our loved ones.

Palm Sunday will feature our children parading with palms during the opening hymn. It will be a
good thing to see them celebrating the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem!

There will not be a Maundy Thursday service, but we will be participating in the Good Friday
service, tentatively to be held at Baltimore UMC at 7:00 PM. Easter Sunday will be celebrated at
our regular 10:00 service with a joyful celebration of our risen Christ. 

As we strive to come out of the Covid-19 pandemic to our “new normal,” we will celebrate Holy
Communion with individual elements in the pews on March 6, then will offer the choice of going
up front to receive elements from our communion stewards or receiving the individual elements
in the pews. This will begin on April 3. We will also receive Communion on Easter Sunday. It
has been nice to have special music being offered by the senior choir, bell choir and children’s
choir; what a pleasure to have Michael O’Toole play the organ on February 20. Thank you,
Michael!

We continue to seek persons willing to be greeters at the main doors each Sunday. This is such
a special ministry, to welcome all who come with open arms and a warm welcome. Please let
me know if you would like to serve in this way. 

Sheila Burns has joined me as Co-chair of the Worship Team. I certainly look forward to working
with her this year! Thanks, Sheila. 

May God be with you each and every day, and may the Holy Spirit fill you each Sunday as we
gather to worship, whether in person or remotely. We are glad you are with us.

Cheryl Fey
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Notes from Our 
Worship Team
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                                   As we enter a new year with Mission and Outreach works at Christ UMC I am 
                                   in hope and prayer that we can take a deep and clear, free and safe breath of   
                                   fresh air. You will still find me masked in public places when I shop, at church  
                                   especially with our elder folk who we serve weekly at volleyball and lunch. We 
                                   don’t mandate but we make available masks and we continue distancing for   
                                   the time being. We try to follow CDC guidelines and recommend that our
outreach workers follow that and their collective conscience as we serve the community.  

I will be serving as chair of the Mission/Outreach Committee for this calendar year. A goal that I have
is that we maintain the programs that we have established and that we explore ways to make every
member in mission this year.I am in the process of exploring a partner project with the Midwest
Distribution Center in Illinois-an UMCOR agency that coordinates the making, packing and
distributing of needed items for communities in recovery from disasters and communities in need of
daily living support within the USA and abroad. We have heard from some members that supplies are
on hand to create and fill school bags for the MDC; the Center has confirmed that the school kits are
in demand. More information to follow.

I would like to meet with leaders and anyone interested in the Mission/Outreach works of CUMC to
gather information on how our projects work and to learn how the Committee can best support our
servant leaders.

I am requesting a brief meeting immediately following the church service March 5 in the Library room.
There we can touch base, consider the resources, ie-budget and other ways to make the good works
happen in and beyond CUMC.

Blessings,

G. McCreery
PS- feel free to call me with your thoughts-text or message me @ (740) 438-3820

                                                 Around the Kitchen Table is the place we gather as family and friend; a place to 
                                                 share the happenings of a day and a season. Lent is the season upon us. It is a 
                                                 time to contemplate, appreciate, even sense the passion of Jesus during his final  
                                                 40 days of ministry while he walked the earth. 
                                                 There are devotional booklets, Once a day: 40 Days to Easter, handy for families  
                                                 at CUMC to share a brief daily devotion around their tables. You will find the  
    booklets in a basket on the greeting table. Please help yourself to a guide into Jesus’ journey toward Easter 
    and your journey as well. (One per family, please).

                                                             Blessings on your journey through Lent!
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If you have someone graduating from High School or College this spring or did
graduate the past fall or winter, please contact Sheila Burns at 740-862-6718 or email
emdmom3@hotmail.com.

Sheila will need the school/college they graduated from, their degree and date of
graduation. 

Canned Fruit (especially peaches)
Canned Peas
Boxed Potatoes

"A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great."
 Proverbs 18:16

Meijer in Lancaster is sponsoring the Simply Give campaign to benefit the Baltimore Area
Food Pantry. The campaign runs until April 2. During the campaign there will be two
DOUBLE MATCH DAYS...March 5 & March 26. On these two days, for every $10 Simply
Give card purchased, Meijer will provide an additional contribution of $20 bringing the total to
$30 for each single purchase. If you would like to purchase a Simply Give Gift Card on one of
these days but are unable to go to Meijer in-person, please contact Tina @ 740-739-7066 or
Ruth @ 740-862-4082 and they will gladly accept your donation and make the purchase for
you. Thank you for your continued support.

