
When my daughter was in high school, she went through a phase when she
became obsessed with the 80s singer, Boy George.  (I have to say in all honesty, I

did not see that coming.  I never dreamed that Boy George would come back
into my life.)  She listened to his music, she watched videos of his concerts and

his Broadway place, she learned every tiny fact about his life, and she talked
about him nonstop.  It lasted a good year-and-a-half, and I was kind of glad when

she moved on to other things.
 

But I get it – it gives us a deep joy whenever we find something we can adore. 
 There are grown men who paint their bodies and go shirtless in below-freezing
weather at football games – and have the time of their lives.  They wear cheese

hats or Viking horns and when their team scores they act like they made the
touchdown themselves.  

 
Some people wonder why an all-powerful God would want human beings to
worship him – is God insecure?  Does he really need us to build his ego?  No, I

believe that most of worship and praise is really for our benefit.  People feel fully
alive when they worship something!

 
Why do we sit in our living rooms watching baseball or football and shout at the

television?  Do we really think it's going to benefit the team in any way?  Is our
cheering and jumping off the couch going to increase their chances of winning?  

Of course not – we do it because it makes us feel good.  We feel like we are
somehow part of something bigger than ourselves.  It's just fun to love

something!
 

One of the most important things the church does is offer opportunities for
corporate worship.  In the meantime, don't forget that you can worship on your
own.  Why not add some praise to your regular prayer time?   Sometimes in my
own prayers I go through the alphabet and try to name an attribute of God that
begins with each letter – like God is Awe-inspiring, Beautiful, Compassionate,

etc.  Sometimes I do two or three letters a day and stretch it out.  Just a thought.
 

May your praise of God make you come alive this year!
 

Pastor Mike

Thinking Outloud
CONTRIBUTED BY PASTOR MIKE RAYPHOLTZ
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WORSHIP & SERMON
THEMES:

July 3rd

Work Camp Sunday

July 10th

Following Gods Call
 

Genesis 12:1-4
 

Communion Sunday

July 17th

Back to Basics: Jesus in One
Word

 
Romans 5:6-11
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July 24th

Back to Basics: God in Three
Persons

 
Mark 1:9-11

July 31st

Back to Basics: A Ripe Life
 

Galatians 5:16-25



As a pastor, it's so exciting to start at a new church! It's like opening up a big package when you have no
idea what you're going to find in there! And I have spent the last three months getting ready for this. I
stuffed all my worldly possessions into cardboard boxes. I rented a beautiful, shiny trash dumpster about
the size of a Walmart, and fed that thing for days. I ruthlessly sorted through all our stuff. I'm pretty sure
we got rid of almost as much as we kept.

Bonnie and I also learned a lot about Baltimore. We read up on the history of the town (we're not experts
– don't quiz us). When I announced to my friends that I was moving to Baltimore, one of them told me I
needed to be sure to try the crab cakes, but we figured out pretty quickly that he was probably thinking
of the other one. We watched some worship services. I had multiple conversations with colleagues and
Christ members. And of course, I looked up on Google Maps how to get here.

Oh – and I prayed. And prayed and prayed and prayed. I prayed that the Holy Spirit would prepare me,
would prepare you, and would just generally help me not to screw this up.

So, as I write this, it is June 26, which was supposed to be my first Sunday with you. Except yesterday, my
wife became concerned about this bug which I had been assuring her was only a cold for about three
days and talked me into taking a COVID test. And the stick turned positive almost before she got it out of
the wrapper. And of course, Bonnie has it too. So, I'm sitting in your beautiful parsonage surrounded by
wadded-up Kleenexes and stacks of boxes that are not getting unpacked. I did get to worship with you
this morning – but just over the internet. I don't have quite enough breath to sing yet, but I did say The
Lord's Prayer with you. And I watched another guy preach instead of me. (By the way, a big thanks to
Pastor Ben – you will be a tough act to follow!) I was all set to dive in and start giving you folks pastoral
care, but instead many of you have been caring for me. 

I don't know if things like me getting COVID, happen for some kind of reason – I tend to think that
sometimes things like this just happen. But still, I try to appreciate any opportunity I get to be reminded of
how small and fragile I really am, and how great and powerful God is. People like me like to believe that
we're in control, that we're the ones running things. But, at best, all we really get is the illusion that we are
in control, and God likes to break that illusion now and then. We are tiny, tiny, tiny. But I don't mind – God
is the one who is really in charge, and he is so much better at this than any of us anyway. And I think
remembering that, might just be the perfect way to start a pastorate!

Pastor Mike

From the Pastor's Pen
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There's nothing better than being wise, knowing how to interpret the
meaning of life.   --Ecclesiastes 8:1 

My dad went home to his reward quite suddenly nearly forty-five years ago. Two of
his greatest qualities were his kindness and his wisdom. How I wish I had his gift of
wisdom! I can't tell you how frequently and deeply I miss talking things over with
him. "If only I could talk with Dad..." is a frequent mantra!

