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Hello from Pastor Kristin 
Hello everyone! 

What a great church Desert Foothills United Methodist is! Since our last 
newsletter so much has happened! I thought I would take a moment to 
cover some of it. It is just a sampling of the huge number of things that 
go on at our church. 

In the fall we had a wonderful worship series of musically inspired 
sermons where our own congregation members sang and our choir 
performed beautiful songs that we truly enjoyed. They are so talented! 

The children of the church gathered in the fall and again before Christmas 
to learn songs and sing for the church. On Christmas Eve they even 
performed a wonderful musical for the whole church at the family service! 

Our congregation supported children in foster care group homes for a 
Thanksgiving dinner and with additional resources for the holidays. Children received clothing, toys, 
and food through the community cooperation with our congregation! 

We successfully gathered mountains of gifts for the children in Mexico once again. This tradition 
means so much to the people at Fuente De Vida Church. It is often the only Christmas present they 
receive. We also collected a huge amount of clothing and towels for the homeless adults near the 
church in Mexico. The building of the facility is ongoing and very successful. 

Our church office has been very busy updating our database, software, and hardware. In the 
coming months there will be training for those who help in the office. But there will also be an 
opportunity for all of us to learn how this resource can be used to connect us more! 

The stewardship campaign, "Earn all you can, Save all you can, give all you can" based on John 
Wesley's teachings was very helpful for our congregation. Thank you to everyone who has already 
pledged and if you have not yet had the opportunity or are new to our congregation, you can 
pledge online at our website at www.desertfoothills.org or pick up a pledge card from the church. 
Very soon we will begin a new class based on Dave Ramsey's "Financial Peace University." We 
believe that if we are enslaved in debt and spending, we will always struggle to serve God and be 
who we were really created to be.  

Our Stephen Ministry is partnering with other churches in the area to train new Stephen Ministers to 
help listen and pray with people in our churches and community. We are thankful for their time and 
dedication. We have one of the best programs in Phoenix and our leaders are truly committed to 
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Meet our New Youth Director, Michael Minardi 

An interview with Maureen Kartchner 
 

Where are you from, Michael? 

I am originally from Prescott, AZ. However, I was born in Kansas City, Kansas and moved to 
Phoenix when I was three years old. I lived in Phoenix until I was nine and then moved to 
Prescott. 

 

Are you attending College? 

I am currently in graduate school at Grand Canyon University pursuing my Master’s degree in 
Counseling. 

 

When did you feel called to work with youth? 

I had the calling to work with youth when I was in my last year of undergraduate college. 

supporting people who are in crisis, grief and/or need. 

We were blessed in the office by the gifts and cards that so many of you sent to all of us. We 
nibbled throughout the season and truly appreciate your kindness! 

In January our congregation's leaders gathered to discuss the future of our church and the 
possibilities as we enter our 25th year of ministry as a church. We will be working together to 
determine the best path forward for our new mission and the discipleship of our congregation. A 
part of our area of consideration is how we reach new people in Ahwatukee and beyond. We have 
a wonderful church and we want to share the message of hope and love for all people! Thanks to 
everyone who is already praying for this! 

We are coming close to the season of Lent. On March 1st, we will worship together for 
Ash Wednesday at a special service at 7PM in the sanctuary. During the season of Lent we will 
have Lenten classes for you to join. Watch the bulletin and emails for more information.  

During Holy Week we will gather for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as we prepare for Easter 
Morning. Mark you calendars for this wonderful part of the Christian journey! Please join us in 
praying for the people who will join us for these holy services. 

Finally, I am interested in learning more about each of you. If you have a special collection or 
hobby, would you be willing to let me know about it? I would really enjoy finding out more about 
what you love! 

What a wonderful congregation!  

 - Pastor Kristin 

A Note from Pastor Kristin (cont.) 
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Stephen Ministry is your Ministry 
 

Are you hurt and brokenhearted? Have you been wounded by someone or something? There is only 
one true Healer, and it is almighty God. However, one of the ways the Lord heals us is through 
others. In John 13:34, Jesus commands the body of believers to love one another as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. 

Stephen Ministry exists to provide distinctively Christian care to hurting and troubled people on a 
one-on-one basis for as long as it takes for healing to occur. We do this by coming alongside the 
hurting person to be there to listen, encourage, pray and talk. And it isn’t just big needs that 
qualify. If it’s your need, it’s not little! 

