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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Agenda 

January 29, 2017 

12:45 PM 

(Annual meeting to follow potluck dinner) 

 
 
   1. Call to Order  

   2. Opening Devotions  

   3. Approval of 2016 Annual Minutes  

   4. Treasurer’s Report  

   5. Pastors’ Report  

   6. President’s Report  

   7. Committee Reports  

 a. Evangelism  

 b. Property  

 c. Worship  

 d. Stewardship  

 E. Parish Education  

 f. Youth  

   8. Unfinished Business  

   9. New Business  

 a. Approval of 2017 Budget 

 b.  Call process 

 c.  Renewal Cohort  

   10. Nominating Committee Report  

 a. Elections  

   11. Adjourn 
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2016 Church Council Members 
 

Executive Committee                          End of Term 

Past President: Wayne Colebank       January 2017 

President: Dick McKennett        January 2017 

Vice President: Ashley Weisz        January 2017 

Secretary: Melissa Sundby        January 2017 

Treasurer: Lois Reierson         January 2018 

 

Committee Council Representatives 

Evangelism:  

 Lori Hahn          January 2017 

 Open 

Parish Education: 

 Kami Dornfield          January 2017 

 Open 

Property:  

 Mark Telehey          January 2018 

 Frank Weisz          January 2017 

Stewardship:   

 Wendy McGinley         January 2016 

 Open 

Worship:  

 Linda Clemes          January 2015 

 Ashley Weisz          January 2016 

Youth:  

 Wendy Slotsve          January 2015 

 Open 

Bethel Delegate: 

  Sandy Moldenhauer               January 2016 

  Donna Peterson         January 2016 

Personnel:  

 Rachel Studsrud         January 2017 

 Floyd Peterson          January 2018 

 Wayne Retzer          January 2019 

UMM Delegates:  

 JoAnne Colebank         January 2016 

 Rachel Studsrud         January 2016 
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1. Membership 12/31/2015 

A.  Baptized 

B.  Confirmed     

  

2.   Members Received 

A.  By Baptism (children) 

B.  By Baptism (adult) 

C.  By Affirmation of Faith 

D. Transfer-In 

Total  

 

3. Baptized Youth who were Confirmed 

 

4. Members Removed  

A.  By Death 

B.  By Transfer-Out 

C.  By Member Request 

Total 

 

5. Membership  12/31/2016 

 

6. Worship Average  Weekly Attendance 

 

 

 

 

764 

513 

 

 

22 

0 

0 

15 

37 

 

11 

 

 

7 

2 

4    

-13 

 

788 

 

225 
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Gloria Dei Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 31,2016 

(Annual meeting to follow potluck dinner) 
 

   1.  President Wayne Colebank called the meeting to order at 12:53 
 
   2. Opening Devotions were given by Pastor David 
 
   3. Approval of 2015 Annual Minutes  
 Add Rick Clemes and JoAnn Colebank to Nominating Committee. 
 JoAnn Colebank moved to accept minutes, Linda Clemes 2nd, motion carried. 
 
   4. Treasurer’s Report  

 Lois Reierson reviewed the report.  $206,794.48 is the correct balance for the General Fund checking                  
account. 

 Laurel Forsberg moved to approve the treasurers report, Marg McKennett 2nd, motion carried. 
 
   5. Pastors’ Report  
 Pastor David extended thanks to the congregation for the last 4 months.  Special thanks to Ann, Amber 
 and Tess, Pat Lund and the Glory Band.   
 
   6. President’s Report  
 Wayne Colebank reviewed his report.   
 
   7. Committee Reports  
 The committee reports of Evangelism, Worship, Stewardship, Parish Ed, Youth and Property were as  
 presented in the Annual report brochure.  Each committee is need of members. 
 
    8. Unfinished Business  
 
    9. New Business  
 a. Approval of 2016 Budget 
 The 2016 budget was presented by Lois Reierson. 
 Budget for 2016 is not balanced.  This a realistic look of past years income and expenses. 
 Rachael Studsrud moved to accept the budget, 2nd by  Norm Hanson, motion carried. 
 
 b.  Call process - Sheri Heiney from the Synod explained call process.   
 Dick McKennett moved to elect the call committee as selected, and empower the council to elect the 
 youth representative. Rachael 2nd, motion carried. 
 JoAnn Colebank nominated Emily Alton to be the youth representative, Jerry Hahn 2nd, motion 
  carried. 
 Call Committee  will consist of Lisa Hanson, Deb Kemp, Wayne Colebank, Jerry Hahn, Laurel Forsberg, 
 Stan Lyson,  Kent Reierson, Liz Shupe, Wendy Telehey, and Floyd Peterson. 
 
 c.  Renewal Cohort  - Discern where we want to be/go as a church.  What do we want to do next.   
 Renewal team consists of Pastor and 4-6 members., works on ministry growth.  Works together with 
 council.   New cohort starts in November instead of March.  Retreat will be held at UMM. 
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10. Nominating Committee Report  
 
 a. Elections  
 
Dick McKennett encouraged people to get involved in committees.  Gives a new perspective on how the 
church functions, can see both sides.   
 