But listen to this!  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  -James 1:5
NIV

When I'm at a loss for answers, when my understanding is limited and I don't know
which way to turn, God welcomes my prayer. He knows my needs and when I take
my inadequacies, my lack of understanding, my wishes to know His will for my life to
my heavenly father, He can fill me with His wisdom. He can help me understand and
to discern His perfect will for all situations and best of all, He can give me "the peace
that passes understanding." Not only "can" He, but He says He WILL. I don't want to
go to God only when I'm most at a loss to know what to do, but rather to have an
open heart to His wisdom each day.

                                                           I can't talk with my biological dad, but I certainly can  
                                                           talk with my heavenly dad! What an incredible  
                                                           blessing to be invited to spend time with God any 
                                                           time, all the time! 

             Kristy Schooler
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The MessageThe Message
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The Good Timers have two all day events scheduled in the family life center. We will be
serving a light breakfast and lunch: July 23, Saturday, "Bee Social" an educational day led
by experienced beekeepers and August 29, Monday, Master Gardeners Diagnostic
Workshop. If you can help with either of these events, please let one of us know.  

The Good Timers are a fund-raising team that caters meals. All of our profit goes to the
church, 90% to the mortgage principal and 10% to general church operating funds.

The Good Timers: Melissa Bader, Cookie Friesner, Dana Hoisington, Tim Lawlis, Susan
and Zale Maxwell, and Louise Smith
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Good Timers

Rebekah Circle: Yard Sale Update
 

The Rebekah Circle again thanks everyone who donated items for the annual yard sale in
June; those who helped sort and price before the sale, the volunteers during the sale; and
the people who helped Saturday afternoon to pack up unsold items, sweep the floor, put
tables away and re-set the room for the Wednesday lunch team. We donated unsold items
to the Rocking Horse Community Health Center of Madison County and the Salvation Army.
Our sales were $2,412 which will support the church's mission projects.  

The new church sign site is now
complete.  Thank you to everyone
who donated money for the sign and
those who worked on the
installation.  Sharon and Jim
Anderson volunteer in that flower
bed.  They have finished the
permanent landscaping and included
"Bubble Gum" wave petunias for a
pop of color on Main Street this
summer.



Hamburger Helper (any type)
Vegetable Soup
Instant Pudding & Jello (any flavor).

                                         Hope all is well and everyone is enjoying their summer. As 
                                         the heat is on the rise, the cost of living is also soaring. The 
                                         escalating prices are making life even more difficult for those 
                                         already struggling. The food pantry has continued to be a 
 huge help for those in need. Thank you for your support.

Special Needs this month are: 

Thanks,
Leslie Martens
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"A generous person will prosper, whoever refreshes others will be refreshed." 
Proverbs 11:25

West Ohio Annual Conference – 2022
 

It was my privilege to represent Christ United Methodist Church as your Lay Delegate to Annual
Conference which was a virtual conference held June 3rd and 4th.  I provided a brief summary of
Annual Conference during Sunday morning worship on June 12th.  A more detailed summary
prepared by the Conference Secretaries can be found online at:

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022

If you have questions or desire additional information about any of the items mentioned in the
summary,  please let me know.

Rob Sayre
2022 Lay Delegate to West Ohio Annual Conference
rsayre3@gmail.com

 
 

TidbitsTidbitsTidbits

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022


 
These past few months the Finance Committee and Administrative Council have been
reviewing options for the church mortgage. The current mortgage was a fifteen (15) year
variable rate mortgage amortized over a thirty year period, with the interest rate adjusted
every fifth year. The interest rate was last adjusted to 4.59%. 

At the end of the fifteen years, the church would need to either refinance or pay the
remainder of the principle in a balloon payment. The current loan would mature in
September of 2024, and the balloon payment would be approximately $700,000.

The church consulted with Christian Family Credit Union, the group that holds the current
loan, to discuss options. The most cost-effective option was to modify the current loan. 

This modification consists of a variable rate of fifteen (15) mortgage amortized over fifteen
(15) years. The interest rate will be adjusted every fifth year and be based upon current
interest rates at the time of adjustment. For the loan modification, the interest rate is 5.46%
on a remaining balance of $757,116.66 (current principle plus modification fee of $3,500).
This will make the monthly payment $6,148.15, which is $391.10 less than the payment
currently being paid. 

The reduction in payment is a direct result of the generous matching gift from Dale and
Joan Landis and various other efforts to pay down the principle over the past thirteen (13)
years. By continuing at the current monthly payment, the loan will be paid off before fifteen
years with no penalties for early payment. 