Anyone facing a crisis or just experiencing difficult times is welcome to contact Stephen Ministry at 
stephenministry@desertfoothills.org or Pastor Kristin at kristin@desertfoothills.org or (480)460-1025 
and you’ll be referred to a Stephen Minister. 

 

 - Dave Gould, Stephen Leader 

Stephen Ministry 

If you could have a new car right now, what would you choose? 

It would be a BMW. 

 

What is your favorite flavor of  ice cream? 

My favorite is vanilla. 

 

Which is better, McDonald’s or Burger King? 

I prefer McDonald’s over Burger King. 

 

What do you listen to when you are driving in your car? 

I listen to alternative rock and some Christian music. 

 

What’s your favorite movie? 

My favorite movies are all the Star Wars movies. 

 

Thank you Michael! 

Meet our New Youth Director, Michael Minardi (cont.) 
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Christian Education 

Saturday Morning Women’s Discussion Group 
 

All women of the church are invited to our second-Saturday-of-every-
month 8:30 A.M. breakfast/discussion group. We  meet at the home of 
Marianne Hutchinson, 11207 S. Talavi Lane, (480) 496-4313. Everyone 
brings a breakfast item to share. Those who attend take turns leading 
the discussion, based this year on the book "Faith Is Not A  Feeling" by 
Ney Bailey. Do come and join this warm  fellowship!   

 

 - Marianne Hutchinson 

Pastor’s Lenten Study 
 

During the season of Lent (March 1-April 16) we examine our hearts and 
orient ourselves to the Good News of Jesus. Each week during Lent, the 
group will read a section of Scripture and reflect spiritually on the passage 
together, ending in prayer. There is no prerequisite study. Perfect for those 
new to the faith or who are seeking to connect with God in a deeper way. 
This class will be offered in traditional, weekly classroom format. It will also 
be available in a new, experimental online format on Facebook. See the 
Narthex to sign up or contact Pastor Kristin for more information. 

 

 - Pastor Kristin 

Hospitality 
Thoughts From Hospitality... 
 

Humility, hospitality, and loving-kindness; simplicity and deliberation — all are God-shaped qualities 
of life. To have all the mind that was in Christ, however, means that these qualities flow from 
Christ’s holiness and righteousness in us through loving actions toward others. 
 
 – Paul Wesley Chilcote. A Life-Shaping Prayer: 52 Meditations in the Wesleyan Spirit 
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Trustees 

Trustees, or What's up with the 
Church Property? 
The Trustees are happy to report we have 
lots of projects underway to maintain and 
utilize the church property. New paint (new 
color!) for the sanctuary, Charlotte Benefiel 
memorial tree, bequest policy, and exterior 
improvements are some or our projects for 
quarter. We also need your help at the 
Spring Clean-Up Day. 

 - Kevin Chadwick, Trustees President 

 

Spring Workday! 
DFUMC Trustees count 
on volunteers to help 
keep our property 
looking great. Our spring 2017 workday is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 18.  Please 
put this on your calendar and plan to show up to 
shine up our building, inside and out, for Easter.  
Inside we'll be cleaning dust and cobwebs from 
those hard to reach spots, washing windows and 
other light work. Outside, we typically work on 
irrigation lines, clean windows or maintain the 
prayer garden. The workday runs from 8 til noon, 
and you can come for all morning or just an 
hour. Join us for a fellowship, snacks, and a little 
work. 

Community 
One of the goals of the Trustees is to reach out 
to the community through use of our building. 
Preschool, music lessons, quilters and other non-
church related groups rent parts of the building 
when not needed for church activities. Rents go 
into the church general fund. 

Interested parties can contact the church office 
for more information. 

 

Paint! 
We plan to brighten up the 
sanctuary with a new paint color 
this spring. Watch for paint samples on the 
walls, and let us know your opinion on the 
color choices. Thanks to Pat Lawlis for 
heading up the color selection effort. 

Bequests 
Trustees are responsible for receiving and 
administering gifts made to the congregation, 
including gifts from estates. Trustees and the Ad 
Council have approved new policies for gift 
acceptance and for a permanent endowment 
fund. If you want to consider including the 
church in your estate plan, contact the Trustees, 
pastor or church office.  