Evangelism committee is in need of members. 
 
President - Dick McKennett 
 
Past President - Wayne Colebank 
 
Treasurer - Lois Reierson 
 
Secretary - Melissa Sundby 
 
Parish Ed - Kami Dornfeld 
                      Open 
 
Evangelism -  Open 
 
Property - Frank Weisz 
                    Mark Telehey 
 
Stewardship - Wendy McGinley 
                           James Bervig 
 
Worship - Linda Clemes 
       Ashley Weisz 
 
Youth - Wendy Slotsve 
               No Youth  representative 
 
Karen Weisz nominated Lori Hahn to Evangelism committee. 
 
Richard McKennett nominated Ashley Weisz for Vice President. 
 
UMM Delegates:  Rachael Studsrud 
        JoAnne Colebank 
 
Bethel Delegates:  Sandy Moldenhauer 
                            Donna Peterson 
 

Personnel Committee:  Rachael Studsrud, Floyd Peterson, Wayne Retzer in conjunction with the  
Church Executive committee. 
Karen Weisz moved to cast an unanimous ballet plus the additions, Marg McKennett 2nd.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned 
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Treasurer’s Report 

2016 Annual Report 

 

General Funds: The general fund star ted the year  with a balance of  $206,885.48.  The year -end 

balance is $216,187.90 for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (GDLC). 

Special Funds: The special fund star ted the year  with $262,894.41.  The GDLC special fund 

year-end balance is $272,045.07 

For your information: 

The year-end balance for the following special funds (as per balance sheet) : 

50/50 debt retirement:   $(-6,157.86) 

Building Fund:      $112,832.81 

Thrivent Mortgage Loan: Our  beginning Thr ivent balance for  2016 was $329,338.16  & our  

ending Thrivent Mortgage as of Dec 21, 2016 is $255,271.09 

 

Below please find the history of our Thrivent Mortgage. 

 

 

2007 Starting Balance 

2008 Payments 

2009 Payments 

2010 Payments 

2011 Payments 

2012 Payments 

2013 Payments 

2014 Payments 

2015 Payments 

2016 Payments  

Total Interest/Principle 

 

 

Total Interest 

N/A 

$73,146.36 

$73,545.87 

$67,831.49 

$53,960.62 

$47,593.53 

$40,147.16 

$34,329.28 

$19,700.00 

  $9,556.93 

$419,811.24 

 

 

Total Principal 

N/A 

$26,123.65 

$30,362.13 

$155,989.65 

$52,675.38 

$117,970.47 

$100,416.84 

$166,234.72 

$170,889.00 

  $74,067.07 

$894,728.91 

 

 

Year-end Balance 

$1,150,000.00 

$1,123,876.35 

$1,093,514.22 

$937,524.57 

$884,849.19 

$766,878.72 

$666,461.88 

$500,227.16 

$329,338.16 

$255,271.09 
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Treasurers Report 

January 29, 2017 

 

We are experiencing challenging times in Williston with the downturn in the oil industry.  But 

the one thing I found in my first year as treasurer is that Gloria Dei parishioners are generous 

and giving especially when they know there is a need.  This year the Stewardship Committee 

started the “Above and Beyond” to solicit funds for items that were not included in the            

budget.  All of the needed items were funded within a short period of time.  Thank you for 

your generous donations to meet these needs.   

 

There is a decline in GDLC oil revenue in 2016 from previous years.  Our oil revenue in 2016 

was $34,093.50 compared to $49,112.60 in 2015.  Oil revenue is deposited into the Building 

Fund which is used for major building repairs.  The GDLC Council’s goal is to maintain a  

balance of $90,000 - $100,000 in this fund.  The balance in the Building Fund as of              

December 31, 2016 is $112,832.81.   

 

The 50/50 Debt Retirement Fund is the account used to pay our Thrivent Mortgage payment 

of $6552 monthly.  The balance of the mortgage as of December 31, 2016 is $255,271.09.  

The GDLC Council’s goal is to maintain a balance of $60,000 in the 50/50 fund which is nine 

months of mortgage payments.  The balance in the 50/50 Debt Retirement Fund has not been 

sufficient to continue to pay the additional $1000 monthly on the Thrivent Mortgage so the 

additional payment was eliminated in June 2016.  The balance in the 50/50 Fund as of         

December 31, 2016 is $(6157.86) so additional donations are needed to bring this fund back to 

the desired $60,000 balance and pay the additional $1000 on the mortgage payment to reduce 

the principal.    

 

GDLC is seeking a second pastor with an emphasis on youth.  This is important to the growth 

of GDLC.  The additional pastor position will require additional financial support from the 

congregation.  Please prayerfully consider your donation to help fund this position in 2017.   

 

Thank you for your financial support in 2016.  There are exciting opportunities for GDLC in 

2017 so thank you in advance for your continued support.   

