Altar & The Tabernacle (Exodus 25 - 30)
Review:
Altar -- A place (especially a raised platform) where sacrifices are made. Originates
from the Latin word “altare” meaning “high place” (“Alt” means “high” e.g. altitude).
Altar -- mizbeh (Hebrew meaning “place of slaughter or sacrifice”)
bomos (Greek meaning “to approach”)
Purposes: Memorial, Possession, Call on Name of The Lord
The first recorded altars were lay altars - - they were not built by nor worshipped at
by a special priest but by individuals who just wanted to honor God, thank Him, show
their confidence in Him, and remember Him and what He promised for themselves and
subsequent generations. But, eventually God established the priesthood…

Two significant altars:
1) The Altar of Burnt Offering (Also called the Brazen Altar or Bronze Altar)
Symbolized the Need for a Sacrifice for Sin (27:1-8; 38:1-7)
This altar was a large box (L= 7 ½ ft, W= 7 ½ ft, H= 4 ½ ft) and it was the largest
piece of furniture in the Tabernacle. Made of acacia wood and overlaid with bronze,
its center was hollow except for a grating; there the coals would be placed to burn
the sacrifices. (Altar of Burnt Offering - Lev. 4:7, 10, 18) The inside of the box
probably was lined with earth when the fire was burning (to keep the box itself from
igniting); workers could remove the earth for easy transport when necessary.
Craftsmen created bronze implements for removing the ashes of a sacrifice (shovels,
basins, forks, firepans - 27:3)
Four horns adorned the altar, one on each corner; The horns were used to tie up and
suspend the sacrifice of the fire (27:2). The horns themselves would be smeared with
the blood of the sacrifice (Ex. 29:12; Lev. 8:15; 9:9; 16:18) to sanctify it to receive the
sacrifice. The altar was fitted with rings through which poles, also of wood covered
with bronze, could be installed to facilitate carrying the altar.
The altar was the first object a worshipper would see upon entering the court; it was
a powerful reminder that sin separates one from God and that sin means death. It
spoke of the absolute necessity for atonement if one were to approach the Lord.
“The slaughter of animals on this altar was a very vivid reminder to Israel that sin
indeed requires a high price. It was not pleasant to see an animal slaughtered and
burned, yet sin is ugly and the sacrifice here, as well as at Calvary, should be a vivid
reminder to all of the hideousness of sin and its price.**
(Note: The Altar of Burnt Offering was tall enough (7 ½ ft.) that the priest would have
appreciated having a ladder in order to reach the top. Nevertheless, a mound of earth
was probably used -- Exodus 20: 22-26 / Proper Use of Altars)

2
2) The Altar of Incense: Symbol of Prayer and Intercession (30:1 -10; 37:25 - 29)
This is the third piece of furniture in the Holy Place (Golden Lampstand & Table
of Showbread). Like the other pieces, the altar was made of acacia wood and
overlaid with gold. It was 1 ½ ft long, 1 ½ ft wide, and 3 ft tall. Apparently, this
was a smaller version, in gold, of the bronze altar in the court, complete with the
horns on each corner. Like the other items, it was fitted with rings and supplied
with poles to be inserted through the rings when the item was being transported.
The altar of incense stood on the west side of the Holy Place just in front of the
Veil, and just in front of the Mercy Seat (30:6).
As with the lamps so with the incense, the priest was to service the altar every
day (30:7) and this practice was to be perpetual (30:8). No other incense (strange
incense 30:34-38) and no other offering was to be placed on this altar except the
atonement blood on the Day of Atonement (30:9,10). The solemn pronouncement
“It is most holy to the Lord (30:10)” was meant to reiterate the care and reverence
the nation was to maintain in worship and devotion to God. This altar was symbolic
of the nation’s prayers and praise; like this pleasing incense, the prayers of the
people were to ascend continually to a glorious and gracious Lord God (Rev. 5:8;
8:3-4)**

The Tabernacle
1) Instituted the graduation of man from the physical to the spiritual
2) The Tabernacle was “mobile”…symbolic of “transporting” worship wherever we go
3) Illuminates the truth that one can never approach God vainly, disorderly, nor
wrecklessly (Examples: Abel & Cain and Aaron’s sons Nadab & Abihu)
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