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May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

 

 

 

3 

1:30 One Oak Place 

Bible study 

 

6:00 pm Bible Study at 

the Anonsen’s 

4  

National Day of 

Prayer  

 

10:00 am Trollwood 

Bible study 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7  

9:30 am Worship 

Service 

 

11:00 Quest 

 

11:15 Education Classes 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

1:30 One Oak Place 

Bible study 

 

 

 

11 

10:00 am Trollwood 

Bible study 

12 

 

13 

 

14 Mother’s Day 

9:30 am Worship 

Service 

 

11:00 Quest 

 

11:15 Education Classes 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

1:30 One Oak Place 

Bible study 

 

6:00 pm Bible Study at 

the Anonsen’s 

18 

10:00 am Trollwood 

Bible study 

 

6:50 Ladies movie night 

at the parsonage 

 

19 20 

 

21 

9:30 am Worship 

Service 

 

11:00 Quest 

 

11:15 Education Classes 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

1:30 One Oak Place 

Bible study 

 

6:00 Leadership Team 

Meeting 

 

25 

10:00 am Trollwood 

Bible study 

 

26 

Missions Trip Fundraiser 

selling brots at 

Hornbacker’s 

27 

Missions Trip Fundraiser 

selling brots at 

Hornbacker’s 

28 

9:30 am Worship 

Service 

 

 

 

29 

Memorial Day 
 

30 

7:00 pm Stitch Group 
31   

 

 

Great Plains' Harmony meets at 

7:00 pm  Thursday’s 

 

23rd Jeff and Jennifer Grieve 

 anniversary 

24th  Erika Monatukwa birthday 

30th Ivan Johnson birthday 

 



April 11, 2017 Leadership Team Meeting 

 

Present: Stefanie Robinson, Cal Lindstrom, Craig Monatukwa, Laura Hager, Sheila Anonsen, Chris 

Walker, Steve Parkman, Jennifer Grieve 

  

Absent: Steve Anonsen 

  

1-Open in Prayer 

  

2-Go through task of service roles within the church 

  

3-Neighboring- 

Sent Postcards –Next mailing Fall of 2017 

This summer-Look into Welcome to the Neighborhood group/service 

Picnic-July 11 

Pen give-away around the church neighborhood before the picnic 

Games and picnic-5:30-7 

Benson Family Singers Concert-7-8pm (Jennifer will follow up with requirements and general 

plan) 

4-Ken's Neighboring Email 

  

5-Internet Proposal-Rex's proposal 

Midco 

Sheila will contact Rex with 4 question to follow up 

A big thank to Rex for his research 

  

6-Children's Church 

Quest-Not a critical mass-Lance & Charity will finish the school year 

Numbers are always a hit and miss 

Pray about what to do next 

Church times stays 

  

7-VBC 

GO FISH material 

August 7-11th (8:30-11:45-noon) 

Recruiting starting 

Same format as 2016 (Breakfast/Lunch) 

Promo ready for Sunday 4/16/17 

Items to Ponder: 

How do we reach our neighborhood? 

How to build a continued relationship with those who come? 

  

8-McKinley 

Candy given to teachers 

Connie reported back that Cheryl (Principal of McKinley) and they are still interested 

  



 

9-Everest- 

Pastor of church in Moorhead 

Looking for a place to worship 

  

10-Budget Discussion 

  

11-Strategic Topics 

Christian Education 

Which parts are for attenders and which are for reaching out? 

The 4 Es (Encourage, Encounter, Embrace, Engage) 

  

12-Northwest Annual Meeting 

Steve and Sheila will go 

Laura will go 

Cal and Kristi will go 

  

13-Covenant Annual Meeting (Detroit, MI) 

Cal is going 

 



 April 25, 2017 Leadership Team Minutes 
 

Present: Steve Anonsen, Cal Lindstrom, Stefanie Robinson, Laura Hager, Sheila Anonsen, Christina Walker, 

Steve Parkman 

  

Visitor:  Everest, leader of the Congolese Church 

  

Open in prayer 

 

Congolese Church Discussion-Abundant Life Church 

LT in agreement to rent space for their church 

Hours to express flexibility 

Congolese Church feels as it must meet on Sunday 

Working with Covenant regarding insurance (Cal) 

End of the year re-evaluation 

 

Summer Picnic-July 11, 2017 

Sheila will make:  Bulletin Insert-Picnic Committee (looking for 2-3 to coordinate) 

Food Coordinator 

Games Coordinator 

Advertising Coordinator 

Outreach Coordinator-Laura 

Concert Coordinator-Jennifer 

 

Mobile Version 

Steve and Sheila along with Lydia and Oliver will be at looking at the mobile version. 