Memorial Tree 
Have you noticed the 
new shade tree in front 
of the church? The 
Chinese elm is a 
memorial to Charlotte 
Benefiel, funded with 
memorial gifts that 
included the adjacent 
bench. Stop and reflect or have a 
conversation sometime. 
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Best Day of the Week 
 
When I was a child, I loved to go to church. My mom played the organ and my dad was a part of 
the sound and visuals team. Both were in choir. I remember spending long hours at church while 
mom practiced or dad had to run new cable for events. Wednesday nights were always “Church 
night” while they practiced for two hours with the choir. I grew up hanging out at church and 
loving every minute. 

When I was a student in youth, I looked forward to every event. I loved the retreats, the special 
“Destination Unknowns” and especially the weekly youth program. But most of all, I enjoyed the 
people who I was able to spend time with. I loved to go to church! 

I think back on these times and I realize that as I grew up, Sundays were the best days of the 
week. But there were times that I remember not wanting to go. When I was tired or sick. When I 
was in high school and busy with everything else. It was easy to just not go. But then I would 
remember how much better I felt when I was there. How it felt to talk to others and hear that I 
was not alone. That God loved me always no matter how hard my week had been. I realized that 
the hard weeks, when I did not want to be there…those were the times I needed to go the most. 

I see this in my own kids and the kids that I have worked with over the years and even in the 
adults I know. Perhaps you have young children or grandchildren and you are starting to see a 
trend of less than enthusiastic desire to come to Sunday school or youth and church. One of the 
best methods I know to turn this around is to start early in the week and keep mentioning how 
much you are looking forward to being in Church. How much you are needing to be with people 
who remember your name and to be in a place where God has promised to be with you offering 
forgiveness, grace and the strength needed to get through the hard times. Keep talking about how 
much you are looking forward to being where God will come to you and assure you of God’s 
abundant love. And by the way, I have found that this is a pretty effective reminder for ourselves, 
an encouragement we often need as well. It actually helps to keep us focused and looking forward 
to being gathered with the people of God and receiving what we need most from God.            

And that is important, for each one of us do have the same critical need of God’s grace and 
forgiveness. Maybe you don’t have any children or grandchildren, but you are a new creation in 
God that needs to be cared for and loved. Perhaps you have been feeling and hearing that inner 
voice say, “I don’t want to go,”  “I’m tired,”  I don’t feel like it.” I know there are days that I don’t 
feel like going as well…but those are the times when I need to go the most! 

Children of God, start telling yourself and/or your kids early in the week how much you are looking 
forward to Sunday, for truly it is the best day of the week – the day when you get to receive what 
God has promised to give you, right where God has promised to give it – what you need most –
grace, mercy, forgiveness and strength. I look forward to seeing you Sunday, truly the Best Day of 
the Week!   

 - Pastor Kristin Hansen 

Pastor Kristin 
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Witness 
Family Promise 
DFUMC hosts Family Promise-February 19-
26 

Recently I attended the Jan 14 
DFUMC retreat where we reviewed our 
strengths as a church as caring, hospitable, 
and mission oriented. Those strengths 
speak to gifts and opportunities called upon 
us to support our week of Family Promise. 
Our hosting week is February 19-26 with 
an additional week June 18-25. It takes 
many volunteers to make our week run 
smoothly. Not only do we provide nutritious 
and filling evening meals and a safe place 
to sleep, and clean bedding; we provide 
comfort, conversation, a listening ear, 
prayer, and hope.  

Please take a moment to look at the google 
doc link found in the weekly email 
announcements or sign up sheet in narthex 
to see if there is a  volunteer spot you can 
fill. Our volunteer spots include providing 
dinner, acting as dinner hosts, and sleeping 
at church as overnight hosts. Family 
Promise requires 2 adults to fill the nightly 
overnight volunteer spots. This is an area 
where we are in need of volunteers. Please 
consider if this is a ministry opportunity you 
can fulfill. Contact Jill Kyroudis-
 jillak@prodigy.net, Susan Osman-
susan@desertfoothills.org or Mark Osman-
 markosman@gmail.com for details. 

