
Have you ever heard of Kopi Luwak coffee? It was mentioned in the movie The Bucket List. It's
supposed to be the greatest coffee in the world, and it is definitely the most expensive.  You can
pay up to $100 for a cup of it. It's only grown in one place in the world, in Indonesia on the island

of Sumatra. And it is harvested in a very unique way. There is a wild animal on the island, a
certain kind of civet cat called the Luwak cat, who is partial to these coffee beans and always

picks the very best ones to eat. And then later the Luwak cat, of course...well...passes them
(trying to be delicate here) and someone gathers them up and sells it for up to $600 a pound.

Look for it at Dollar General. But people swear it's fantastic. God has made a world where
something amazing can come from something awful.

 
And there are a lot of things like that. Like honey. Most people like it, and even the Bible refers to

the Promised Land as “the Land of Milk and Honey.” And honey is basically bee vomit. (Bee
experts get annoyed when people say that, and they insist its more complicated than that. But as
near as I can tell its pretty close to vomit.) “The Land of Milk and Bee Vomit” just doesn't have the

same ring to it.
 

Mushrooms are a favorite food for many people. They come in all kinds of shapes and varieties.
Each one has a distinctive taste. Some can be quite expensive, and some people spend hours

searching in the woods for them. And yet, mushrooms grow on things that are decomposing and
decaying. My dad still refuses to eat them for that reason.

 
Or doves – doves are a symbol of the Holy Spirit and of peace. But the fact is, “dove” is basically

another word for “pigeon.” And “pigeon” is another word for “rat with wings.”
 

All around us, every day, we can see evidence that God summons life's greatest wonders from
the lowest places.Think about the worst form of death that human beings have ever devised – a
form of execution designed to case as much pain and humiliation for the longest amount of time

possible. But now the cross is the symbol of our faith – we sing about cherishing “The Old
Rugged Cross.” Some people hold one tight when they pray.

 
So I'm still pretty new here, and we're all getting to know each other.  And one thing I'm sure we
will discover is that none of us are perfect. (At least, I'm quite certain that that's the case here on
my end.) We're all flawed, compromised, and at least a little broken. And that is awesome! God

has ALWAYS built his Church out of people like us! Our weaknesses become HIS strengths – and
our failures are HIS great victories! I've always liked how The Message paraphrases the first

Beatitude: “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of
God and his rule” (Matthew 5:3). It's wonderful, glorious news that God's Kingdom is one of

grace, where everyone is accepted, and everyone is made as beautiful as they were meant to be!

 
You are blessed, and you are a blessing, 

Pastor Mike

Thinking Outloud                                              
                                               

 From the Pastor's Pen
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August 7th

How to Grow Spiritually
 

1 Timothy 4:12-16

August 21st

Witnesses
 

Matthew 5:14-16, Acts 1:8

August 28th

One Thing You Must Have
 

Acts 2:43-47



I watch my grand kids (Jack, 5 and Hazel, nearly 3) a few days each week. While I
was in the kitchen fixing their lunch as they were playing in the living room the other
day, I overheard the following conversation.

Jack: "Don't do that, Hazel. Grammy will be mad."
Hazel: "Na-uh, she loves me."
Jack:  "Yeah, she loves you no matter what you do, but she WILL be grumpy!"

It made me chuckle, of course, but later I got to thinking about it. It made me
wonder if God is every grumpy with me when I deliberately do something against
His law. Like my rules for the grands, His rules are in place to protect me. They
guard me from falling into areas that will keep me from becoming the person He
wants me be in Jesus. So I know I hurt Him when I disobey; I probably disappoint
Him, too.

I'm thrilled that Jack and Hazel are secure in my love. When I have to be "grumpy"
with them, they hesitate a moment before throwing themselves into my arms with
apologies and expressions of love. They sense something isn't quite right between
us. I am sure of God's love, as well. But I don't want to hurt Him or disappoint Him. I
want to be smack dab in the middle of His will, to know that I'm doing my best to
follow Him, to keep the bond between us close and "right." I'll fall sometimes, yes,
but I will guard against deliberately going against His directives. And I will pray for
His strength to do so.