 

VBS Update by Chris and Jennifer 

 

Children's Ministry Update 

 

Membership Class offered in the fall 

 

Spiritual Gifts offered in the fall.  Possible Sunday School class? 

 

Laura will work with Cal about Sunday School 

 

Sundays that Cal will be gone 

Ideas:  Mike King from Youth for Christ, Steve A., Justin from Intervarsity 

May 7-Troy is speaking 

June 4- 

June 25-Steve Anonsen 

July 23- 

July 30-Mission Team sharing 
September 17-Dale Lusk (From Covenant Missions) 

 

 Small Group Updates 

 

May meeting on May 24 at 6pm 



Red = opportunities for congregation. 

Blue = Leadership Team action items 

 

Minutes from Grace Covenant Church  

Business Meeting - April 30th, 2017 

 

26 people in attendance: Laura Hager, Craig Monatukwa, Daniel Monatukwa, Juliet Monatukwa, Kristi 

Lindstrom, Cal Lindstrom, Linda O’Donnell, Greg Boes, Levi Jennings, Ashely Lee, Connie Howitson, Rex 

Howitson, Diana Knecht, Steve Parkman, Adam Walker, Laurens Robinson, Jerry Lammers, Karen Lam-

mers, Char Meester, Ken Meester, Meldine Tang, Ivan Johnson, Steve Anonsen, Sheila Anonsen, Patti 

Treibert, Lauren Treibert 

 

Steve Anonsen opened with reminder of Galatians 2:20 and prayer 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 

Leadership Team Role Review (from March to January) 
Nominations - Jennifer Grieve  
Mutual Ministry - Chris Walker (Jennifer Grieve as sub)  
Secretary - Chris Walker  
Vice Chair (sub for chair, participate in Mutual Ministry):  Laura Hager  
Chair - Steve Anonsen 
Finance - Steve Parkman 
Conduit to Family / Children's Ministry - Stefanie Robinson 
Conduit / Cheerleader for Lake Beauty - Chris Walker 
Neighboring Next Steps - Cal and Laura 
 
Renting space to Congolese Church:  Leadership team is moving forward with idea of renting space to Con-
golese Church.  Theology is slightly more conservative than ours, worship style is more energetic.  About 25 
adults / 25 kids currently.  Would use dedicated time on Sunday afternoons from ~1:30-4:30. May eventu-
ally use additional / flexible time on some nights but adaptable to our schedule as needs arise.  No intent to 
merge congregations.  May mix and mingle at some events like summer picnic, maybe some kids’ 
events.  Concern raised:  being able to maintain dedicated space for Kids of Grace ministry - already feeling 
hampered by space footprint of Preschool shared space.  Answer:  No discussion of need for ongoing space 
footprint from the Congolese church.  Understand that things may evolve, will have to keep an eye on 
things.  Planned review at the end of the year to see how things are going on both sides.  Outstanding 
questions remain to investigate regarding insurance, advice from other Covenant Churches that share 
space, etc.  Encouraged by history:  Grace has shared space previously…and the Covenant has a long histo-
ry of ministry in the Congo.   
 

Action Item for LT:  Document concerns regarding space footprint of Preschool / ongoing use of class-
room.  Ideas for resolution / follow-through with both kid’s ministry and preschool. 
 

Action Item for LT:  Assign a liaison from LT for the Congo church - get input from longer-time Knollbrooki-
an who remembers the history with sharing space with Korean church on potential things to keep an eye 
on.  Understand that there will be additional wear and tear on the building, but the monthly rent can be 
used to help address those issues as they arise. 
 