 

Lois Reierson 

GDLC Treasurer 
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Income 

Expenses 
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Expenses 
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Expenses 
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Pastor’s Report 
To all the people of God gathered at Gloria Dei, 
 

“I give thanks to God every time I call you to mind…”  writes the Apostle Paul in many of his 
letters, and so do I as recollect some of the ways of God in our midst this last year. I am thankful 
for… 
 The step of faith, trust in God and confidence in each other we share as in the fall I accepted 
 The call of the congregation to serve as Senior  Pastor. 
 The warm welcome you have extended to Margaret and our family as we have moved and 

settled in the parsonage. 
 The vibrant worship of God in our Saturday evening prayer and Sunday liturgical and 

contemporary worship times. I am grateful for the leadership of Pat Lund, Wayne Colebank 
and the Glory Band; those who step forward to read, serve Communion, light candles, usher. 
It is a delight to see the children making a joyful noise, asking questions, and excited to 
participate in worship. 

 The Church Council and committee members. I cannot say thank you enough for our 
congregational leadership. Each one has shown a servants heart in discerning together the 
direction God is calling our congregation to follow. 

 The members of the Call Committee. We quickly began our work this past fall in preparation 
for an interview with a possible candidate. It is encouraging to be a part of a team dedicated 
to prayer, the ministry needs of the congregation, and to one another 

 The compassionate outreach and acts of mercy by this congregation. Here are a few which 
come to mind: 

*Christmas Closet     *Serving Banquet West 
*LWR Quilts and baby kits *Operation Christmas Child 
*GDLC Food Pantry  *Holiday meals 
*Children’s ministry projects *those which I have failed to mention 

 The Sunday and Wednesday Children’s ministry. To those who cook and serve meals, to 
teachers and assistants in the classrooms, to the creative team which caught the vision for 
the  4/12 youth group, our children’s ministry is dedicated to creating a safe environment in 
which our young people can experience the love of God, grow as disciples through learning 
and serving.  

 The Renewal Team. We’ve only just begun. A synod retreat in November and a Bible study in 
winter. Thank you to Linda Clemes, Wayne Colebank, Rachael Stutsrud who have stepped 
forward on this journey. Interested? Pray about it, and let’s talk…  

 The Ministry Partnership we share with Faith Lutheran Church and the dedicated pastoral 
leadership of Bill Christenson- a true servant of the Lord, a trusted partner in ministry, and 
a pretty good maker of peanut brittle. 

 The quilters, the folders, the Bible Study Circle, the Saturday Men’s Bible Study, the 
volunteers who decorate, landscape, scoop snow, and in so many ways share the love of God. 

 And I am especially thankful to share the ministry of everyday administration with Ann, 
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Amber and with Joann who takes care of our facility with loving skill.  
This is just a short list, but hopefully you get the idea. Being a part of vibrant faith community 
and having the privilege of being your pastor is indeed something for which I am thankful.  As we 
call to mind these and other examples of God’s Spirit moving among us let us not only look back 
over our shoulder on the year now past, let us also look into the year to come and together let’s 
engage in: 
 Renewal Bible Study- During January and February I am calling on each and every individual, 

couple, family to take time for Bible Study, Prayer and Reflection around the book of Acts. 5 
questions our journey. Our goal is to deepen our personal spiritual lives, and to discern 
together what the ministry of Gloria Dei might look like as we step into God’s future. 

 Community Ministry of Compassion- Here in deep winter we are concerned for those whose 
housing and needs are substandard or even non-existent. Together with the ministry of 
Community Connections and the Williston Ministerial Association, we are partnering to 
imagine what a long-term solution may look like. 

 Developing a partnering hand with local schools to provide coats, hats, mittens, boots for 
children in our community. 

 Deepening our worship and prayer life as individuals, groups and as a congregation. 
 Developing congregational partnership in pastoral care- especially in grief ministry, one-to-

one care, and visitation to our elderly members at home or in care- facilities. Possibilities 
include 

 Stephen Ministry 
 Grief Care 
 Financial Peace University 
 Other? 
 Developing ways of connecting individuals and groups throughout the congregation.  
 Inviting your dreams, ideas   
 Continuing in the Call Process for Associate Pastor with prayer and enthusiasm, trusting that 

this process and timing is in God’s hands. As we wait and work, I ask for your prayers, your 
participation and the words “how can I help?”.  

 

God has done, is doing, and desires to touch people’s lives through the ministry of people like you 
and me, through communities of faith like Gloria Dei. Together let our prayer and our mission 
continue to be… Gather…. Grow…. And Go to Serve…. All to the glory of God. 
 

Thanks for your partnership in the Gospel, 
Shalom, 
 
Pastor David Maxfield 
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Presidents Report 
 

This has been a good year!  Council began the year with vowing to be optimistic and positive in its approach to 
the year.  We looked  to the future and did not dwell on the past. 
 

Here are some highlights from the year.   

 Reverend David Maxfield was called to be our Senior Pastor.  We are very happy to have him here to lead us.  
Welcome Pastor David! 