This option was unanimously approved by the Finance, Trustees, and Administrative
council. With interest rates continuing to trend upward, it was felt that making this
modification is in the best interest of Christ UMC. 
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From the Finance CommitteeFrom the Finance Committee
& Admin Council& Admin Council
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CUMC:

The BIG little book: Three Simple Rules by Reuben Job
is a grounding concentration of the new
commandment that Jesus proclaimed in the scripture
passage John 13: 34,35: “that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you should also love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

This small missive brings the Wesley way into sharp
focus so that if you have wondered what being a
Methodist is all about, here is a clear and concise
explanation.

The Adult discipleship Committee has purchased
several of the books as well as a study guide and DVD
available to the Adult Sunday School classes for a 3 to
6 week study. Once the class or classes have
completed use of the materials the books will be
available at the Connection Center counter to borrow.
It is a very quick read. As we enter a new Pastor-
congregational relationship at CUMC we hope that our
members will digest former Bishop Reuben Jobs’
journal that brings the kernel of the call to Christian
living in the world clear and present even in these
days.

The book is available on Amazon for a range of prices,
$5.00 and up should you want a copy for yourself.

Yours in Christ,

Gayle McCreery, Chair

Adult Discipleship

Good afternoon, sisters and brothers!  I am
Rev. Alyce Hardin-Cook, pastor at Baltimore
UMC (although I am retired!)

In light of all of the destructive things that
have been going on in the world, nations
and neighborhoods, it seems as if nothing
is getting better; only worse.  Is it not time
for the Baltimore area clergy begin to pray,
as a corporate body, to God, through Jesus
Christ, for peace and love for one another?

 We will meet at the Baltimore City Hall on
Sunday, July 10 at 1pm for a half hour of
prayer.  As we pray, other clergy can pick
up and continue with prayer until all have
prayed by 1:30 and we will end with the
Lord's prayer.

Please encourage your congregation to
meet with us. 

Thanking you in advance for your
participation.

ADULT
DISCIPLESHIP

CONTRIBUTED BY GAYLE MCCREERYCONTRIBUTED BY GAYLE MCCREERY



June has been a hot and busy month for the Trustees. We started out with our Annual
Work Day. The shrubs were trimmed, outside flood lights were repaired, a couple
outside doors were painted, burned out lights in the Fellowship Hall were replaced (and
will be monitored), a dead crab apple tree was removed from in front of the Sanctuary
door and Sharon and Jim Anderson updated their plantings around the front sign. Zale
Maxwell has a new flag pole coming that will light the flag and we’ll also be able to put
the flag at half staff at appropriate times.

The gardeners all have their beds looking very nice and deserve many compliments for
their time spent making our church property look so beautiful!

The Trustees had the locks changed on the main church building and the office. If you
are a Committee Chair or have an ongoing project and need to have a key and haven’t
received it yet please stop in the office to sign a “key request form”. The Family Life
Center locks were not changed, however the 2 lock boxes on the side FLC door have new
codes. If you forget your key or have a one time need for a key you can call the office or
one of the Trustees to get the code for the key box you need to use.

We also had the opportunity to get into the parsonage for the first time in a long time.
We had a lot of wonderful volunteers come to help with cleaning every nook and
cranny. The kitchen is spotless and the windows washed inside and out. The basement
and garage were also cleaned and weeding and shrub trimming done outside. The a/c
unit was serviced and had it’s filter changed. Hope you enjoy your new home Pastor
Mike and Bonnie!

Custodian Jim will soon begin extra work on the classrooms in preparation for a new
Preschool year.

Jim Anderson
Dana Hoisington

Co-chairs Trustees

The Voice of Christ Church Page 08

A Word from the Trustees
CONTRIBUTED BY DANA HOISINGTON  & JIM ANDERSON



We recently completed our Work Camp experience in Jackson, Ohio! We had
several new people and some old friends join us this year, and our total numbers
throughout the week were around 40 youth and adults. 

The challenges were many, with higher costs, weather, and Covid, but through it
all, God provided! We completed three major projects, and celebrated daily the
love and joy of being the hands and feet of God!

This ministry is only possible because of the support from this congregation, and
we all thank you for your financial and prayerful support! Along with sharing during
Work Camp Sunday our youth and adults are always pleased to share their
experiences throughout the year! 

May we follow the example set forth in the book of Joshua as we continue to grow
and serve: 

"But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve... as
for me and my family, we will serve the LORD."