         Needs for this month: 

                                              Thank you for your generosity,

                            Leslie Martens
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Have a Graduate?



We've had a very few warm sunny days and the daffodils and tulips have broken thru the
ground. Later this spring more of the flowers will begin to grow and the church gardens
will need attention. The church flower beds are adopted by individuals. They volunteer  
                                                                  and garden on their own schedule. We could 
                                                                  use additional help to assist either during 
                                                                  vacations, medical issues or on a regular basis. 

                                                                  If you enjoy flower gardening, can identify a 
                                                                  weed (to pull), are not reluctant to dead head
                                                                  (cut off the dead flower bloom), and think you 
                                                                  might enjoy the privacy and tranquility of 
                                                                  working at the church property with the chimes 
ringing, please call Louise Smith 740-862-6018 to learn more about this ministry.
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The Master's
Gardeners
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                                                        Rebekah Circle
The circle will meet Monday, April 4, 7 pm in the church parlor. Finances and the annual
church yard sale will be discussed.

Save the Dates!
June 9, 10, 11

While cleaning out your storage areas this winter be sure and save items for the annual church
yard sale.  The sale will be June 9, 10 and 11 in the family life center. Sale item drop off dates and
times the building will be open will be communicated later this spring.

The Good Timers
The Liberty Union Athletic Hall of Fame luncheon was cancelled February 5 due to the bad weather and
parking/walking conditions. We will host the Fairfield County Master Gardeners' Dig Into Gardening
educational event Saturday, April 30 in the family life center. The event is scaled back this year and will be
a half day with breakfast. If you can help with this event, please let one of us know.

The Good Timers
Melissa Bader, Cookie Friesner, Dana Hoisington, Tim Lawlis, Susan and Zale Maxwell, Louise

Smith
 



“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people…”

Galatians 6:9-10
 

The month of March brings us into several new seasons. The sports world will crown a college

basketball champion and baseball will settle their issues and the chant of "PLAY BALL" will bring

fresh anticipation to the fans!

The church begins the Liturgical Season of Lent and Easter, when we celebrate the Good News of

the Resurrection and the Gift of Eternal Life! As we strive to become the light of Christ in a struggling

world, the youth and adults of Christ Church are in the planning stages for our summer work camp

experience. We have a group of dedicated young people and adults who are excited to be the

hands and feet of Christ in Southern Ohio. 

As a church family, you have faithfully supported this outreach over the years, both prayerfully and

financially! We will be giving the congregation two specific ways to financially support this outreach

during Lent. 

Beginning March 6th, we will have the M&M containers to take and enjoy, and then fill the empty

tubes with quarters - each tube holds $14.00. March 6th also marks the return of our sub sale

opportunity for the Final 4. 

Attached to this Newsletter and also the bulletin, beginning March 6th, will be the information and

order forms. Any other donations can be identified as "Work Camp" and placed in the offering plate

or dropped off in the office. 

We will be joining with Summit Station UMC, some of our youth from Thornville, and we are also

reaching out to the youth from Thurston UMC. We will be inviting any adults who are interested, to

prayerfully consider joining us June 12th to 17th. 

God will touch you in special ways and we look forward to sharing our experiences later in the

summer, on Work Camp Sunday!

In a time of strife and divisiveness in the world, may we take the words of this Hymn to heart....

"We will work with each other, we will work side by side

And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love..."
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Work Camp
2022
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Go to our church website
and click on the picture

labeled 'Altar Flowers' for a
direct link to our sign up

form. 
Stop in the office and jot
down your name on an

available spot
Email your dates to
office@christum-

baltimore.com

Ways to sign up for altar flowers
for 2022:

 

 
*Altar flowers are $15. 

 

Trista

Thank you all so much
for the thoughts,

prayers, cards, and gift
cards you showered

my family with during
my absence. It is

greatly appreciated!

Thank You!Altar Flowers

If you are tuning in via our live-
stream services on Sunday, please
visit the church webpage and fill
out a Digital Connect Card. You
can do this by clicking on the
"computer" on the Homepage. 