Spiritual gifts are not our talents or skills. 
They are the grace of God at work within 
us, empowering us to match our deep 
passions with the world’s deep need. The 
gifts are given to individuals, but they are 
given to build and strengthen community 
and to meet the needs of those around us. 
(from umc.org). 

 

 - Jill Kyroudis 

 

40/40 Challenge for Lent! 
 

The season of Lent is almost here! This year, I 
would like to invite all of you to take the 40/40 
challenge with me. 

Over the 40 days of Lent - we will do 40 minutes 
of exercise. That's 40 minutes a day for 
40 days.  WE GOT THIS! 

You can do ANY kind of exercise you like: biking, 
running, walking, hiking, swimming, sit ups, calf 
raises...calf roping...you get the idea. So every 
day, for the 40 days of Lent you do 40 minutes 
of exercise. WHY? It's a wonderful opportunity to 
focus your mind on Christ, and do something 
good for your body, mind and soul. I took the 
challenge 5 years ago, and it made a tremendous 
difference for me. It led me to running and Run 
for God and a habit I continue - to be active and 
seek a healthy lifestyle - both spiritually and 
physically. 

We have a Facebook group page, [DF] Fit - and 
there is a 40/40 Facebook group as well. It is 
pretty cool to see the friendships and 
encouragement nationwide! I will be on both 
pages - and hope to see you there too!! Post 
your successes and your struggles, you will be 
encouraged and prayed with and celebrated 
along the way. This is a personal spiritual 
journey, shared with others. On the days when 
you need to be reminded to stay the course and 
push through -  the days you're tired, or your 
feet hurt, or your kids are sick but you still need 
to get your 40 minutes in.... lean on God and 
share how He brings you through with the 
group! The encouragement and friendships that 
form are powerful. Lent starts March 1– let's do 
this. I'll be with you - and I would love to hear 
your stories along the way, and after 
Easter. Questions, contact Jill Sears 
at jilpada@cox.net or on Facebook ask to join 
the group [DF]Fit and/or the 40/40 Challenge. It 
would be very cool for the social media world to 
see what Desert Foothills is doing for Lent!  

 

 -Jill Sears 
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Mother’s Day Boxes 

Since the year 2002 DFUMC has given a gift to each of the women of our partner church, Fuente de 
Vida. That gift is a shoebox full of items that will delight our sisters. Mother’s Boxes are given to our 
sisters to help them celebrate Mother’s Day, which is May 10 each year. For the 16th year, we will 
again give those shoebox gifts; this year we will provide 70 of these boxes.  

Once again Annetta Harwood will lead this ministry.  If you have questions, you may reach Annetta 
at randy111149@hotmail.com. 

Be sure to pick up an empty shoebox, complete with a list of suggested items, and then mark your 
calendars with these dates: 

March 12:  Boxes available for pickup in the church narthex; there will be a sheet for you to 
“sign out” your box. 
April 12:  Last day for boxes to be returned to DFUMC (Be sure to check off your name on 
the sign up page.) 
April 18-19:  Boxes delivered to Pastora Gela, Fuente de Vida Mexican Methodist Church 

Although this list will be included inside each box, it is given here to start you thinking about how 
you will bless the woman who receives YOUR box. Remember: this is supposed to be a joyful time 
for you as you shop for your sister! When we asked the women last year what items in their boxes 
brought them the most excitement, their answer was jewelry and makeup! 

Missions 
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The Missions Committee is challenging EACH WOMAN at DFUMC to search through her jewelry box 
and select ONE (or more) PIECES OF JEWELRY with which she can part. Just ONE piece (OR MORE)
…that shouldn’t be too hard!   

There will be a basket on the table in the narthex to receive your donations. The jewelry will be 
placed in a box or beautiful bag to be added to any boxes that are returned without a piece of 
jewelry in them.   

If you are certain that your box is FULL with appropriate items, please put your name on it on a slip 
of paper and we will know that it is ready to go!  (Remember the jewelry!) 

Suggestions to include in the Mother’s Box: 

Jewelry and pierced earrings (especially dangles), shampoo, body lotion, soap or body wash (no 
bubble bath), toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, brush, makeup (including lipstick), nail polish, hair 
ornaments, new socks, a pretty little figurine for the home, small note pad and pen, small kitchen 
items (paring knife, “scrubbies, sponges), hand towels and wash cloths, dish towels and dish cloths, 
and other items that touch your heart!                   