 

 We have a great support staff.  Bill Christianson (serving at Faith Lutheran Church), Ann Nelson, Amber 
Ogaard and JoAnne Colebank.  Thank you for a job well done. 

 
 

 Members voted to call an Associate Pastor with emphasis on Youth and Young Adults.  We have had 
overwhelming  response from our members to do this.  We recognized that this is a great need for our 
congregation. 

 

 Parish Education & 412Youth worked together to restructure the curriculum for both Church School and 
Youth Education . We invite you to come and see the changes that have been made on Wednesday nights & 
Sunday mornings. 

 

 There is an overall feeling of Excitement and Optimism in our Congregation! 
 

While I have been very happy with 2016 in our church, I have several concerns that I must share with you. 
 The most concerning thought to me, is the need to fill important Committee and Church Council open 

positions. Our church Constitution provides that each Committee shall have two representatives on Council.  
It is important to know however, you can join a committee and you are not required to serve as a council 
representative. 

       For the upcoming year, at this time, these are the openings for Council Representatives : 
-Parish Education  2  -Stewardship  1  -Evangelism  1  -Worship  2 
-Property  1        - Youth   1 Adult &  1 Youth -Vice President  1 -Secretary  1 
 

Please people, prayerfully consider taking a turn on Council.  I know you can do it and you will find it both 
interesting and rewarding. You will be amazed at all that the Committees and Council does!  Thank you to 
all who have served on Council and are completing your term this year! 
 

 There is either an unwillingness or an inability for our members to actively participate in the works of the 
church.  Ann Nelson has had a difficult time getting people to help with worship (Ushering, Serving 
Communion,  Providing Treats and Serving for Coffee Hour). 

 

 My finial concern is for Pastor David.  His work load is very heavy.  We don’t want him to become 
overwhelmed or discouraged.  As I mentioned above, the Congregation has voted to call an Associate Pastor.  
We have  a great  Call Committee in place. I thank all of you, on the Call Committee,  for your hard work! 

  

The problem however, is that Gloria Dei is one of seven congregations in the Western North Dakota Synod 
currently seeking an Associate Pastor.  At the end of the first term of Seminary, only one candidate was 
available to the Western North Dakota Synod.  As you may already know, the Call Committee had 
interviewed a candidate  and invited her to come and meet the Congregation, but she accepted a call in 
Bismarck.  In addition, in the spring,  it is likely there will  be only  3-5 more new Seminary candidates. 
I pose this question, what should we do to fill this void as we wait for God’s direction?  Should we seek an 
interim pastor or explore other ways to provide Pulpit Supply?  Should we renew the Stephen’s Ministry 
Program?  Any other ideas? 
 

Lastly, I also must confess a failure on my part.  I had sincerely hoped to encourage special music for each service 
during the year.  I truly miss this and I think if we are able to get people to step up, it encourages a sense of 
belonging and contributing to our church.  If any of you have any thoughts for this, please let me,  the Worship 
Committee or the office know. 
 

Even though we do have challenges ahead, I want to again assure all that God has surely blessed 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  Let us together, Gather to Grow to the Glory of God! 
Blessings, 
 Dick McKennett 
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Organizational Chart 
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Long Range Planning Calendar 
January 2017 to December 2017 

January 
January 12 (Thursday): Plan for Lenten Dinners 
January 22 (Sunday): Faith Annual Meeting 
January 29 (Sunday): Annual Meeting 
 

February 
February 12: Church Council Retreat 
February 19 (Sunday): Sweetheart Banquet 
February 26:  Seder Meal   
 

March 
March 1: Ash Wednesday 
March 16 (Thursday): All Committee Meeting  

April 
April 9 (Sunday): Palm Sunday 
April 9 (Sunday): Campership Fundraiser  
April 13 (Thursday): Council Meeting – plan for Synod 
Assembly 
April 14 (Friday):  Good Friday 
April 16 (Sunday): Easter 
April 16 (Sunday): Senior Graduates Dinner ?? 
April 20 (Thursday): New Member Dinner  
April 23 (Sunday): New Member Sunday 
May 
May 7 (Sunday): Spring Stewardship Celebration 
May 14 (Sunday): Mother’s Day 
May 14(Sunday): Bible distribution for 2nd graders 
May 17 (Wednesday): Last day of Wednesday Church School 
May 20 (Saturday): Spring clean-up day and flower planting 
May 21 (Sunday): Last day of Sunday Church School 

 

June 
June 2 - 3 (Friday & Saturday) Synod Assembly 
June 4 – 8 (Sunday – Thursday) VBS (tentatively scheduled) 
June 18 (Sunday): Father’s Day 
 
 

July 
July 13 (Thursday): Long Range Planning 
July 9 (Sunday): Golf outing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August  
August 9 (Wednesday): New Member Orientation 
August 13  (Sunday): Worship in the park; New Member 
Sunday 
August 30 (Wednesday): Parent/Student Confirmation 
meeting 
August 31 (Thursday): Church School Teacher Training 
 
