
 

                                                                                    
                                                                                    
                                                                                    

Enter Into Worship


Prelude                                                 Now Thank We All Our God                                     Johann Crüger, 1647

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                                               arr. John S Dixon                                                                                                                                                                                               

Call to Worship                                                        


Leader: The prophet Isaiah said, “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  
People: We come to walk in God’s light, trusting in the promise of His coming.  
Leader: The days are surely coming when God will bring peace and justice to the earth.  
People: We place our hope in the One who is faithful and true.  
Leader: Though we do not know the hour of His return, we watch and wait with hearts full of hope.  
People: Come, Lord Jesus, our hope and our salvation. 

Leader: We light this candle as a sign of our hope in the coming Christ.


Sung Response 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.


Hymn 82                                             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                         text by Charles Wesley, 1744

                                                                                                                                                         music by R.H. Prichard, 1830                                                                                                     

Prayer of Confession    


Father, we praise you for sending light into this world. We confess that we live as though the light had 
never defeated darkness. We’ve kept the birth of Jesus confined to the Christmas season. We do not 
yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts. Prepare us for His return. Help us rejoice in 

the light, so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts. Amen


Confessional Response  

Kyrie Eleison (Lord have mercy) 


Christe Eleison (Christ have mercy) 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord have mercy) 


Assurance of Pardon            

   


Welcome.   

We are glad 


you have chosen to 
gather and worship!


Go to 
www.provpres.org 
to join us for a live   
broadcast starting 

at 11:00 am.


 We confess our 
sins as the people 

of God together, 
out loud, and to 

others because of 
the incredible 

power there is in 
putting our failures 

and faults in the 
light of God’s  love.

http://www.provpres.org


Response to God’s Grace                           

  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 


Hymn 525                                                 Let Us Break Bread Together                     African American Spiritual                                                                                                                                                                                       

Time with Young Disciples


The Word         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Scripture Reading                                               Matthew 24:36 - 44

Sermon                                                                  Waiting with Hope


Responding to the Word

Offering Our Gifts


Offertory Anthem                                                       People, Look East                              text by Elenor Ferjeon, 1928

                                                                            [See Hymn 105 for the text]                                      French folk melody                                                                         

Doxology                                       


 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


Prayer of Dedication

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper


Invitation and Word of Institution

Prayers of Consecration and the Lord’s Prayer (sung)


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen


Communion Anthem                             Come Now, O Prince of Peace                             Geonyong Lee, 1988

[See Hymn 103 for the text] 


Hymn 104                                      O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                   text by Paul Gerhardt, 1653                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                music by Melchior Teschner, 1614

                                                         


The Sending
Benediction                                                                                                                                  

Benediction Response                               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       9th century plainsong
 


O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Postlude                                                         Now Thank We all Our God                                 arr. John S Dixon


	



 

Advent Devotional - During the season of Advent, a time of welcoming the Christ child into our hearts and home, 
you may access this devotional by using this link provided online, or you can find a printed copy in the Narthex for 
your use! For further information, contact Sue Crosland at suecrosland2940@outlook.com.

Joy-Filled Sunday- Sunday, December 7, starting at 11:00 am, Providence Presbyterian presents a day to 
celebrate Advent, a time of welcoming the Christ child into our hearts and homes!  We will have a service of 
Lessons and Carols at 11:00 am (no enrichment) with special music provided by guest flutist Carole Stockmeier, 
along with our Chancel Choir, Bells of Providence, and Providence Kids. Following worship, we will have an Advent 
Workshop and Luncheon in the fellowship hall from 12:00 pm -1:30 pm with crafts and songs for children and 
adults. Please sign up for the workshop and luncheon via the link provided online or the sign-up sheet at the church 
located outside the fellowship hall, so we can ensure enough food for everyone. For further information, please 
contact Sue Crosland at 757-646-4735.


Heifer International  - The Heifer animals are coming! Chicken, behaves, and goats, oh my! Additionally, this year, 
there are biogas stoves and water pumps available. Of course, you may purchase shares of any item in the 
catalog. Our annual Heifer sale starts after the worship service on Sunday, December 7. For more information, 
please get in touch with Sandra VanDercook at vandercook@gmail.com.

The Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering is collected each year and is used to support health ministries, 
marginalized members of God’s community, and small capital improvement projects. Please consider contributing 
to this very special offering.  The blue Thank offering envelopes are in the pews and will remain there until Sunday, 
December 7. You will find the ten recipients listed on the Presbyterian Women’s bulletin board in the back hallway.


Children's Christmas Pageant - Plan now to attend this very special presentation on Sunday, December 14. We 
will meet at 5:00 pm for a simple family meal, enjoy the pageant in the sanctuary at 6:00 pm, and end with cookies 
and hot chocolate after the pageant. Please sign up either on the bulletin board outside the fellowship hall or online 
if you are planning to join us for the meal, so that we can prepare enough food. You are also invited to bring 
Christmas cookies for us to enjoy after the presentation.


Christmas Food Baskets - Providence will provide turkey dinners to 10 families and 5 senior citizens at 
Christmas. Slips of paper listing the food items needed are in baskets in the narthex and fellowship hall. Draw as 
many slips as you can and bring the food to church weekdays between 9 am-2 pm, or to worship and place in 
boxes in the foyer or narthex. All food needs to be brought by Sunday, December 21. Here’s how you can help if 
you are not able to pick up slips: Donate $15, $20, or more, and we will purchase needed items. Make checks 
payable to Providence with a notation for “Baskets”. Bring to worship; mail to church, or send using your bank’s bill 
pay feature, marking the check for “Baskets.” For more information, call Karen, 757-803-7150.


The flowers that grace our sanctuary today 

are given to the glory of God by 


Kristen Ferragut, in memory of her father,

Paul Brock


Have a blessed week!



Pastor, Rev. Joel Phillips                                                                  pastor@provpres.org 

Director of Music, Valetta Fellenbaum      	 	                      music@provpres.org

Organist, John S. Dixon	 	           	                                    johnsdixon@aol.com   

Administrative Assistant, Kristen Ferragut 	 	                     office@provpres.org             
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