Some things to keep in mind about this ministry: 

 Mexican bathrooms do not have bathtubs, so do not select bath items like bath fizzies or bubble 
bath. 

 Mexican ladies really enjoy American chocolate, so a chocolate candy bar or M&Ms...any kind of 
chocolate makes them smile! 

 Before you return your box, please put a rubber band around it, to keep all of the items securely 
in the box. If your box is totally full, you may put your name on it. That way, when we assure 
that the boxes are full, we will know that yours is ready to go! 

 Please take the price tags off of the treasures in your box 

 In addition to the jewelry and makeup, they expressed their thanks for a new paring knife. They 
don’t have much opportunity to have their knives sharpened, so a new, sharp knife is 
appreciated. 

 

 - Jane Peterson, Missions Committee 

Missions 

Mother’s Day Boxes (cont.) 



10 

Have you experienced a time when you saw an opportunity, right in front of you, that you knew, 
down deep, was not coincidence…it was a “God incidence”?   

Last Monday. February 6, 2017, one of our DFUMC members happened to pass by what looked like 
bins and boxes of clothing, put out on the curb, amid rusty pieces of iron 
and a pool ladder, for “bulk trash.” She was tired and thought, “I’ll come 
back tomorrow and look at this.” But some nudge told her to get out of 
her car and look NOW. It appeared to be rather nice clothing, so with 
some difficulty, she managed to put the 3 large bins and 2 full boxes in 
her car. Later, at home, she looked into the bins and found nice children’s 
clothing (including shoes) and baby clothing and blankets and new nail 
polish.  

She knew that DFUMC had projects for all of these finds. She washed what needed to be washed 
and separated (and counted) the baby items and the children’s clothing. She put them back in bins 
and put the “count” on the front and then took a picture.  

Most of the clothing and shoes will go to Kyrene Family Resource Center, with some going to our 
Mexico partner church; baby clothes will come to DFUMC for our layette program; and the nail 
polish will be brought to DFUMC  for the Mother’s Boxes. 

The blessings, in total, are: 
To Kyrene Family Resource Center:  161+ 104 + 103 = 368 
pieces of nice clothing for all ages and 6 pairs of  really nice 
shoes for school age boys and girls 
To the Mexican Methodist Church:  70 pieces of nice clothing 
for all ages 
To DFUMC for layettes:  117 baby items, including clothes, 
blankets, toys, towels 

Altogether, there were 561 useful, quality pieces of clothing, baby items, and shoes.  What a 
blessing to all of these organizations! 

This story is NOT about the person who did this; that’s why she wants her name withheld. It’s about 
OPENING OUR EYES FOR THE OPPORTUNITIES GOD PUTS BEFORE US.  IT’S ALSO ABOUT BEING 
WILLING TO “HEAR THE VOICE” OR “ACKNOWLEDGE THE NUDGE” OF GOD’S OPPORTUNITIES, 
OFTEN RIGHT IN FRONT OF US. 

Interestingly, when she passed by the same house the next day, the bulk trash trucks were on that 
street, and all of the remaining “bulk trash” items were gone.  Had she chosen to wait… 

Missions 

Looking for God’s Opportunity—Right in Front of Us 
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Turn your purchasing power into MISSION POWER. 

Desert Foothills UMC Missions is part of AmazonSmile. 
By registering your existing or new Amazon account 
with the AmazonSMILE program, you can 
automatically have 0.5% of your Amazon purchases 
go directly to DFUMC missions.  Our last check from 
Amazon Smile (deposited to DFUMC account on Feb. 
7) was $54.50!! That can buy a lot of diapers for our 
layette ministry or toys to help fill the Feliz Navidad 
bags or underwear for the Kyrene Family Resource 
Center. AND ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS SIGN UP.  t costs you NOTHING and DFUMC MISSIONS 
GETS PAID when you shop! 

HOW DO YOU MAKE THIS HAPPEN?? 