 

September 
September 10 (Sunday): First day of Sunday Church School 
September 10 (Sunday): God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
September 13 (Wednesday): First day of Wednesday Church 
School, Confirmation and Youth Group 
September 24 (Sunday): Kick off for fall stewardship campaign 
September 30: Fall clean up 
 

October 
October 8 (Sunday): Campership Fundraiser Breakfast 
October 12 (Thursday): Discuss Advent Event 
October 15 (Sunday): “Food for the Poor” – Worship Services 
October 22 (Sunday): Stewardship commitment Sunday 
October 29 (Sunday): Confirmation 
 

November 
November 11 (Saturday): Bazaar 
November 9 (Thursday): Set time to meet with Faith Council   
November 22 (Wednesday): Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
 

December 
December 10 (Sunday): Church School Christmas Program- 
Wednesday and Sunday 
December 16 (Tuesday): Quiet Christmas Service 
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Evangelism 
Committee’s Purpose/Mission: 
The Evangelism Committee works with the Pastor(s) of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church to foster a 
climate of evangelism in the congregation, to encourage all members to grow in their 
relationship with Christ and with each other and to invite non-members to participate in the life 
of Gloria Dei. 
Projects/Goals for 2016: 
The Evangelism Committee provided/supported homebound communion, maintained the food 
pantry and prepared boxes of food items for those in need including veterans, and prepared and 
participated in welcome meals for new-members. The committee also provided Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Meals for those in need. In addition, the committee worked on several new 
projects/goals this year including: 

 Purchased travel mugs for new members (replacing bread/jam gift previously offered). 
 Began building a relationship with Community Connections to assist GDLC with 

streamlining the process for providing gifts to those in need throughout the community.  
 Created display to “Share Your Garden” to augment the food pantry with fresh produce. 
 Participated in God’s Work Our Hands”, offering assistance to 13 households in the 

community with yard-work, house cleaning, vehicle clean-up, painting, etc. 
Projects/Goals for 2017: 
The Evangelism Committee will continue to evaluate the changing needs of the congregation and 
community and maintain/adjust programs accordingly. Goals for 2017 include: 

 Strengthen commitment to Community Connections 
 Revise Homebound Communion Process 
 Strengthen the God’s Work Our Hands project 
 Develop “Easter Bag” project. 

Miscellaneous: 
The Evangelism Committee invites members from the congregation to join the committee; it is 
very rewarding! In addition, the committee is always looking for new ideas for serving and 
welcoming others to Gloria Dei.  
Thank you: 
We humbly thank the congregation for their amazing generosity and unfailing support!  
We wish everyone a very Blessed New Year!  
 
Goals for 2017 (i.e. Revise Homebound Communion, strengthen commitment to Community 
Connections, strengthen GWOH project, Easter bags), miscellaneous, thank you.  
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Property  

2016 was somewhat of a challenging year as you saw when you came to church. With the water lines dug up 

around the neighborhood, it was hard to know which streets or driveways to use. Because of this it was an 

interesting process to try and keep the grass green since the sprinkler system was not operational until the 

street work was done.  

 

 Opportunity Foundation moved into their new facility midsummer after using the church for a year and a 

half. We painted the hallways and classrooms in the education wing to get ready for the church school year. 

Since everyone had their painting clothes dug out we also painted the kitchen, living room, hallway and en-

tryway at the parsonage. The painting volunteers from the congregation were a huge help, and the fellowship 

while we all worked was great. We also had to replace 2/3 of the carpet in the parsonage basement with water 

proof flooring as well as new oak baseboard throughout the basement.  

  

 The fence at the parsonage was repaired after it was damaged by a vehicle. After much discussion it was de-

cided that a drive thru confessional would be too hard on the lawn! 

  

 With the winter weather we have been having, our snow removal budget has been stretched. 

  

 Tess Colebank had an opportunity to start a different career, so she resigned at the end of September. We 

want to thank her for her hard work and wish her well.  JoAnne Colebank filled in to cover cleaning and was 

officially hired in November. We are also looking to hire a part time maintenance person to cover the day-to-

day chores that come up. 

  

 We continue having work night the second Monday of each month from 5:30-7:30. It is a good time to get 

projects done and the fellowship is awesome! Thank you to all that take part in this and invite anyone who is 

interested to come and join us. 

  

 If you or someone you know would like to join us on property committee, please get in touch with anyone of 

us or the church office. We meet the last Thursday of the month at noon. 

 

Respectfully submitted  

      Wayne Colebank, Scott Studsrud, Dale Moldenhauer, Russ Frisinger, Roger Altenburg,  

       Mark  Telehey, Jeff Dornfeld, Frank Weisz 
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Worship Committee  
 

Our meeting time is the last Tuesday of the month at 6:00 P.M. 
1st Paragraph – Committee’s Mission Statement: 
Gathering to Grow to the Glory of God 
2nd Paragraph- What you have done this year that supports the mission statement: 
In this past year the worship committee has been responsible to assist Pastor David in creating meaningful 
services for the Glory of God.   
 