Keep praying and praising, 

Kristy Schooler
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Love You AlwaysLove You Always CONTRIBUTED BY KRISTY SCHOOLERCONTRIBUTED BY KRISTY SCHOOLER

I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing
kindness. - Jeremiah 31:3 NIV



We will be making noodles October 3, 4, and 5th. 
 We welcome volunteers for the days, day or even

and hour or so.
Also will be taking orders for noodles in September.

More info to come. 
 - Cookie
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The Good Timers
The Good Timers will cater breakfast and lunch for an all day event Monday, August
29 in the family life center. Master Gardener Volunteers from various counties will be
attending a Diagnostic Workshop from 9 am until 4 pm. Volunteers are needed to set
up the FLC Sunday afternoon at 5 pm and during the day Monday. Please let one of
us know if you can help with this weekday event.

Melissa Bader, Cookie Friesner, Dana Hoisington, Tim Lawlis, Susan & Zale Maxwell,
Louise Smith

Craft & Antique Show
Mark your calendar and save Saturday, October 22, 2022 for the annual

Craft and Antique Show. Information and registration forms have been sent
to sales vendors from previous years and replies are coming in. If you or

someone you know has an interest in having a sales table at the craft show,
please contact Trista in the church office or either one of us. 

 
We're looking forward to a "full house" this year and another successful show.

 
          Melissa Bader 740-808-2379

 and 
Marsha Smith 614-452-1353

 

Noodlers
The Rebekah Circle will

meet Monday,
September 12th, at 7

p.m. in the Parlor. 

Rebekah Circle



Hamburger Helper (any type)
Instant Pudding & Jello (any flavor)
Shampoo

                                         As summer comes to an end and school begins, it is very 
                                         important that the children of our community have proper 
                                         nutrition to help them through their school day. Our local 
                                         food pantry helps families provide that needed food. Thank
you for your continued contributions.

Special Needs this month are: 

Thanks,
Leslie Martens
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"Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God. ." - Hebrews 13:16

In the past we have held a worship service at Smeck Park in the late summer/early fall. This
year the worship team has decided to try something new!

On Saturday, September 17, we will gather at Smeck Park for a different kind of experience:
food, hymn sing, music, children’s message, devotional thoughts, and games. Everyone is
invited to have a great time of fellowship and worship in this beautiful natural setting. 

The food will be an extension of our 3rd Saturday Community Dinners, so this year it won’t
be a potluck, but instead we will provide a picnic-themed dinner. We will meet from 4:30-
6:30, so be sure to mark your calendars and plan to come enjoy this time of fellowship. 

Details will be coming later; be sure to watch for emails and the September newsletter. 
 
 

TidbitsTidbitsTidbits

CONTRIBUTED BY CHERYL FEY

A SPECIAL GATHERING IN THE PARK



 
Our Sunday morning worship services have been blessed with having our new preacher,
Pastor Mike Raypholtz, renewing our Christian faith by going “Back to the Basics.” He
peppers his messages with humor and stories to connect with the scriptural lessons of the
day and certainly has all our attention during his sermons. With the wonderful music, our
children’s moment messages and gathering of like souls, we celebrate each Sunday as a
joyful congregation living in the presence of God Almighty. 

We continue to celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month with the
option of using the personal self-contained elements as well as coming forward to receive
the bread and juice at the front of the sanctuary. Although we will continue to collect our
tithes and offerings in the offering plates stationed on the round table in the narthex, we
will have a time during the service of the greeters bringing the offering plates forward to
be blessed while we sing the Doxology. This is a special time to thank God for all the
ways He blesses us and for us to give back a little of these blessings to be used for His
kingdom here on Earth. 

There are many opportunities for our church family to participate in various ways during
our worship services. Please pray how God might want you to volunteer in any of these
areas: worship leaders, children’s moments presenters, quartet singers, greeters, Jr.
Church leaders, communion stewards, banner makers and more. Speaking of banners,
have you noticed the new banner that hangs on the left wall above the piano? Dianne
Miller and I collaborated on making it; this banner will change now and then with some of
the special seasons. 

Please see Shelia Burns or me if you would like to volunteer to help during the worship
services. 

May you feel blessed today,

Cheryl Fey
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Worship NewsWorship NewsWorship News
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A Clothing Pantry For School Aged StudentsK-12 That Are In Need!
Located at: NOW Church, 111 Mulberry St. Baltimore

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!
We always accept donations of gently used school-aged clothing. If you
have any questions or would like to schedule an appointment, please

contact Christy Holland at 740.415.8668.
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Community
CONTRIBUTED BY GAYLE MCCREERYCONTRIBUTED BY GAYLE MCCREERY

Come hang out with us after Liberty Union Varsity football home games!
Location: NOW Church, 111 Mulberry St., Baltimore. 