 
Review of Northwest Conference Annual Meeting this weekend in Maple Grove:  Excellent overview on the 
heart of the denomination and priorities. 
Noted:   
• Emphasis on church planting:  By far that has proven the most effective method of building the kingdom 
and reaching those far from Christ. 
• Reaching Millennials:  Reminder that website will be first point of contact and welcoming.  Grace has 
plans in works already to update our site - particularly for mobile viewing.  Reminder to invite those outside 
the church to work alongside you and join in  service projects.  The upcoming generations tend to have 
hearts geared strongly to serve others and the world. 
• Neighboring and Hospitality:  reminder to be willing to host - to open your home.  To start conversations 
and be willing to be inconvenienced.  Huge impact with multi-ethic and multi-generational connections. 
• Cultural Competency:  Remember people aren’t projects.  We are called to love others without an agen-
da.  Perspectives differ and they are valid. Don’t assume you can go into another situation and fix it.    Listen. 
Ask questions.  Listen. 
• Developing Leaders:  delegation is critical.  Biggest cause of burn out can be trying to do everything your-
self.  Invite others in to participate 

Soul Care:  good reminder to take care of your spiritual life.  Quiet time with God in word and prayer. 
 

Mark your calendar: 
ECC Annual Meeting 2017 in Detroit, MI, June 22-24 

NWC 2018 Annual Meeting in Buffalo Minnesota 

ECC Annual Meeting 2018 in Minneapolis 
 

Neighboring Stories from Grace Covenant Church:  How is neighboring going with you?  Reaching out to 
physical neighbors?  Extending conversation and invitations? 

Example 1:  made cookies with grandkids and met two neighbors - received both an invitation to BBQ and 
ongoing playdate invite 

Example 2:  conversation with neighbor outside on way to/from church led to longer conversation about 
church and how that family may look for a church eventually. 
Example 3: Be ready to be inconvenienced and give up time that you may usually spend on other 
things.  Helping one Chinese friend with proofreading an English paper for language / grammar may have 
opened the door to connect with other Chinese students for proofreading. 
Remember:  Neighboring is sometimes scary, but it’s not hard. 
 

In the works:  Identified church neighborhood from 29th - 32nd / Broadway to 10th.  About 150 single family 
homes, 150+ apartment homes.   
Looking for about 10 people to help us extend summer picnic invites in this area along with Cal and Laura 
 

In contact with park board:  can we use the McKinley field this summer - hopefully weekly for kickball and 
hotdogs?  As plans firm, we look forward to inviting the neighborhood with Grace folks joining the fun too. 
 

Hospitality / Neighboring reminder at the church with visitors:  to an outsider - attending church can feel 
like attending someone else’s family reunion.  Awkward.  Be willing to break away from conversation with 
friends to greet newcomers.  Meet people you don’t know.  Leave space at your fellowship tables for new-
comers to join.  Example - our long-time traditional tables - maybe we could split them in two groups and mix 
things up a bit.  Same with big family tables.  Maybe there is a way to mix-and-match sometimes.   



 

Internet upgrade coming:  switching to Midco for church internet service as they complete wiring on the 
north side.  You may see work being done.  Expecting better service with price reduction. 
 

Status of giving:  currently about $7,000 down.  Keeping an eye on things.  Not yet altering plans, but we are 
1/3 of way into the year.  If deficit continues, we may alter plans for fall.  Encourage folks to sign up for 
online giving option as summer approaches and travel schedules get hectic. 
 

Missions trip status:  14 people going (including 4 kids).  All funds raised, plus surplus that will be used as 
seed money for next trip.  Serving at Northport Hornbachers over Memorial Day weekend - plan to stop 
by.    Very appreciative of the pre-trip training material from the Covenant denomination - very helpful and 
wise. 
 

Camp:  3 kids going to camp.  Funds provided by the church.  Very excited for their opportunity.  If you’d like 
to contribute to the fund - enter ‘camp’ on memo line of check. 
 

Connecting with wider covenant denomination regarding ongoing issues and emphasis:  How to connect / 
provide input / have a voice in wide-ranging decisions?  Cal and Sheila are currently natural points of contact 
since they are in good position to be aware of Covenant business.   Reading the Covenant Companion is a 
good source.  Can also subscribe to ~ monthly updates.   
Hot-button issue in the Covenant currently regarding human sexuality.  The covenant has a clear defini-
tion that marriage is between one man and one woman, and celibacy is the calling outside of that.  A group 
called Covenant for Inclusion is energetic about widening that definition.  May come up at the annu-
al meeting in Detroit, so Cal and Kristi have altered plans and currently plan to attend.  Others can attend, 
but we can only send 2 delegates. If you want to go, you do need to register in advance. 
 

Action item for LT:  host a discussion on Covenant stance on human sexuality and state of the discussion 
within the denomination.   
Action item for LT:  add link to Covenant resources on website - maybe to the Covenant companion... 
 

Adjourned 
 