The season of Lent was celebrated with First Lutheran Church. A readers’ theater type service using The 
People vs. Judas Iscariot the punishment phase by Wm. Clayton McCord was used. Each week we would 
gather at each other’s church share a meal and participate in the play. When the service was held at Gloria 
Dei, the Holden Evening Prayer was celebrated as well. The people who portrayed the characters were from 
both churches and did a wonderful job. We celebrated Holy week with a service on Maundy Thursday where 
the altar was stripped to represent the death of Christ.  The Cross Walk sadly was not able to happen as only 
one family and pastor Maxfield met to carry the cross. We hope to see that come back to the church this 
spring. The committee decorated the sanctuary with spring flowering plants in memory and in honor of 
friends and loved ones. 
This past summer we tried something new in having one service a Sunday with traditional or contemporary 
music. It was well received and we will do that for the Christmas and New Year’s Sundays as well.  
Fall brought the installment of Pastor David Maxfield as our senior pastor. It is so exciting to now have a 
permanent pastor and we look forward to working with him to continue bringing meaningful services for the 
Glory of God. In December Pastor David’s wife moved to Williston and it is wonderful to have his family 
finally under one roof!  
 
Pastor David led a Quiet Christmas for those who wish to have a service for reflection and a time to 
acknowledge the pain of loss during a busy season of celebration. 
The Worship committee would like to thank the who people who volunteer to set up and clean up communion 
every month of the year.  We would also like to thank Ron Bingeman and Jeff LeDosquet for serving at the 
sound board so faithfully.  said good bye to Jeff LeDosquet in August as he headed to a new opportunity in 
Minnesota. We are grateful to Todd Parisien for his assistance at the sound board.  Their dedication to this 
mission is appreciated greatly. We would also like to thank JoAnne Colebank and Kent Reierson for doing he 
power point at the 10:45 service. We continue to be blessed with the talent of Pat Lund and Melanie Stillwell as 
they play for the traditional service.  Without the talent and dedication of the Glory Band and signers, our 
Contemporary Service would not be what it is today and we are very grateful for their many years of 
faithfulness. We are very grateful for our musicians Wayne Colebank, Mike Keller, and Sandi Blikre. We are 
grateful to Wayne Colebank for his dedication to choosing music each week to add to the church service; we 
would also like to thank Peggy Hagen and Pat Lund for taking time choosing music for the traditional service.  
Each time special music is shared it adds to our services and is so appreciated.   
Respectfully submitted; 
Linda Clemes, Peggy Hagen, Deb Bingeman, Kathy Molland, Ashley Weisz 
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Stewardship Committee 

 
 

The Stewardship Committee shall work with the Pastor(s) of Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church to promote stewardship of time, talent, and treasure of its 

members.  The Stewardship Committee shall monitor monetary business of the 

congregation. 

In October the Stewardship Committee disseminated pledge cards in order to 

work on the 2017 budget.  

The Stewardship Committee is back on track  with the timeline that has been 

set.   

“Above and Beyond” continues to be a success with requests and donations 

being made.  Thank you to Kent for keeping us updated on the status of this 

campaign.   

Thank you to Pastor David for his input, advice and guidance. 

 

Respectfully, 

The Stewardship Committee 

James Bervig, Rick Clemes, Wendy McGinley, Alberta Parisian, Kent Reierson 
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Parish Education  
 

Parish Education is filled with activities for the youth education of the Church. We have a lot going on throughout 
the Year. 
1. Rally Day-  Wednesday School and Sunday School kicked off the school year with a service project. This year we 

planned cookie plating and delivery around our neighborhood,  the Fire Dept. and Police Dept. 
  It was a great way to start off our year! 
2. Wednesday Night Church School and 8th Grade Confirmation dinners have been provided by Gloria Dei parents 

at 5:30 pm on Wednesday Nights.  Thanks to all those who have helped feed our kids! 
3. 2nd graders receive Bibles from Gloria Dei.  The bibles were distributed by family or friends during Church 

Service on Mother’s Day.  
4. Pastor David is teaching the 8th Grade Confirmation kids this year.  They are enjoying their year with their 

mascot, “ Bob”. 
5. Our Christmas program this year was “Christmas Story.” Wednesday and Sunday School program was combined 

this year. 
6.  Each Committee took a week and prepares a meal for the supper. We served with the Property Committee. 
7.   First Communion took place on Maundy Thursday with 18 children receiving. 
8.   Teacher Appreciation breakfast was provided and we discussed how the year went and any changes to include for 

next year.  
10. Vacation Bible School was Cave Quest from Group this past summers .  We tried something different this year and 

held it on Friday - Sunday. We had a great turnout. Thank you to all that taught, brought treats, made 
decorations, coordinated the events and all the other hard work everyone did to make it successful.  

11. UMM Campership Fundraisers– Peggy Hagen and Melissa Sundby coordinated the potato bar this fall.  Thank 
you both!  We have other activities in the spring again as well. 