Digital Connect Card
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March 9 @ 7:00 pm
March 16th @ 7:00 pm

March 30 @ 7:00 pm
April 6th @ 7:00 pm
April 13th @ 7:00 pm

Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsals 

 

Good Friday Service
 

Friday, April 15th
7:00 pm

Baltimore UMC

https://forms.gle/aHfUPefmGxoJJn5u7
https://forms.gle/Ky2pJodmSBX3wQp78


April 16th, 2022
11 AM to 2 PM

Johnson Park, Baltimore
Hosted by NOW Church

 
Hotdogs

Water
Snow Cones

Cotton Candy
Face Painting

Bounce Houses
Games

 
Easter bunny will be there!

 
Questions: contact Christy Holland at

(740)415-8668 or email
holland8102@gmail.com

March 4th  
March 11th
March 18th
March 25th
April 1st
April 8th

Thurston UMC will have Fish Fry's on the
following Friday's:

Cost: $10 for adults, $5 for children 10
and under

To place an order call (740)862-6943 or
just drive up! 

*Carry-out only

Lenten Fish Fry 
Friday Nights

The Voice of Christ Church Page 12

Mark Your Calendar!

Saturday, 
March 19th
4:30 - 6:30

Family Life
Center. 

 
Dine-in or 

carry-out available 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA



Attendance Update
CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR STEVE RATH

Financial Update
CONTRIBUTED BY AMY HELSEL

02.  Rebecca Pet ty
03 .  David Kel ler
      Hudson Helsel
04 .  Nata l ie  Clum
07.  J i l l  K i lger
08.  Doug Mer le
09.  Marshal l  Johnson
11 .  Bet ty  Jo Mer le
     Carol  Sayre
12 .  Jacob Ulr ich 
14 .  Pat  Quinn
16 .  Cher i  Cr is t
     Andrew Fey
     Mark Maldovan
18 .  Michael  Burns
     Debbie Mi l ler
     Loraine Stump
19.  Lachlan Fey
20.  Rob Sayre
     Mike Shreyer
22 .  Je f f  S lyh
24 .Peggy Lawl is
25 .  Gayle McCreery
27 .  Reed Farmer
28.  Bernie Anderson
29.  Mark Spencer
30.  Er in Ber lekamp
     Mike Snider

08.  Mike & Lisa Motsch
20.  Dave & Lesl ie   
        Martens
21 .  Gary & Barb Taylor
23 .  J im & Judy Kel ler

Birthdays!

Anniversaries!

Worship Attendance                                  January 2022

     In-Person Worship                                                 316                   

Facebook Live-Stream                                              86

YouTube Live-Stream                                               228

Total                                                                           630

Sunday School Attendance                                      185

 2022 Report                    January                      Year-to-Date                                                         

 Operating income        $23,749                         $23,749                                                        
 Operating Expenses    $31,941                         $31,941                                                        

 Sunday School                   $140                             $140                                                   

 Coins for Missions               $90                                $90                                                         

 Mortgage Balance                        $772,813                                               
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Sun        Mon     Tue        Wed      Thur       Fri        Sat      

Christ United Methodist Church March  2022 Events

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

9 10 11 12

13 14 15
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

16 17 18 19

20

Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

21 22 23 24 25
Community
Lunch 10a-

1p (FLC)

Reminder:

The FLC is in use Mon. through Thurs. evenings throughout
the week.  If you're needing to use the FLC, please check with
the office first. 

26

2827
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Canal
Strings 

6pm (FH)

     Community
Dinner 4:30p-
6:30p (FLC)

29 30 31

Canal
Strings 

6pm (FH)

Preschool
Parent/Teacher

conferences
(FH) 2:30-6:30

Fellowship
Hall

reserved

Preschool
Spring Pictures
(FH) ALL DAY

Fellowship
Hall

reserved

Admin
Council

7pm (FH)
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BLANK
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Rev. Steve Rath - pastor@christum-baltimore.com - (740) 575-6190
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Amy Helsel - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - Linda Frommeyer - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
Youth Directors - Scott & Amy Helsel - (740)808-4732
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and
fol low Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe
disc ip leship ,  and with the
world through miss ion.  

Christ  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-
bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


