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Over 150 years ago, Mother’s Day was 
started in the United States of America.  It 
was a campaign started by a mother, Anna 
Jarvis, in an attempt to bring awareness of 
poor health conditions in her community. 
It was a cause she believed would be 
best advocated by mothers. She called it 
“Mother’s Work Day.”  

As I pondered on this mother and the reason 
she initiated this campaign, I realized today 
there is still a need for mothers to advocate for 
mothers.  Not so much in the sense that we 
need to advocate for Mother’s Work Day, but 
to celebrate the diversity of what warranted 
many women to experience motherhood. 

The traditional way, of course, of receiving the 
title of “mother” is to have a child born from 
your womb or to adopt a child.  While others 
have come into motherhood through default 
-- a child’s parent died and they were chosen 
as the guardian.  In addition, some have 
chosen at will to be foster parents. Indeed, 
these are the most common circumstances 
that endow one to be called a “mother.” 

But today, this title is also borne by women 
we would call non-traditional mothers.  
These are mothers that have secured this 
title not by their biological fruitfulness and/or 
family planning shrewdness, but because of 
their innate spiritual maturity and prophetic 
insight.  These are the mothers we would call 
spiritual mothers.  These are the mothers God 
is also using to help birth out a generation for 
the advancement of the kingdom of God.

The Word of God is filled with stories of 
how different women came to experience 
motherhood. As we study the Word and look 
at some of these mothers of ancient days, 
many of them experienced treks that led 
them toward their motherhood.  

For example, Sarah, the mother of Isaac, 
was well up in age before she conceived a 
child. Moreover, just when she thought it 
would never happen, she conceived Isaac.  
However, before this happened, she let her 
fears and anxiety prevail, so she decided 
to help God out by giving her maid to her 
husband, Abraham, for her to bear him a son.  
Just in case, you are not a Bible scholar, and 
not familiar with this story, it did not work.  
It did not fill the emptiness that was in her 
heart.  In fact, it exasperated the problem 
more.  Sarah’s story is like many today who 
have gone ahead of God and complicated 
their problem even more.  But when Sarah 
abandoned her way of trying to help God 
out, she conceived a child, and eventually 
experienced motherhood.

Another mother in the Bible that comes to 
mind is Pharaoh’s daughter.  Her journey to 
motherhood came in the expression of an ark 
floating in a river.  As she heard the sound of a 
baby crying, she opened up the ark and found 
a male child within.  Immediately, her heart 
was knitted to the child and the prophetic 
destiny of a leader of a nation was secured 
for the Children of Israel.  She named this 
child Moses and he grew up to experience 
God like no other person that lived.  Forty-
days in a mountain he was caught up in the 
glory of God.

 And then there was Hannah -- a woman that 
God used to change the priesthood lineage 
forever through her motherhood encounter.  
Even though her journey started out much 
like Sarah, feeling forsaken and barren, but 
when she make a vow to God and cried to 
Him, here situation changed.  God elevated 
her spiritually, she conceived, and the child 
grew up to be a priest in the house of God.

Happy Mother’s Day
CELEBRATing mothers

           By Dr. Shirley Clark

Celebrating Mothers Continued on Next Page...
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S.T.A.N.D. 
NATIONAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

JULY 16-19 2012  
FAIRMONT HOTEL • DALLAS, TX

Phone: 800.933.8067  
www.ConcordDallas.org 

 www.SheilaB.org
Call: 800.441.1414 

FOR HOTEL INFORMATION

Happy Mother’s Day from Shelia B. Ministries

Between the span of birth and death, the purpose of the hand 
must transition from grasping and holding to giving and helping. 
The poet, Maya Angelou, said, “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t 
go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands; you need to be 
able to throw something back.” Are your hands poised in catcher’s 
mitts only ready to receive or have your life’s experiences positioned 
you to grasp the hand of another and begin to give back what you’ve 
learned? How are you using your hands to influence others at home, 
on the job, church, the beauty salon, and in the community?  

The 2012 Sisters Touching Agreeing & Networking with Dignity 
(S.T.A.N.D.) Women’s Conference will explore mentoring through 

the theme, STAND Hand in Hand. The theme scripture is the result of having a hand in 
hand relationship with another person.

  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know  
that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel. 

 —Philippians 1:27(NIV)

It is a great pleasure to invite you to the 2012 S.T.A.N.D. National Women’s Conference. 
Through keynote messages by outstanding women and many parallel sessions, the conference 
presents an overview of the need, as well as the scriptural mandate for sisters to link up, hand 
in hand and help navigate others through life’s journey for the advancement of the kingdom.
 
—Sheila B.

An  Ou t r e a ch  f o r  a l l  Women
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Masquerade Party 
Join us for a fun, sister to sister 
masquerade party and surprise us with 
your own flare. Prizes will be given for 
the most unique mask.

Father i Stretch: 
Meditation & Yoga Classes 
Don't miss the Father i Stretch Meditation 
& Yoga classes:  
6:30am | Tuesday & Wednesday
3:00pm | Wednesday CERTIFICATION TRACKS
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OTHER SPECIAL FEATURES!

S T A N D
S P E A K E R S

PRAYER ROOM
Rev. Carlyn Houston & Rev. Ella Tharpe  
will have a team available daily to pray  
for and with you.   

SISTER CHATS
A time to network and fellowship, and  
discuss the benefits and challenges of  
being a sister.

	 • Pastors' wives
 • Ministers' wives
 •  Other Women in Christian Service 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

AN OUTREACH FOR ALL WOMEN

AN OUTREACH FOR ALL WOMEN

AN OUTREACH FOR ALL WOMEN

AN OUTREACH FOR ALL WOMEN

ONE ON ONE CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
(Confidential Christian counseling with a licensed 
Christian counselor)

Celebrating Mothers Continued...

All three of these women had 
various stories of how they became 
mothers, much like many in our 
society today.  As well, mothers, 
today, have many roles they have to 
play as well as many hats to wear. 
But whatever brought a person to 
experience motherhood really does 
not matter.  But what does matter 
is that mothers for generations have 
been used by God to nurture and 
cultivate a generation of children to 
release the greatness of God from 
within them.

Therefore, as Mother’s Day is 
approaching in America this 
weekend, we need to honor and 
celebrate mothers.  I heard once 
that every generation is pregnant 
with the next move of God.  If this 
statement is true, then mothers will 
forever have a “job.”  LONG LIVE 
MOTHERS!!!

Dr. Shirley Clark is an ordained elder 
as well as a freelance writer and 
prolific author of over 17 books.  
She is a sought out ghostwriter 
of which her writings have been 
featured in various local and national 
publications: The Potter’s House 
of Dallas, TX Ministerial Affairs 
Newsletter, Epitome & Beyond 
Borders Magazine, Bible Schools, 
business journals and non-profit 
organizations.  For the past 12 years, 
Dr. Clark and her husband, Thurman, 
have been the owners and CEO’s of 
Clark’s Consultant Group of which 
Jabez Books Writers’ Agency is 
one of the departments.  Dr. Clark 
loves writing and appreciates any 
opportunity she can to share the 
love of Jesus with others.
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