Starting August 12th, 2022. 
We will have pizza, soft drinks and activities. 

Church building will close at 11:00 P. M. 
See you there!! 



 

In-Person 553

Facebook 71

YouTube 35

Total 659

Sunday
School

114
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05. Clarissa Lawlis
07. Emily Burns
      Stephen Cozart
09. Favonia Marquart
10. Larson Ulrich
11. Waid Radford
13. Sheila Burns
16. Pat Holland
17. Lee Kohler
18. Matt Shreyer
      Eric Whittington
19. Dick Staten
21. Rory Gaskill
      Shirley Reed
23. Delaney Moore
25. Tyler McCluer
26. JR Coakley
27. Holly Fackler
28. Addison Fey
      Katie Prater
29. Derek Burns
30. Lauren Wagner
31. Doreen Fast

Birthdays!
02.  Andy & Mindy Ety
12 .  Doug & Bet ty  Jo  
           Mer le
13 .  Chr is  & Kim Ki lger
19 .  J im & Esther   
          Thompson
21 .  Marshal l  & Phyl l is  
          Johnson
22 .  Robert  & Trudy 
          Keck
23 .  Rob & Carol  Sayre
24 .  Jerry & Gayle 
         McCreery
27 .  Frank & Bernie 
         Anderson
29.  Dave & Ann Wolfe

Anniversaries!

Attendance       June 2022



14

21

28

18

7
Youth Group
6:30p-8:30p

(FLC)

13
Community

Lunch 10a-1p
(FLC)

     Community
Dinner 4:30p-

6:30p (FLC)

Sun       Mon      Tue       Wed     Thur       Fri         Sat      
Reminder:

Please check with the church office pertaining to Fellowship
Hall and Family Life Center availability so that there are no
conflicts of use.

Christ United Methodist Church August 2022 Events

1 2 3 4 5 6

8 9 10 11 12

15 16 17 2019
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22 23 24 25

Baltimore
Senior Citizens

10:30-1 (FH)

Finance 6pm
(FH)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Canal Strings
6p (FH)

26 27

FH
Reserved

FLC
Reserved

29 30 31

Canal Strings
6p (FH)

Community
Lunch 10a-1p

(FLC)

Trustees 7:00p
(FH)

FH
Reserved

Preschool
Parent

Orientation (S)

Good
Timers

(FLC) 6p-
9p

Good
Timers
(FLC) all

day

FLC
Reserved

Preschool
Open House

FH
Reserved

FLC
Reserved

FLC
Reserved

August Calendar
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Sunday School and Worship Schedule
Sunday School - 8:45 AM - Classes meeting in Fellowship Hall & Parlor
Worship - 10:00 AM - In-Person OR live-stream  on Facebook and                     
                     YouTube at Christ UMC Baltimore

Personnel:
Pastor - Mike Raypholtz - pastor@christum-baltimore.com 
Office Administrator- Trista Hutchinson - office@christum-baltimore.com
Treasurer - Amy Helsel - treasurer@christum-baltimore.com
Preschool Director - preschool@christum-baltimore.com
Choir Director - Tim Lawlis - (614) 570-9021
Bell Choir Director - Becky Ety - (614) 581-8037
Pianists - Julie Ulrich, Peggy Lawlis
Audio-Visual Specialist - Dwayne Miller
Custodian - Jim Anderson
Youth Directors - Scott & Amy Helsel - (740)808-4732
 

CHURCH INFORMATION
Christ  Uni ted 

Methodist  Church

Our Miss ion:
To help people f ind and
fol low Jesus Chris t .  

Our Vis ion:
Connect ing people wi th God
through whole- l i fe
disc ip leship ,  and with the
world through miss ion.  

Christ  Uni ted              
 Methodist  Church
700 S .  Main St .
Ba l t imore ,  OH 43105
 
 
Phone:  (740)  862-4343
Fax :  (740)  862-6163
 
E-mai l :  
of f ice@chris tum-
bal t imore .com
 
 
Off ice Hours :
9 :00am -  3 :00pm,  Monday
through Fr iday
 