Just go to www.smile.amazon.com and create an account. If you already have an Amazon account, 
you can use your existing account. Search for Desert Foothills United Methodist Church – select it 
as your charity of choice.Then, do all your future shopping by going through the SMILE.AMAZON 
portal (www.smile.amazon.com) rather than amazon.com. In the future, 0.5% of everything you 
buy will be given to DFUMC missions. When you enter smile.amazon.com, the system will display 
your chosen charity as Desert Foothills UMC (usually at the top left side of your screen). Your 
charity will remain DFUMC as long as you wish – and you can change it as many times as you like, 
if you ever want your 0.5% to go to a different charity. 

It’s easy.  … set-it-once and it’s done. The only thing to remember is to use the 
SMILE.AMAZON.COM portal. It’s a terrific way to help fund DFUMC missions – and it costs you 
nothing extra. Several of us have started using it and verified that Amazon does not increase the 
price of items purchased through smile.amazon.com (they are the same price as amazon.com).  

So -- If you ever shop at Amazon.com, please start using www.smile.amazon.com today. 

If you have questions or need help registering, please feel free to contact Dwight Daniels – talk to 
him at church, by phone (480-962-4588) or by email (dwight.d@cox.net).  

The sum of our collective purchasing power will help others-- 
and help make disciples. 

What could be better? 

Missions 

Amazon Smile 
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Rojas Home Construction, Agua Prieta, Mexico 
 

Desert Foothills UMC, along with Fuente de Vida Mexican Methodist Church, is in the process of 
building a house for the Rojas Valdez family. You may remember that this family was “adopted” by 
Fuente de Vida and DFUMC in 2008, when their mother Graciela was killed, leaving a family of 8 
children without a parent. The children were separated and sent to different relatives in different 
cities. The children kept writing to Pastora Gela and their plea was to be brought back to their home 
at Fuente de Vida community. DFUMC and Fuente de Vida brought them back to Agua Prieta in 
early 2009, where the women of the Fuente de Vida church became their mothers and provided 
meals, washed clothing, accompanied them to and from school each day, gave homework help, and 
more. The family has been residing in an old 10’ x 50’ house trailer, which is really deteriorating. 
Since the family has a piece of land left by their mother, DFUMC and Fuente de Vida decided to 
build a house for the remaining family members. At this exact time, DFUMC Missions received a 
large donation from a family outside of DFUMC for our Mexico ministry. These funds are being used 
to build the house. One of the Rojas family members, Manuel, is married with a one-year-old boy 
and is raising the other children. They are excited to watch their home being constructed, and they 
work on the construction constantly.   

On January 26-28, 2017 a team of three DFUMC members went to Agua Prieta to install the kitchen 
cabinets, which DFUMC had purchased from Craigslist. These three DFUMC men are Joe Marr, John 
Hall, and Eric Peterson.  Here are two pictures from this project: the cabinets being unloaded at 
DFUMC from the Craigslist seller and a picture of the completed kitchen cabinet installation. Pictured 
unloading cabinets are Ed Jones, Joe Marr, Frank Benefiel, and Eric Peterson. Pictured in the kitchen 
are Manuel, his wife Adriana, son Manuelito, Pastora Gela, Associate Pastor Armando, Associate 
Pastor Kiko. DFUMC Missions will be going to work on this home later this year. The need for our 
help is being evaluated, as the work continues. 

 

 - Jane Peterson, Missions Committee

Missions 
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Feliz Navidad Bags 

 

On February 12, 2017 a video was played in 
both services about this ministry.  We were 
delighted to see the happy faces of the children 
who received the bags of gifts that were 
prepared just for them for Christmas 2016. 

DFUMC and our two partner churches, Tempe 
First UMC and Red Mountain UMC, prepared 
with love each bag for a specific child. DFUMC 
did the lion’s share of the bags; we prepared 
89 out of 201 bags! The bags were augmented 
and finalized at DFUMC on Dec. 3 with 16 people participating.  

On December 8, 2016 all of the bags were delivered to Pastora Gela, Pastor of Fuente de Vida 
Mexican Methodist Church. Upon receiving the bags, Pastor Gela commented that seeing them all 
made her heart feel “so full” and that she could see that God’s touch was on each bag. What a 
testimony for this ministry!   

Pastora Gela and Associate Pastor Armando of Fuente de Vida Church met us in Douglas, AZ at 
the storage location and helped us unload the bags into the storage locker. This was, again, a 
HUGE undertaking!  