12. As a service project this year, the kids packed over 30 backpacks for Lutheran World Relief! Way to go kids and 
parents for bringing in all those supplies. 

13. With the help of the Bill Christianson, the Confirmation Students, and the 7th Grade 412Youth Group kids, the 
Church School kids took ornaments that the older kids had made to Bethel Nursing home and sang Christmas 
Carols.  Thank you to Bill and all the kids that helped with that project. 

  With attendance averaging roughly 90 kids a week (PreK-4th Grades on Sunday and Wednesdays), we 
struggled to get enough volunteers, helpers, and teachers. After asking for help from the parents and some of the 6th 
& 7th Graders, we have a great team to work with. They share their time and talents with our children and what a 
great blessing this is.  
 We changed the curriculum this year to Dig In! and the kids are enjoying the lessons and activities that go 
with it. It is a very hands on and keeps the children engaged and learning. All the age groups are learning the same 
lesson each week. Family sheets are handed out weekly along with activities for them to do. The families and teachers 
are enjoying the easy-to-plan curriculum we have.  
 We tried something new this year, we have colored groups and the ages are mixed. Our hope was the older 
children could help the younger children and be a role model for them. We changed our teaching structure to allows 
us to combine classes if a teacher is absent without creating any problems.  
Parish Ed meets the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM. If you like to be involved with Gloria Dei Parish Education, 
please contact us. There are many opportunities within our committee to help. Some examples include; teach, camper
-ship fundraiser, decorate bulletin boards, organize supplies, Christmas Program, or join Parish Ed. 
 Our committee members are Georgette Huravitch, Liz Shupe, Rachael Studsrud, Sherry Weyrauch, Kami 
Dornfeld, Steph Amundsen, Ann Nelson and Pastor Dave. Our 2016 Council Representative is Kami Dornfeld. We are 
in need of two Council Representative for 2017 as Kami’s spot is completed in January.  
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     Dear Friends in Christ at Gloria Dei and Faith Lutheran  

Churches, In the words of Martin Luther when he met Katie, “Hi”! 

 I am David Maxfield and it is my joy to share with you in the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus as your pastor.  Please allow me to tell you 

a bit about myself, my family, and my faith. 

     I was raised in Marshalltown Iowa, a community similar in size to 

Williston, and about two whoops and a holler from the corner of pig 

lot and cornfield.  After graduating from high school, I attended Saint 

Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, where I studied Religion, An-

cient History and Philosophy. It was there that I met the love of my 

life. Margaret and I were married while  I was at Luther Seminary and she at the University of 

Minnesota). I was ordained in 1983, and together our life and ministry has taken us into congre-

gations throughout the Upper Midwest and the Great Plains. 

     Our journey began in the maple woods of Wisconsin where we served two congregations in 

Tilleda, a small community about 90 minutes NW of Green Bay. In 1986 we moved to Trinity 

Lutheran in Stevens Point, Wisconsin where I served as Associate Pastor for 18 years. In 2005 

we came to North Dakota where I served as Senior Pastor of Christ and Rose Valley Churches 

in Minot for over 10 years. In the fall of 2015 I began serving Gloria Dei as interim pastor and 

last October was installed as Senior Pastor. 

     As you can see by the picture I am surrounded by wonderful women. Margaret and I have 

been married for “almost a long time.” Our eldest daughter, Rachel (standing next to me) teach-

es English and Debate at Minot High School, and our youngest, Linnea is a junior at UND   

     Like you my faith journey began in the water and promise of Baptism. What a journey it has 

been! It has taken me to the lakeshores of Bible camps, a Billy Graham crusade, and National 

Youth Gatherings. It is a journey which has wound its ways through some dark valleys of grief 

and loss, of spiritual questioning, a journey through a brain tumor, and the loss of parents and 

one sister. Day in and day out, faith is a relationship and journey of following Jesus who not only 

died for us, but reveals to us the delight and heart of his Abba. 

     In and through it all God is good. Over the last several years the promise of Jeremiah has 

been set deeply into my soul, “I know the plans I have for you, plans for a future and a hope.” 

These are words that we can take to heart personally, and as a congregation. God is faithful, 

God is already at work, and God is calling you and me to join the adventure. 

     As we walk together please know that I want to get to know you, to hear your life story and to 

discover together how God is at work in your life. I would enjoy meeting you for a walk, a meal, 

a cup of coffee, or a phone call.  Thanks for your partnership in the Gospel.  

 

Shalom,   

Pastor David 

Staff Biographies 
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Staff Biographies Continued... 
   Bill Christensen 
I am a Western North Dakota Synod gifts member. I started in Gifts in June of 
1990 and about that same time Gloria Dei wanted a Saturday morning 
breakfast bible study. I was volunteered to lead the study part and have been 
doing so ever since. Later in the 1990’s Gloria Dei started a Stephen Ministry 
group and I joined and became a trained leader. For the past number of years 
I have been called to be a licensed lay pastor at our partner church Faith 
Lutheran. That’s where you will find me most Sundays. In my spare time I am 
known as a wood worker. 