                          God bless us all as we continue building God's Kingdom on earth!
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Work Camp
CONTRIBUTED BY WAID RADFORD



COME ON OVER, NEIGHBOR!: FUN AND FOOD

Good Neighbors in the Village invites all seniors to join us in Chair Volleyball
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays followed by a free hot lunch at 11 a.m. This event has
been ongoing since 2012 (with a 14-month pandemic break). We are back at
it every Wednesday in the Family Life Center at Christ United Methodist
Church, 700 S. Main St., Baltimore. Come and join in the play or watch our
volleyball players in action at 10 a.m. The only requirement to play is good
humor, and if you aren't happy when you arrive, you will be when you leave!

Chef Jim, his sous-chef sidekick Rick, and a team of kitchen worker bees put
together amazing meals each week. Join us at 11 for lunch whether you
choose to play volleyball or not.

Come have fun with your neighbors. It’s all about community! Questions?
Call Gayle McCreery (740) 438-3820.

Go to our church website
and click on the picture

labeled 'Altar Flowers' for a
direct link to our sign up

form. 
Stop in the office and jot
down your name on an

available spot
Email your dates to
office@christum-

baltimore.com

Ways to sign up for altar flowers
for 2022:

 

 
*Altar flowers are $15. 

 

Altar Flowers

If you are tuning in via our live-
stream services on Sunday, please
visit the church webpage and fill
out a Digital Connect Card. You
can do this by clicking on the
"computer" on the Homepage. 

Digital Connect Card
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Senior Volleyball/Community Lunch

01. Josephine Eversole
       Nick Whittington
       Phyllis Johnson
02. Olivia Coakley
03. Abby Coakley
      Ashleigh Summers
      Austin Ety
     Shirley Mathias
04. Tim Stump
05. Mike Stilwell
      Tessa Jewell
07. Tom James
08. Barb Taylor
      Glenna Hoisington
09. Frank Anderson
15. Jillian Wagner
      Luke Dern
      Matt Maldovan
16. Charlie Kilger
18. Jodi Anderson
23. Steve Vandermark
24. Manny Clum
26. Kyeong Min
McCreery
30. Ryan Motsch
31. Dana Hoisington
      Marilee Snider

Birthdays!

https://forms.gle/aHfUPefmGxoJJn5u7
https://forms.gle/Ky2pJodmSBX3wQp78


Attendance Update

Financial Update
CONTRIBUTED BY AMY HELSEL

05.  Dick & Ruth Staten
     T im & Peggy Lawl is
12 .  Micah & Kyeong   
         McCreery
18 .  Robin & Mary 
         Johnson
20.  J im & Sharon 
         Anderson
21 .  Tom & Pat t i  James
23 .  Steve & Denise   
         Vandermark
      Waid & Ri ta  
         Radford
25 .  Bob & Lorr i  Wright
     Dan & J i l l  
          Maldovan
26.  Scot t  & Amy Helsel
31 .  Char les  & Carol   
          Cooley

Anniversaries!
Worship Attendance                                       May 2022

 In-Person Worship                                                     431

Facebook Live-Stream                                                 79

YouTube Live-Stream                                               187

Total                                                                           688

Sunday School Attendance                                     223

 2022 Report                         May                      Year-to-Date                                                         

 Operating income         $28,820.60           $146,344.05                                                     

 Operating Expenses    $27,890.01            $166,337.22                                                       

 Sunday School                   $296                              $984                                                  

 Coins for Missions             $17.00                      $139.31        

 Mortgage Balance                        $753,616.66                                       

The Voice of Christ Church Page 11

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD. 
Psalm 33:12



10

17

24

Youth Group
6:30p-8:30p

(FLC)

31

16
Community

Lunch 10a-1p
(FLC)

     Community
Dinner 4:30p-

6:30p (FLC)

Sun       Mon      Tue       Wed     Thur       Fri         Sat      
Reminder:

Please check with the church office pertaining to Fellowship
Hall and Family Life Center availability so that there are no
conflicts of use.

Christ United Methodist Church July 2022 Events

1 2

3 5 6 7 8 9

11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 2322
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25 26 27 28

Baltimore
Senior Citizens

10:30-1 (FH)

Finance 6pm
(FH)

Admin Council
7pm (FH)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Canal Strings
6p (FH)

29 30

OFFICE CLOSED

NO SENIOR
VOLLEYBALL OR

COMMUNITY
LUNCH

FH
Reserved

FLC
Reserved

Bee
Day/Maxwell
FLC ALL DAY

July 15th to July 29th the church office hours will be 9am-12pm only, Mon-Thur.
The office will be closed on: 

Friday, July 15th
Friday, July 22nd
Friday, July 29th

Normal hours of 9am to 3pm will resume on Monday, August 1st. 
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Mike Raypholtz - pastor@christum-baltimore.com 
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Amy Helsel - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - Linda Frommeyer - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
Youth Directors - Scott & Amy Helsel - (740)808-4732
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and
fol low Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe
disc ip leship ,  and with the
world through miss ion.  

Christ  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-
bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