The Mexican church Christmas party was held on December 14 and the pastors reported that the 
children were excited to receive so many things that they really wanted, along with things like 
school supplies, which they really needed.  The pastors, church members, and parents send their 
thanks to DFUMC, Tempe 1st UMC, and Red Mountain UMC, who partnered to provide the bags. 

This year we were excited to receive a LARGE bag containing “thank you” notes from many of the 
children. Missions sorted the notes and identified which church each note belonged to and sent 
Tempe First UMC and Red Mountain UMC their notes. Marianne Hutchinson graciously translated 
each note for DFUMC and we posted many of them on the bulletin board in the DFUMC narthex.  
Please be sure to stop and look at the notes. Here are pictures of two of them that are 
representative of those we received. When the display of notes is soon removed, we will give 
each note to the donor of that child. Maybe YOUR child wrote a note!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions 
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Missions 

Thank you for being the “adoptive parents” for these children. These gifts are, in most cases, the 
only Christmas presents they receive. Your generosity made a wonderful Christmas for these 
families. On their behalf, the DFUMC Missions Committee thanks you! Pictures of the 2016 
Christmas party, including many young, happy faces, can be seen on the web at:  

https://goo.gl/photos/CwHcBXt5zsCfBfYf6 

 

 - Jane Peterson, Missions Committee 

Feliz Navidad Bags (cont.) 
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Church Office 

 

Mats for Homeless 

 
You are invited! 
WHO:  ANYONE INTERESTED! 
WHAT:  Making mats for people experiencing 
homelessness in our city 
WHEN:  The first Monday of every moth from 1-
3pm, next meeting will be March 6 
WHERE :  The Ahwatukee Family Foothills 
YMCA, 1030 E Liberty Ln 
 
Y OPAS - the  Outreach Program of the YMCA 
for Ahwatukee Seniors is making mats out of 
"plarn" that is plastic yarn - made from plastic 
grocery bags. Upcycling at its best! The bags are 
folded and cut and wound into balls of plarn that 
are then crocheted into mats that protect from 
dampness and dirt. Bring plastic bags if you 
have them  - and we will show you how it's 
done. This is a great opportunity to meet new 
people and do good for our community. You do 
not have to be a Y member or a Y OPAS 
member - join us !  

 

 - Jill Sears 

Community 

 

Coming Soon—Selfie Sunday! 
 

The office has been working on moving our 
church database from Shelby to cloud 
based, ShelbyNext, for many months! With 
this new database, each of us will be able 
to view our own attendance and giving 
history and the church directory through a 
free App! Small group leaders will be able 
to track attendance with their phones or 
tablets! 

Watch for Selfie-Sunday date where we will 
have in-house demonstrations on the app 
and be adding selfie pictures of each of us 
for our new church directory! 

 - Stephanie Giel 
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Lent and Easter Worship Services 
 

The first Sunday of Lent is Sunday, March 5. 

Ash Wednesday:  

March 1, 7-8pm 

Palm Sunday 

April 9, 9am and 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday 

April 13, 7-8pm 

Good Friday 

April 14, 7-8pm 

Easter Sunday, April 16 

Contemporary Service 9am 

Traditional Service 10:30am 

Childcare available in the nursery during all worship services. 

Lent & Easter Worship 
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Your DFUMC Volunteer Leaders and Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Kristin Hansen 

Choir Director: Leia Wasbotten 

Finance Director: Susan Osman 

Office Staff: Sallie King and Stephanie Giel 

Praise Band Director: Charles Wolff 

Youth Leader: Michael Minardi 

Ad Council Chairperson: John Doller 

Ad Council Vice Chairperson: Scott Moynahan 

Christian Education Chairperson: John Doller 

Finance Chairperson: Kevin Dietriech 

Hospitality Chairperson: Sallie King 

Lay Leader: Karen Colbourn 

Lay Members to Annual Conference: Karen Colbourn and Susanne Rudolph 

Social Committee Chairperson: Dennis Wilson 

Stephen Ministry Leaders: Deb Browning, Dave Gould Maureen Kartchner, Bette Knoche 

Trustees President: Kevin Chadwick 

Witness Committee Chairpersons: Jill Sears 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2156 E. Liberty Lane 

Phoenix, AZ 85048 

(480)460-1025 

www.desertfoothills.org 

 

DFUMC 