 

Ann Nelson—Office Coordinator 
I grew up in Decorah, Iowa which is in the northeast corner.  I went to college in Cedar Rapids, at 
Kirkwood and graduated with a degree in horticulture.  After graduating from college I moved to 
Minneapolis and worked for various companies including Edina Country Club, TCF Bank, 
Medical Arts Press and Cargill Animal Nutrition.  I met my husband Ben in 2004, we were 
married in 2005, and we moved to Williston in 2008.  We have three children, Sam, Madison and 
Carter and three dogs, Brutus, Lucky and Daisy.  I enjoy gardening and spending time with 
friends and family. 

 

Amber Ogaard-  Financial Coordinator 
I’m blessed to call Williston my home and work for such a wonderful church/congregation.  
I’ve been with the church now for 1 1/2 years, and enjoy the people I work with the most!  I’m 
the proud mother of 2 daughters, Alysse (17) and Ellie (15).  In a few short months, Alysse will 
be graduating High School and calling NDSU her home-away-from-home.  Her current field 
of interest is Architecture and she will continue to play Oboe while going to school.  Ellie is a 
typical teenager that enjoys school & friends.  She keeps herself busy with managing the boys 
football team and providing spotlight in the school’s musicals.  My husband Ryan works for 
American State Bank & Trust and continues to make me laugh after 17 years of marriage.  
When I’m not working, I enjoy spending time with my family & dog.   
 

JoAnne Colebank—Church Caretaker 
After a 32 plus career with the postal service, I retired as Postmaster of Alamo almost 5 years 
ago.   The first 12 years of that time was spent in the Williston office and the last 3 spent in Ray.  I 
loved my career, but am glad to be on this side of retirement – it provided a good income for my 
family, while serving those communities, from which I gained lifelong friends.  And, as one of my 
kids said,” ya mean they pay you for doing NOTHING now” – yep, every month!   
I have been married to Wayne for 32 years and we have 3 children – Tyler, Brett & Tess (all who, 
thankfully, still live in Williston) and one funny, smart, cute, talented, grandson (just like every 
other grandchild) named Everhett, who just turned 3.    
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Keeping Up With Changes 
 

 
 

Keeping on loving each other as brothers.  Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some people 
have entertained angels without knowing it…. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.        

Hebrews 13:1-2 and 8 
 
Continual change seems to be the best way to describe Williston.  When the ministry began the fall of 2014 
Williston was at the end of the “boom.”  There were buildings and roads going up everywhere.  New people 
were still arriving everyday hoping to find instant employment.  Then in 2015 the oil prices took a tumble and 
new exploration slowed down.  Many people got laid off or were sent to other oil fields.  Others chose to go 
“home.”  As savings and unemployment ran out people that stayed were unable to pay their monthly bills.  
Jobs are still plentiful however, the rate of pay is about half of what it was during the “boom.”   
 
Building relationships with churches and social service agencies is at the center of what we do.  We work hard 
to be the trusted place to go for information about how to care for people in our community.  Over the sum-
mer of 2016 eight churches in the Williston area experienced a change in their clergy leadership and several 
other key leaders including Chamber of Commerce, Downtowners Association, Williston State College, Willis-
ton School District #1 and Bakken Elementary all experienced transitions.  We hosted an event called Keeping 
Williston Connected in September.  Social service agencies were invited to give short presentations to familiar-
ize the new leaders with services available in Williston.  New clergy, education leaders and community leaders 
were all invited to attend along with employers that were attending a Job Service ND Job Fair in conjunction 
with Keeping Williston Connected. More than 50 people attended. 
 
2017 promises to be even busier: 

 Churches in Williston now use Community Connections as their screening and referral service.  They 
require that people come to meet with us prior to coming to see them. 

 Starting January 1 people that had been going to First Lutheran for assistance will now go to Commu-
nity Connections for that assistance.  Faith United Methodist is also moving to have their assistance be 
administered by us.  Gloria Dei Lutheran will retain their food shelf but is considering becoming a 
mission partner in the ministry. 

 Community Connections is the area coordinator for the ND Coalition for Homeless People.  We will be 
working with the Williston Resource Group to coordinate the Point In Time Count held every year to 
count the number of homeless people living in the area.  We plan to use the information to give 10-12 
presentations in the Williston area in 2017. 

 We are currently putting together an event team to plan a fundraising event for Community Connec-
tions.  We hope to hold the event in the fall of 2017. 

 The Advisory Board of Community Connections has asked us to work on three goals in 2017: 
o Provide more follow-up for clients and donors. 
o Continue to build more relationships with churches and donors. 
o Look at restructuring the board to include church partners and formalize the structure of the 

board. 
 As we look forward to 2017 we find our strength and comfort in the words from Hebrews, “Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today and forever.” We are excited and humbled to be serving as disciples of Christ through 
Community Connections.  
Your Sister in Christ, 
Lynea Geinert, Deacon 
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Lutheran Social Services 
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